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To the | R E N END 


: JOHN ERSKINE, 


Miniſter of the oel at Feinbungh. 


Dean Sik, 


Wo 1 bound myſelf änder a neceſſity to 
a publiſh the following ſermon, at the de- 
fire of that worthy ſociety before whom it was 
1 preached, I ſoon perceived with what propriety it 
mcd be addreſſed to 2885 8 


It was roms PR all; when you firſt entered 
upon the miniſtry of the Lord Jeſus, that therein 


you ſought not your own earthly profit, but the 
5 profit of others, that they might be ſaved; and 


the ſeveral flocks of which in divine providence 1 
you have been overſeer, bear witneſs, that by not 
1 ſhunning to declare the whole counſel of God, by 
ſelf-denied labour and watchfulneſs, you have 


e purſued ti the fame end. 


by "Neither to hs only hath your concern for the 
ſalvation of men been confined ; diſtant churches 


have ſhared your care; many in our plantations 

are no ſtrangers to your deſires after Zion $ pro- 

: ſperity even among them; ; and at this important 
3 eg, 
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period, in particular, when ſo many Indian tribes 
have fallen under the dominion of Great Britain, 
our ſociety for propagating Chriſtian knowledge, 
and many others, have been witneſſes of the diſ- 
tinguiſhed zeal you have ſhewn, to promote the 


means for ſupporting a miſſion to bear our Re- 


deemer's name among them, . that man y may 


88 be faved. 1 


"Ga on, Dear Sir, in che way you have choſen. | 


Tread more and more in the divine and benevo- 
lent ſteps of your Lord, and of his apoſtle, ar- 
dently ſeeking the falvation of many men. The 
period is faſt approaching, « when they that 
are wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 


"0 firmament, and they that turn me any to > righs 
OF teouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and ever. 


Permit me to add, that it 18 with the greateſt 


pleature I. take this opportunity Of afluring ou, 


that I am, 
Drax Stk, 
5 Inchture, Fe binary 3öO N ect londt 5 friend, | 


aud moft ovedient fervant, 


lO RANDALL. 


AB ©. 


A DVERTISEMENT,. 


Hen the Ader was called "= the ſociety 
for propagating Chriſtian knowledge, to 


— BY their anniverſary ſermon, this ſubject o - 
cCurred as a proper one upon the preſent ſituation 


of their affairs. He could only preach a part of. 1 


what he had prepared, in illuſtrating the apoſtle's 


argument ; but when defired to publiſh, judged 
it beſt to give the whole. The third general head, 


which belongs to the examples of benevolence Te= 


commended, was not at all touched upon | from the 


pulpit. Yet what can be more ſtriking than this | 


to enforce ſuch an exhortation? We Gentiles | 


| ought to have! in the higheſt regard whatſoever re- 


lates to our great apoſtle. Was ever ſuch a lover . 
of mankind, or ever man ſo like his Lord ? 


some attempts have been made to ſet 157 FER 


life and character, but none (at leaſt which the 
wy author hath ſeen) equal to the ſubject. What a 


pity is it, ſome maſterly hand does not undertake 


5 — 


it? A good foundation is laid in Lord Lyttelton 8 
obſervations upon his converſion. But what a vaſt 
field i is behind from his whole life, eſpecially as 
there are ſo1 many materials, and theſe ſo authen = 
tic? The ſubjects they would lead to conſider, 
are the moſt important and curious; and w hat 
 poſlibly 


viii! 


: poflibly can be imagined. more uſeful ? An en- 
gagement here in every view muſt be ſuperior to 
any diſquiſition upon the life and writings of Ho- 
mer or Cicero, or indeed of any other man of 
fame, in ancient or modern times. What hints 

could be given in a ſermon, according to the au- 

thor's meaſure, are to be found here. And if 
| theſe ſhall prove of uſe to perſuade any to think 
more ſeriouſly of the truth of Chriſtianity, as the 


evidence ariſeth from this apoſtle, and his con- 


duct even to death; or to reach a conviction to 
| any in the miniſtry, who therein ſeek their own 
worldly advantage; Or to comfort and encourage 
the diſintereſted, to go on and abound more and 
more i in their pure love to God and ſouls; | or if, 
in any reſpeR, the diſcourſe, or any part of it, ſhall 
have the happy effect of promoting the true ſpirit | 

of divine love, by ſecking the profit of many to 
ſalvation, the great end i in view is anſwered. 


Chriſtian 
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1 Con. 33. and K. . 


— Yee ng —the pr oft of many, that they may be ſaved, 
Le ye followers of tne, even as T a Jo. am 5 Ci . 


N ſettling a point of conſci cience, concerning meats 
offered in ſacrific ice to idols, which had untaeppily. 
divided the Chiiſtians at Corinth; the apoſtle ex- 
horts them to the EXOFC: iſe of mutual forbearance and 
we; «Let no man,” lays he, ver. 24. „ ſeek his own; 
but every man another's Wealth.“ Thus genera u Prin- 
ate he very properly applies to the matter in queſtion; 3 
and concludes the ſubject, by recommending again this 
amiable diſpoſition, as that which init uenced bis Own 
conduct; wherein they ſhould the racher imitate him, 
in regard of the example of Jeſus Chriſt, which in 
this he followed; for e this “was the mind which 
« was in him.” e Es 
The leaſt degree of attention Will ſatisfy the reader, 
that the firſt verſe of the 1 1th chapter is torn from its 
ſubject in the 10th, by an improper divifon. When 


replaced to the roch, we ſee the ar gument ſtrong and 


complete. We obſerve too, that it is the ſame Suse 
by the apoſtle upon other occaſions of the like na- 
ture *. And he evidently | begins a new Ba eg in 


8 Chap. iv. 16,19, IX. 19.—22, Rom, xv. 1.—3. 3 
N the 
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* 2d verſe of the 11th. chapter. And if this firſt 
Bt verſe of that chapter is not joined to the former, it 


1 muſt ſtand ſingle and unconneted : an irregularity in 
* writing never to be found in one of ſo much exactne fs 
I and preciſion as this apoſtle, 


We read, then, the pallage from the 31ſt verſe of 
1 1 the 10th chapter this. VY het! tner therefore ye eat 
1 - e e r ink, Or W nat ſoever ve do, do all to the glory of 


i « God, Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor 
. « to the Ge! ntiles, nor to the < dure of God : Even as 
ö * | pleaſe all men in all things, not ſecking mine own 
profit, but the profit of many, that they may be ſa- 
„ t ved. Be ye imitators (for thus it thi ould have been 
5 rendered) „ of me, even as I 8 an of Chriſt.“ As 
| if the apoſtle had laik: In the whole of your con- 
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| 6s denenunation. 88 [ Geltre 190-CONGUECL mylcit In the 
Hy L CRE 555 55. ahi ex nx. 

[| c world, denied to many things which to me would 


1 0 be agrecable, t that I may the more effectually pro- 
17% NS more the edification of others; paving before my 
ſh . eyes 5 95 0 great object, the eternal 
J lalvation 85 il witho Int : | 
| <« {pirit ] with you to ww imitators ok we, anc 
ther becauie T herein follow the example of my great 
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“ and loving Lord.” 
a f | | | | | 3 2 RY Cl 
rie method in which we intend to iaſcrate this ivb- 
Tt” — i - 9 75 0 : ; Iv IE —_ 0 * i, 
þ ject, and which, in a dependence upon the divine at- 
| | * Ie 7 1 bo | | 2 | 
B | Lo Lance, 


_ formed his own condu: 7. 
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Ourſelv es Was 


Comfort, or 


impreſſion God i made upon our minds 
erve aq, Lhat to. Nr 


8 1 
Ftance, we ſhall endeavour to purſue, 
We ſhall, | 

I. Set forth the principle 


pe upon which the apoſtie 
and up n whi 
his exhortation to the Corin nthians; ſeek; g the 90 
the wealth of Others. . 25 | | 
II. Conſider the well. 


U- cho. en objec of. £118 2 
W ll to then, rhels {aly: ation W— and e 


=> Ae os J. 72 1 7 8 _ 1 . . EO 
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III. Tap upon the motive Dy which he recommend 
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example. 


as wh 
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Ove Be called Our OW 1 
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48 ay, for between theſe there is 
no een ; they 1 Choy not, but Perfectly TOO 8 
From the beginding, a diſpoſt ition to take care 
Planted within us: withe Out this we al 
have been inc nffere: nt about Onur laiety, imp: 


even life itſelf. It was therefore the firſt 
2 48 ve Ma ay Ob- 
principle revelation makes its 
in order to excite us to think or redemp- 
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tion, 
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tion (8). A principle 1 in itſelf moſt uſeful, and, if duly 
attended to, productive of the beſt effects; while, by 
neglecting or acting contrary to its dictates, through : 

indelence.- or the 3 ſervice. of divers luſts,“ we render 
_ ourſelves no leſs guilty, than when we violate her fiſter- 
principle, love and good-will to others, by indulging, 
what is more commonly allowed to be, criminal ieliſh- 
8 neſs. 5 | 
Indeed between theſe two there is no more real dit. 
cord, than between any other diſtinct appetites im- 
5 planted 1 in us: on the contrary, in the proper exertion of 
_ each, in their ſeveral juſt ſpheres, 2 mutual beauty and 
aid is produced: both are alike laws, proceeding from 
the ſame God who for med us, and are equally unver- 
on and binding. DEE 
Even matter itſelf, we obſerve, is under the law of 
gravity; and its dif ſtinct parts tend to union by mutual 
attraction. Thus 1t is known, that, though at great 
diſtances, the heavenly bodies move, fieſt round their 
| own, and then, in wondrous concord, about another 
centre, common to all, for general harmony and ule, 
Again 

The humbleſi k dun we tread under foot, after ſeek - 
ing its own nouriſhment from what ſurrounds it, ſhoots 
forth its leaves and fruit for the {upport of other crea- 
tures. Animals of the leaſt ſenſibility, after gather- 
ing what God hath provided for their own iuſtenance, 
5 vaturally crouch, or otherwiſe lend their ſervice to 
men; while the more generous are tamed for his 
| greater comfort or uſe. The ſpirit is univerſal and reci- 
Procal; t breathes through all, and, under the im- 
penerrable agency of the Molt High, is the bond by 
which the numberleſs individuals in the crcation are 
held together and conſiſt. 

(4). See Marth. VI. 53. v x. 28. XVI. 25. 26.27. AQs ii. 38. 39. 
40.3 iii. 19. 23. | . 

In 
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In this ſpirit, was man, the chief of the works of 
God, in this part of his univerſe, remarkably framed. 
SBuitably to his Particular nature, the firſt and great 
commandment given him, was, © to love the Lord his 

„God with all his heart; and the ſecond like to it was, 

© to love his neighbour as himſelf,” HEimſelf, as fit, 

was the firſt object of his care; his neighbour's good, 
according to that ſtandard, was next to be deſired; 
and, in the gratification of chis laſt prope enſity, a ſatiſ- 
faction no leſs real was to be found, than in that of the 
former. It muſt have been thus, in regard the nature 
of the great Lord who formed him, is love, © God is 
love, and he SPY in all the acts of it.“ Every _ 


« good and perfect gift is from above, and cometh 


25 


e down from the Fat he r of lights ( . His family in 
the earth and in = he dcacens is ſurely be eyond our rec - 
koning; but he alone Ki. idly; az well as powerfully, 
ſuſtains. 150 e e for them all. The eyes of all 
things walt upon him, the giwer 195 all good (d). „He 
706 Is good, and doth good to all. his, then, being 
God's own nature, the [pring and rule of his conduct, 
he muſt have formed us in this manner; as it is in- 
conceivable he ſhould frame us after any other! image 
than his own, wherein he math Perkin complacency z in- 
variably ſhewing it by his goodneis to all, and exalt- 


20 
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ing his tender mercies above all his other works. 
Hence it is, that, in acts of love to others, we expe- 
rience that eaſe and « deb oht, fo peculiar to the creatures 
of God, when anſwering the . for which he 
framed them. This was the * goodneſs he beheld in 
„ them, when, having finiſhed all his works, he reſted, 
and was refreſhed (e).“ Thus the eye looks, with eaſe 
and ſatisfaction, upon its objects. We tind it pleafant to 
bchold the ſun. The ear, receiving founds, 1 18 delight- 


(c) James i. 17. Cd pe exe g. Ces Exod; xxxi. bs 
| | 2 cc 


of reverence, dependence, hope, and defire towards 
| God, 15 well as a concern for che. e Welfa re of others, 
were then Twept away. Of this fa Un! ing! ng. of our 
frame, many fooliſh and hurtful Fas robbing the ſoul i 
of true peace, were the mer ible effects. 5 


TT 7 


ed; as the feet and hands move agreeably to the put- 


poſes for which they were intended. 


But no part of our frame, with more eaſe or pleaſure, 


addreſſes itſelf to fulfil the ends of its creation, than 
the ſoul, ſet in motion by love, e 33S eee —— : 


= of TH OE 


This then was | the bleſſee ba an ace ©! rt 841 eſtabli th- 
| 24 


edi in our fouls, according to the firſt and great com- 
| mandment, and the ſceond: which is like unto it, lo- 


ving God with all the heat t, and our neig hbour as our- 


: Siren: a conſtitution the moſt wonderfully calculated 
for dignity, beauty, uſefulneſs, and telicity. 


. It was by tranſgrellion, when an infinite God, the 


ana of | 8 . in whom unenvied ple nty Was 


to be found for all, was forſaken by man, and his hap 


| pineſs ſought from the creatures, in the indulgence "Of 
his own little and private pailions, that this bleſſed ba- 
lance | in his foul was broken. Other divine F 


Y 


The error was great. I he © creature even at hrſt was 
not int tended to conv vey fol lap pine] s to the foul of 


man; much legs is it able to 90 it now, becauſe the 
creature itſelf! is for our fins ſubjected to Vanity that 15 
made unfit to give even that fubordit nate degree of 155 


tisfation it was at firſt framed for. Nor can any at- 


tempt, how oft ſoever r epeated, or 1 conducted, 
produce the deſired | Joy to us. 


Yet man not Perceivin iT his error, or being obſtinare- 


I averſe from returning to what the divine wiſlom 
had contrived for his only true happinels, the love of 


God, and others, as well as of himſelf, a Dios y turns 


: about to all chat ; is in the world for it, in the indul- 
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gence of © cc the luſt of the eye, the luſt of the geſh, or ; 
« the pride of life ();“ covetouſneſs, ſenſu ality, vain 
honour, and ambition amongſt men, The cc e he 
loves more than God.” 

In this purſuit too man is violent. The Whole force 
of the ſoul, which originally was intended to be ſet upon 
the divine favour, and fecking the 889 of others, be- 
ing collected to attain this one end, of finding ſatisfac- 
tion in the gratilication of che luſts of his fleſh and 
mind, makes his deſires and endcavours eager, by theſe | 

means, to accompliſh it. = 
And his attempts are various, both on account of 
the different channels in which ſelf ſeeks to be gratified, 
and the necellity of renewing the trials from frequent 
diſappointments. Self-intereſt, eaſe, pleaſure, opinion, 
worth, righteouſneſs, honour, and applauſe, with ma- 


ny other. narrow purſuits of the ſame kind; are the 


paths wherein men now wander to plcale their fouls 
on earth. „ 8 
Beſides, the competitors being many, abou it objects ſo 
confined, the little divided prizes can be gained but by 
few: envy, conſcquently, and malice, fraud, anger, 
and revenge, the natural fruit of anxious and diſap- 
pointed ſelf, are produced amongſt us. Hence the de- 
{cription, from the oracles of God, of the univerſal ſtate 
of mankind : © We ourſelves were ſometimes fooliſh, 
-«: decerved, diſobedient, ſerving divers luſts and plea- 
c ſures, living in malice and env y, hateful, and ha- 
« ting one another (g). Evil paſſions not ole hurt- 
ful to the immediate objects of them, but which give 
8 juſt recompenſe of painful reward to thoſe who in- 
dulce them, and when moſt ardently, nay ſucceſsfully 
purſued, adminiſter difquiet and torment; the reverſe. 
of that ble ed eale, tranquillity, and Peace, which, by 


(Ff) 1 John ii. 16. i7. 7 Tir. . . 
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dur continuing in divine love, and its pure and bene- 


volent effects, we ſhould for ever have enjoyed. 
Indeed, notwithitanding this great and univerſal de- 


: viation to wicked cliſhneſs, from: love to God and 
men, ſuch reverence to this principle of benevolence | 
ſtill remains in the world, that there is not any thing 
on earth of ſuch univerſal good report. The legiſla- 
tors have neceſſarily inter woven its public ſpirit into 
their ſyſtems, hiſtorians have recorded its honours, 


poets have ſung its praiſe ; nay, from this the moſt en- 


vious and ſal themſelves cannot < always” with-hold 
their niggardly approbation. And the love of its good 
fame hath not ſeldom occaſioned men truly ſelfiſh, un- 
regenerate to God and his love, in many inſtances, to 
mimic its kind acts, while yet their reigning e 
"Of ſelf hath been at bottom in all. 


3. It is in the regeneration, according to the mercy : 


and truth of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, that this ſpirit 
_.of corrupted ſeliſhneſs and its concomitant evils can 
only and fully be done away, and the loſt ! image of the 
God of love, with all its happy fruits, be fellored to 


our ſouls; not reſtored only, but carried. to new and 


formerly unknown heights. 


| This regeneration is every where in te aſcribed i 


to God Rinnen, Our firſt quickening to life was, and 
could only be of his operation: and he alone who gave 
that firſt quickening, can again reſtore it when loft, 

nay when alienation from it reigns within us. Ile only 
who knoweth his own nature, can reveal it to us, or 
When revealed, transform our fouls according to it. 
Therefore in divine language it is ſaid, that “he who 


& commanded the light to thine out of darkneſs, hath 


„ ſhined in our hearts, to give the light of the know- 


« ledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jeſus 


— Chriſt (%%) ;“ fo that, © we with en face ne 


(+) 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
8 a8 


1 

« as in à glaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed! into 
* the ſame image from glory to glory, by the Spirit of © 
the Lord (i).“ And this is true regeneration, when, 
by the Holy Ghoſt, the truth of the divine glory, ma- 
nifeſted by Jeſus Chriſt to men, is ſhed abroad in our 
hearts, Captivating every thought, and forming all 
within us after the divine image. So do the truly re- 
generate deſcribe their own ſtate: « And we have known _ 
„ and believed the love that God hath to us. God is 
927 love; and he that dwelleth 1 in love, awelleth | in God, 
„ and God in him. Herein is our love made perfect, 
„that we may have boldneſs 3 in the day of judgm ent: 
« becauſe as he is, ſo are we in this world. We 
% love him; becauſe he firſt loved us. If a man tay, 1 
<« love God, and bateth his brother, he is a liar, —— 
And this commandment have we from him, that he 
Who loveth God, love his brother alſo ().“ He who | 
| knoweth theſe things is born again. The image of 
God wherein he at firſt was formed, | is reſtored, and cor- 
rupted narrow ſe] {hnefs deſtroyed. When by this truth 
divine grace takes poſſeſſion of the ſoul, the defor- 


mity of corrupted ſelf in every view, as robbing Gd 


of his glory, and our brethren of that kindneſs Which is 
due to them, is beheld with abhorrence, and as a law in 

our members bringing vs into the captivity of every wn, | 
as well as death, 1s broughe don And it is the work 
of the ſame grace ever after, by the exerciſe. Ff fairh 
and fear, hope and confidence, to carry forward che 
| hearts of the redeemed to the perfection of this love, 
making them more than conquerors at laſt over this 
evil principle, often riſing in the ſoul, and ſtrivi ing, by 
different handles of natural ten;vers, WIG: intereſts, 
and many other deceits, to recover is: dominion. 

And who among you, my dear friends, dave known 
what it is to be born again of the Spirit, and have ta- 5 


(7) 2 Cor. üi. 18. (iI Ichn iv. 16. 17. 19. 20. 21. 


[ 10 4 


Red that the Lord! 18 gracious, who will not bear wit- 
neſs to the truth of this doctrine ? After your firſt tranſ- 


ports of admiration, thankſgiving, and delight in God, 


and in his Son, for thus loving you, you were directly 
taught, by the divine influence then moving in your 
ſouls, to turn your compaſions to others. Sponta- 


neous flowings of heart you felt for like bleſlings to 


them, as you yourd: Ives had become partakers of. 
No more contracted within your own narrow boſoms, 
not even to relatives and friends (that little circle) was 

your care coaſined: for ſtrangers, for known, for un- 
known, and (While ind! gnation and zeal againſt fin a- 
bated not) for the greateſt tranſgreſſors, were your 
bowels moved. In particular, for adverſaries you felt 
tenderly. God for Chriſt's take had forgiven you; you 
Faw the glory, you experienced the joy, you would be 

like your God; you therefore forgave the higheſt inju— 


ries, and cried to him who had bi otted out your tranſ- 
greſſions for bis name's ſake, to pardon theirs. The 


kr children of God 0 Jeſus Chriſt, were the objects 
of a complacency heretofore unknown. 1 hey were 
beloved by you for the Father's ſake : you ſaw them to 
be the men for whom Chriſt died; they were become 
temples of the Holy Shoſt, and Joint heirs with your- 


ſelves of the ſame everlaſting inheritance: upon theſe 


great accounts they Were your delic ght, as the excellent 
Ones of the earth; and, by doi: ag f the will of your hea- | 
venly Fa her, became as your 6 brother, and ſiſter, and 


mother. Nay, in perceiving the love of Chriſt in lay- 


ing down his life for them, vou could even lay down 
your lives for ſuch brethren; and longed for the bleſſed 


day when all this love being made perfect ſhould caſt 


but fear, and have an endlets reign and joy among the 
ceneral aſſembly above, knit together 1 andible 
bonds, to God and ae HRS for ever and ever. Af- 


dections new, as ate a parent's bowels upon receiving 
| | 1 
is 


f 

his Erſt- born, were in the day of your regeneration felt 
by vou! Paſſions formerly unconquerable were e 8668 
into the obedience of Chriſt! and N of love before 
bag cape were perfected within you! 

No rod bent by outward force, when diſen gaged from 
its holdings, more eagerly returns to 1ts brit ſtraight ; 
ſtate; no bird after confinement more joyfully reſumes 
its wings in flight, than our ſouls, ſet free by the grace 


Of the goſpel from that ſad captivity wherein they were 


held to narrow guilty ſelfiſhneſs, return to God, and 
the objects of love he ſets before us; clearly ſhewing, 
that our firſt frame was love, as lover i in its full periec- 
tion is that image to which the Father of ſpirits and 
| God of love would now again renew us, by the tender 
mercies of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, his Son. 5 
When thus born again from above, as our love 0 
this heavenly Father is ſupreme, ſo love to others, the 
reverſe of ſelfiſhneſs and crooked envy, becomes our 
heart's next warmeſt motion. To excellence in others 
it is approbation; to their proſperity, complacency. 
It defraudeth none, oppreſſeth none; on the contrary, to 
ſorrow it is comfort, to weakneſs ſtrength, eyes to the 
blind, ears to the deaf, counſel to the fim iple and the 
_ wandering. To the needy it is bounty, to the diſtreſſed 
ſympathy wie out reſerve, and relief ſometimes beyond 
"th power. It ſuffereth long, and is kind, vaunteth nor 
irſelf, is not puffed up, ſeeketh not its OWN, is not ea- 
bly provoked, deviſeth not evil, rejoiceth not in ini- 
8 quity which ruincth, but in the tr -uth which ſaveth men. 
Such is the ſpirit breathed from God into his ne- 
born children by the goſpel. Much is it to be regret- 
ted, that it appcars ſo little in thoſe who call them-. 
ſelves Chriſtians : but this changeth not the nature of 
Ohriſtianity. Many ſuch heavenly fruits have appeared 
in the world by its influence, and will always : appear in 
exact proportion as men are under its p wer, 1 This is 
„ i Can ure 


| pure and undekled religion, the firſt 401 laſt cerfeRtion 


of our natures; moſt pleaſant to behold in others, de- 


lightful to feel in our own hearts, more fo to be ex- 
erted by us. For, according to the true ſpirit of this 
love, moſt juſtly expreſſed by thoſe lips it ſuited ſo well 


td utter it, It is more bleſſed to give than to re- 
Na celve.” 1 8 5 


"oe We are now ed to as how this divine love 


which was in the apoſtle, exerted itſelf. Its object was 
wiell choſen: „I ſeek the Pro lit of others, that fy 
* might be fived, Mon 7 


A diſpoſition to ſuccour i in diſt: reſs, 15 to communi- 


cate happineſs, is, as we have already ſeen, the brea- 
thing of love. Its condeſcenſion ſtoops to the loweſt 

object; nor doth its humility y diſdain the meaneſt office, 
to produce its kind effects. A priſon will be viſited, a 
cup of cold water adminiſtered, when theſe are called 
for to alleviate a preſent or temporary affliction. But 
there are greater aer found amongſt men for "the: 


exerciſe of his divine affection, 
Who can ſay, that this earth, which God | hat ath given 


to man, ſhould not be improved ? the wide ocean ſo 
fitted for commerce, not employ ed to convey the pro- 
duce of diſtant countries, for the mutual benefit of 
the inhabitants of di ferent. nations ? that the various 
talents and abilities wherewith God hath endued men, 
| ſhould not be encouraged and exerted to the advance- 
ment of every | laudable art and ſcience, when thereby 
the general happi ineſs of mankind is promoted? Hu- 


manity may, in theſe things, be much engaged, and 


far extended: and when the Chriſtian ſo beholds it, 
he is ready to be affected, as our Lord was with reſpect 
to the young rich man in the goſpel, concerning whom 


it is written, „And Jeſus beholding him, loved him.” 


But when in the earth in general, and in his own coun- 


try, 


. 
00 
266 
« flood came and deſtroyed them all. 
as it was in the days of Lot, th ey did eat, they 


and deftroyed them all : 


46 day when the Son of man is reve ealed 2? 


[ 13. T 
try, he obſerves, that, in the mid{t of all this, ce one 


cc oreat thing is lacking ;” alas! more 5 lacking; 
that this proſperity deftroys fooliſh men ; and that, 


inſtead of the goodneſs of God leading 0 repentance, 
God is thereby the more forgot, his unſearchable 


riches, e for ſalvation, neglected; 3 and impie- 
ty, irreligion, luxury, and vice in every view increa- 


ſed; what can he do, but breathe a ſigh over the 
4 Froitful fields of the fail improving country, and over 
the city of ſtirs, the joyous city, where the ſound of 
the harp and the viol ccaſeth not, and every diſſipa- 
ting amuſement reigns; while che awful words of his 
Lord is brought to "hin remembrance, « (7) And as it 


«© as in the days of Noe, ſo ſhall it be alſo in the 


days of the Son of man. They did eat, they drank, 
they married wives, they were given in marriage, 
until the day that Noe entered into the ark: and the 


Likewiſe alſo 


66 


- drank, they baude, they fold, they planted, they 
<« builded : but the ſame day that Lot went out of So- 
« dom, it rained fire and brimſtone from heaven, 


Even thus ſha 11 it be! in the ; 


Indeed, to fuppole the beſt, grant th lat, in our p pur- 


uit of earthly things, the goodnels of God were not 
fo unhappily made, through our corruption, the occa- 
fion of our forgetting the great giver of it; that we 
thereby made leſs proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfil its 
luſts; and had leſs reaſon to dread the expected ap- 
pearance of our Lord, to take vengeance for the abuſe 


of this kindneſs ; and farther admit, that humanity car- 
ried its ſpirit far amongſt us: ſtill w: ld it, as a prin- 
ciple of action, fall Mort of divine love. And the ſame 
00 Luke xvii, 26, —3 5 
offices, 
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offices, as inſpired by the one and the other, would be 
different in their beauty, their dignity, and joy. _ 
| Where-ever God is, there is a majeſty to which no- 
thing elſe can riſe; and in whatever heart or action he 

1s regarded, a ſuperiority is felt. Religion, therefore, 
and divine love, ſeeking the profit of others in whatſo- 

ever way, doing all their works in regard to him; — 

to his authority commanding, and his love conſtraining 3 ; 

give an elevation above human compaſſion, and its beſt 
fruits; and while they baniſh not, highly improve this 
amiable principle: ſo that the ſame ſympathy with po- 
verty, reproach, or pain; the ſame cloathing of the na- 

ked, or feeding the hungty, becoming the widow! $ 

ſhield, or orphan's ſtay ; the ſame kind acts of. private 
Friendſhip, or endeavours to advance public proſperity, 
as flowing from mere humanity, or dictated by regards 
to the Moſt High, are very different. There is a 
nobleneſs and beauty in the laſt, which the tor! mer can 
lay no claim to. 
Bout Chriſtians look higher chan to theſe things, i in 
the benevolence of their hearts to men; © that they 

„may be ſaved,“ faith the apoſtle. It is not food, 
nor raiment, nor human greatneſs, nor the delicate 
Pleaſure of the moſt refined arts on earth, that is here 
the object of his good wiſhes to men. It is the welfare 
of their ſouls: and, if we reflect in the ſlighteſt manner 
on their value, we ſhall approve of his love, in us 
erbt, above all things, their profit. 
- The Goule of men are the chief wor kmanſhip of God: 
on earth, and of kin to the nobleſt ſpirits above. By 
4 many conſiderations their worth hath often been ſnewn, 
| whether as conſidered in their own intrinſic excellence, 
or in the compariſon between them, and whatever elſe 
hath been efteemed and loved by men on earth. Your 
time, at preſent, allows me to mention only the follow- 
ing conſiderations upon th 11S Part of the ſubject 


3 | 


* our image, after our likeneſs : 


to creatures, can be ſaid higher. 


is blood be ſhed : 


falling by tranſgreſſion from it; 


10 be ſaid of any creature; and 1 man mult be valuable 
as s they belong to him. 


this great point upon its unlatiskying ue, 
(=) Gen. i. 26. 


5 15 4 


Ic were enough, ſurely, to ſay, our fouls mult be va- 
Juable, becauſe. God, the beſt judge of the worth of 5 


his creatures, hath ſhewn ſuch diſtinguiſhed reſpect and 
Kindneſs to them. But this will more abundantly ap- 
pear, if we remember, that, after he had finiſhed his o- 


ther works on earth, God ſaid, Let us make man in 


and let them have do- 
* minion (#m) :” than which, ſurely, nothing, in regard 
Different degrees, we 


allow, may be in this reſemblance; bur whatever is poſ- 


ſeſſed of what is certainly included in the expreſſion, is 
of high rank in creation. Made after God's image! like 


to him who 1s the only Excellent, the only Potentats: : 
the only Bleſſed! For in all theſe views was man made 


after the image of God. And the reverence which on 


this great account God hünſelf inſtructs us he would : 


have paid to him, is in this ſtriking manner expreſſed, 
in the ſanction of that law he made for his preſerva- 


tion: © Whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, by man ſhall 5 


for in the image of God made 
he man ().“ To have this image in knowledge, 


holineſs, and dominion ; to be framed capable of lo- 


ving, and of being hi of God, as dear aer ; 
of ſerving, and being bleſſed by him in reward; 
have, on that account, a capacity of exquiſite ſen6ibili- 
ty in all his frame; to correſpond 1 in happineſs, or mi- 


ſery, either with his abiding in this bleſſed ſtate, or 
theſe are great things 


So much the rather that he is immorte al: 


At preſent, 


we diſcuſs not the ſubtilties of the celebrated argument, 
for the immortality of our ſouls, as inſepara able from 


their immaterial ſubſtance. Nor is it needful we reſt. 


Neither 
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hall we enlarge upon other very plauſible and com- 
fortable preſumptions, which have been offered upon 
this ſubject. It may well ſuffice, that he, who only 
hath life and immortality in himſelf, and who, doubt- 

leſs, hath power, on the one hand to bring to nought, 
or on the other to continue in endleſs life, any creature 
or work of his own hand he pleaſeth, hath brought 
this his determined purpoſe to light, that not our ſouls 
only, but, after a glorious reſurrection, our bodies too, 
ſhall die no more. How valuable a creature then is 
: man! We are loſt in the endleſs proſpect of our exiſt- 


ence. What, in compariſon, are earths, and moons, 


and ſans, and ſtars, of whatever outward magnificence, 
: ſplendour, or duration! In the balance they are light 
as air. In this ſure proſpect may the humbleſt per- 
ſons, whom the Son of God at firſt created after his Fa- 
ther's image, and hath now redeemed, unto whom he 
hath ſaid, © Becaule I live, ye ſhall live alſo,” re- 
joice while they contemplate the longeſt lived, and 
moſt durable works of creation, and may allude to the 
| triumphant ſong belonging to their Lord, and ſay with 
tranſport, ** Of old haſt thou laid the foundation of 


the earth: and the heavens are the work of thy hands. 
& 


* 


They ſhall periſh, but we ſhall endure : yea, all of 


„ them ſhall wax old as a garment; as a veſture halt 
thou change them, and they ſhall be changed, but 
-$6..0ur years ſhall have no end (o).“ 


All this is greatly heightened by o our capacity to 1 


vance, and to be enlarged, during our immortality, to 


a degree now 0 illuſtrate this, we may ob- 
ſerve in all the creatures of God, a tendency to grow 


to a certain pitch of perfection originally intended 


for them. The ſmall ſeed that is caſt naked into the 


gr ſpringeth up, © firſt the blade, then the ear, 


« after that the full corn in the ear ( 29. till! it ripens | 


WY Plal, cii. 25.ä—27 50 Mark i T 
| manifold 
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manifold for the harveſt. The ſtately oak we now ad- 
' mire, was once a little acorn ; and when in its nobleſt 
ſpread, the growth of many ſeaſons, it is but the em- 
bryo extended. In like manner, our infant thoughts, 
by the inſtruction and improvements that are found 
upon earth, are capable of, and ſometimes do ſhoor 8 
up to many and great ideas. But as children can- 
not comprehend what in manhood they ſhall arrive at; 
ſo neither ſurely can we, in theſe our firſt days, our 8 
infancy of regeneration, know what in eternity ſhall. 
be attained. This obvious and ſtriking image we find 
wade uſe of by the apoſtle, to illuſtrate 1 ſub- = 
. For we know in part, wn we propheſy in 
85 part. But when that which s perfe K is come, 


S&: then: that which is in part all be done away. 
When I was a child, I ſpake as a child, I underſtoocl 


| „ as a child, 1 reaſoned as a child : but when I became 


e a man, I put away childiſh things, For now we lee 


785 through a glaſs, darkly ; but then face to face: now 


« ] Lins + in part; but then ſhall | know cven as allo [ 
„ am known . 


Had Adam aged; innocent, he would have been 


the meaſure of that perfection to Which his pollerity 
would have riſen, and beyond which they could not 
have gone. Jigb, no doubt, that muſt have been, | 11 
knowledge, honour, and felicity : bur ſtill would it 
have been beneath what, in a proper ſenſe, is heavenly : oy 
God having made kim © a little lower than the an- 
gels (5).“ But Chriſtians have a perfection ſet before 


them, in a promiſed reſemblance to Jeſus Chriſt, their 


new head, far above whatever that could have been. 
The firſt man is of the earth, earthy : the ſecond man 


is the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, ſuch are 
they allo that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, ſuch 
rare they alſo that are heavenly. And as we have born 


(a) I Cor, $111, n (b) Pal, Ville 


0 1 

« the ! image of the en rchy, we ſhall alſo bear the image 

of the heavenly (a).“ To inert this, let it be 
conſidered, that e 
jeſus Chriſt, in his human nature, was firſt a child; 

an infant of thoughts, as well as days : „hie chit - 
grew, and waxed ſtrong in ſpirit (bj. And again, 

„He grew, and waxed ſtrong in ſpirit, filled with”. 
"BY: wildom: He increated | in wiſdom and ſtature ; and 

* the grace of God was upon him (c).“ In proceſs of 
- time; the Spirit without meaſure came upon him, and 
the enlargement of his human foul was accordingly. 
And now the fulneſs of the Godhead dwelling. bodily | 
in him, his human nature is become the ſeat 5 all di- 
1 vine knowledge and glory, and the medium of convey- 
ing theſe and All their bleſſed effects to us. And when 
we remember what is written by the apoſtle John, 
56 Beloved, now we are the ſons of God, and it doth 
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„not yet appear what we ſhall be but we know 

N ce that when he ſhall appear, We hal he like him; for 
j e ſhall fee him as he is (d).“ As our Lord bim 
. ſelf alſo faith to his Father, 19 be glo! y which thou 
WW © haſt given me, I have given them: that they may 
Wh “be one, even as we are one (e);” we may juſtly cry'out, 
. How great is the goodneſs the Lord hath lad up for 
1 them that fear him F How ſpiritual in body, how Ai 
li vine in foul ſhall man in his immorta! ity become, when 
maus made like the Son of God for ever! How noble 
Ill the aim, then, to ſeek the profit of ſuch ? _ infinitely ſu- 
| periar to whatever elſe hath been named, as an object of 
ll » benevolence and ambition among men. \y hich will full. 
1 ve. more evident, if we con der, | 8 
10 2. That the apoſtle's words, < that they may be ſa- 
0 « wy" certainly include a preſent ſlale of lots; ſince 
{ i | 955 (a) 1 Cor. XV. 47—49. ã„ — 

0 Luke i. 80. e John i. 22. 

1 eb. i 0. 5 

Ii the 


guilt! in the light of a holy and righ 1teous :Goc 
not be . 1Thout. bis ind ion ation, -and 1 its heavy effects. 


— 


139 


the word ee « ſalvation” plainly conveys an idea of reſto. 


ration to — 18 in that condition. And to he indeed, 


Who was beſt acquainted with our preſent ſituation, 


interprets it, by ſaying, „Jam come to = k, and to 
„ ſave that which was loft (a). : 


The leatt hurt to a be ing ſo truly excellent as man, 


is much to be lamented. We often ere. a ſingle 
calamity, when remarkably ſtriking, though b t earth- 
ly and temporary, producing g gent ral and high. diſtreſs. 
The 1 ruin of a beloved friend, or child, lor! hufbandd, hath 
not unfrequentiy thrown into diſtraction, or how A: 
weight which hath tank down the afflicted to the grave. 
And if, in particular inſtances, there can be ſuch 1 pain- 
ful ſympathies, to What ROTO unt can it be placed, but 
to the inſenſibility of death itſelf in ſpiritual things, 
that we are not moved to ex «quilts Ciftrefs, when We 
hear it revealed from heaven, that all our race are, by 


tranſgreſſion aga unſt God, invoived in a tate, only to 
be dcleribed, by 1s being laid, — “ they are loſt? 
Loft! our fouls, our ;imoral ſouls loſt! to what 


Joſt? to every perſon, and great purpole for which they | 
were intended; to the moſt high God, by diſhonour- 
ing and offending, inſtead of plealing ane? eee 
im; "I our fellow. Creatures and brethre: 1, by hurting, 
Inftead of proving uſcful to them in their beit con- 
£crns : to ourſelves, by e e elf. deſtruction, 
in place of excelling and acquiring true happ! ineſs. 


44 of Py 
Morcover, all Ls being the act fruit of inexcuſable 


4 


And fo it is written, La The Wrath of God is revealed 
© fro! im heaven acainlt 3k ungodlineſs, and unrighteou .. 


« nels of men (4);” and, “ The foul that finneth ſhall 


die (e).“ And if this ine lignation and death (as ſome 
have unwarra in tably {ad} were only the daily expiring 
() Lukexix. 10. C Rom. 1.48; Ke) Sen, ii 1% 1 Ezek. xvii 4.” 
——ů we 


b 0 
we are witneſſes of, it were much to be regretted; that 
ſuch ſhould be the lot, the univerſal lot of the whole 
race of mankind. But is it, indeed, the loſs of the 
breath of this life alone, which is in theſe threatenings ? | 
No ! doubtleſs the whole: man, which had tranſgreſſed, 
1s affected by them, and principally that mortal ſpi- 
- Fit: within, which gave the wiltul and preſumptuous 

direction to the outward man, to be the inſtrument of 
its iniquity: and therefore, as from the beginning this 
inſtrument was juſtly ſubjected to death, ſo ſhame be- 
fore the offended God, and dread of his diſpleaſure, 
were, from the moment of tranſgreſſion, the miſerable 
torment of the real criminal, the foul within, 
To the nguiſh and bitterneſs of this death, we may 
now be | inſenlible, as It is a part of our unhappineſs by 
| fin, both in the na tural courſe of things, and by the 
divine judgment permitting it, that, for a feaſon, we 
ſhould be under the influence of ignorance, and litleſf. 
neſs to what is ſpiritual l. And ſo are we deſcribed by 
the Holy Ghoſt, when Chriſt came to redeem us; 


„ The day-ſpring from on high hath viſited us, to give 
light to them that fit in darkoefs, and che ſhadow 


1 40 of. death (a) ; that „fit“ in darkneſs, contented and 


unalarmed, in ignorance of their true ſtate, when with. 
in the verge of extreme ruin and death. - 
Far from this in ſenſibility was the Son of God when: 
he came to ſave us. His life was a life of torrows : 
he was acquainted with grief. By day, abounding ini- 
quity, and the obſtinacy and contradiction of Gnners as 
gainſt himſelf, and the falvation he was bringing from | 
his Father, bowed him down. By night, irons, crying 
and tears, marred his countenance more than any man's. 
ws] his hour approached, he was confounded and knew 
not what to ſiy; was ſorrowful unto death; and at laſt, 
being numbered amopgſt tranigrehiors by men, hum. 
Ca) Luke i. 79, 1 : 
bled | 


T m7: 


bled under the. buſietings of Satan, in agony under 
the forſaking of his heavenly Father, he gave up the 
ghoſt; that we might be accounted worthy to eſcape 
that awful wrath for ſin, which we were neither able 
to deliver ourſelves 1 nor ſupport ourſelves under. 


Whence then come theſe different ſituations of 


Chriſt and us, with regard to tranſgreſſion? he, the 
holy and juſt One, and his F ather's beloved, when bring- 
ing us to God, under agonizing diſtreſs, even to death z 7 
woe, the really guilty, inſenſible and at eaſe ? Whence, 
but from this; that Jeſus was perfectly acquainted with 

the holineſs and righteouſneſs of him with whom evil 
cannot dwell, and the power of his anger againſt it; we, 
though juſtly meriting that anger, blind in our minds, 
and hardened i in our hearts. againſt fear, on account of 
it? But our being fo, changeth not the nature of 
5 things; ; leaſt of all what is lo "urichangeable with God, _ 
his being of purer eyes than to behold iniquity; nor 
diſannulleth his purpoſe, to cauſe them utterly to periſh, 


who, in his holy judgment, ſhall finally be tound gal 
of "EL 


Bat. my dear gien are cher things realities | ? in 


very deed i is ſuch the ſituation of immortal men, fallen 
from God by iniquity ? and do the accounts proceed 
from God himſelf, the © holy and true (a),“ and from 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt, who hath <* teſtified to men, what — 
he hath ſeen and heard of his Father (4) 2” _ 


We have heard the ſeverities of God in the ſufferings 


=: Chriſt, and puniſhment of fin amongſt men, vindi- 
cated as proper, and of excellent als” ro ſupport the 
divine government in che world. We admit the reaſon, 
and have ground to believe, (as it is infinitely fit it 
ſhould be 10), that the whole univerſe of God 1 1s influen- T 
ced hereby (c). But we would ſtill keep this good rea- 
fon of theſe afflictions in its own place, as ſecondary and 


(s) Rer. 3 John viii. 26. e Eph. iii. 10. 
ſubordinate; 


— — — — 
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ſubordinate; while, as the high truth, we would aſſert, 
that as it is the great uſe of all the works of God, to 
| manifeſt his inviſible glory (a); fo, in particular, this 
his higheſt poflible act of government, in © pleaſing to 
* bruiſe his own Son, to put bim to grief, when he made : 
« his ſoul an offering for fin (%), did ſtew forth what 
really is his holy and righteous, as well as his merciful 
nature, before all in heaven and earth (c). The earth,” 
thus beheld by t the moſt exalted ſpirits above, © is full 
of his glory (u). And this is the glaſs, wherein, as 
with open face, Chriſtians behold the divine glory, where 
they are transformed into its image (e). We would fay, 
that in no inftance hath the molt wite God occaſion, in 
the government of his Creatures, to hold out falie co- 
lours, either to allure or awe them to his ſubjection; „ 
nor to raiſe in them falſe impreſſions, or deceittul feel- 
ings; to anſwer ends which could not, by the power of 
the truth itſelf, be accompliſhed among them : that 
therefore he never declared himſelf more holy and juſt 
than he really was; nor ever annexed a ſanction to a 5 ö 
by threatening, Which was not juſt, and which, whe n 
incurred, was not righteous in him to execute: and in 
: particular, when C brit t, though a Son, endured the croſs, 
as our ſecond Adam, the juſt for the unjuſt, to bring us 
£0 God, he © ought to have ſuffered thele things Cher 
As, in like manner, and een the ſame glory, u chen 
the laſt judgment ihall be finiſhed, and the ſentence pal 
cd upon the guilty , © Depart from me, ye curſed, into e- 
s verlaſting fire,” the ſong ſhall rig! b iy aicend from 
all the holy ones of God, 00 act er nd true are thy. ways 


sf 


7 


„O Kine of ſaints! Who ſhall not 88 hee, O Lord! 
and glorify ty name? for tho du only art holy (20. 


P Lat: 
2 Rom. i. 19. 20.; AQs I vi. z. Rey, iv. 811. 
Veuvil. 24. . n n (NY _ i. 18. Rom 125-26; 
5 If. 1 1111. 10. 9 auke xxiv. 26. 
AE Sf u. 111. | 10 5 Tf: vi. init. 2. Rei V. XV. 2. 4. | 


Theſe 


5 
20; 
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Theſe things being ſo, how is man loſt by. in! 


Say but the half, the leaſt part of this poor repreſenta- 


tion of theſe our deep concerns, was true; what are 


all the ruins and wrecks, over which the eye of man 
_ hath mourned, or his heart been fad, when compared to 


this? If upon any defolations 1 in this world, the “ earth”? 
is ſaid © to languiſh, Lebanon to be aſhamed. and hewn 
£6 down, Sharon to become a wilderneſs, Baſhan and Car- 


« mel to ſhake of their fruits (4) ;” or higher bill, upon . 
ſuch occaſions, is © the ſun” ſaid to be darkened, the 
< moon to with- hold her light, the ſtars to fall, and the 
40 powers of the heaven to be ſhaken (b) C48 Jeremiah ; 


to be admired, when calamitics came upon his nation, 
that he wiſhed © his head were waters, and his eyes a 


fountain of tea rs, that he might \ weep day and night 
for the ſlain of his people (c) 55 or, upon an after 
threatened deſolation, do we juſtify Mondecai: 6 rending 
« his cloaths, putting on ſackcloth with aſhes, and going 
into the midſt of the city, even to the king's gate, 
{uh crying with a loud and bitter cry (d)? 7 what anxiety. 
and grief ſhall we find proportioned to this vaſt and 


8 ruin from God himſelf, ſo merited by our ſin, 


and in due time ſo certainly to be executed in a ſecond 


death, from which there is no deliverance, but where 


miſerable man mult „pay the uttermoſt farthing (e)? 
IF from the bitterneſs of this death a dellverance is poſ- = 
ſible, how great indeed is the profit, and how well 
| choſen the benevolence 1 pointed that way ? Which brings 8 
us to lay. e 1 


3. That from this 1005 there may be a recovery; 


99:4 


that they may be ſaved,” ſaith the apoſtle. 
It is the intention of Chriſt t, in coming to the world, 


and of all che icriptures, which teſtify of Ile to declare 
this grace; that by him, ELLE to tlie mercy of 


(a) If. xxxiii. 9. (8) Eſth. 


11 e Jer &. 1. 
(4) Matth. xx1v. 29. (e) Matz. . 
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5 his Father, men may be ſaved. And no wonder this fal- 
vation is ſaid to be © great (a). Every thing that en- 


1 


ters into the notion of greatneſs, i is found in it. 


An alleviation in ordinary calamities comforteth ; 


but where the ruin is vaſt and total, alleviation is not 
regarded. The deliverance muſt be perfect, elſe the 
grief aſſuageth not. The wife of Phinehas, when the 
ark of God was taken, her father-in- law and huſband 
Killed, was told of the birth of her ſon, and bid © not to 
L on fear; ; ſhe anſwered not, neither did ſhe regard it. 
„ She named the child Ichabod, ſaying, The glory is 
40 departed from Iſrael (5).” Thus muſt i it have been 
with loſt man, had his redemption not been complete, 
( (fo immenſe is his ruin by tranſgreſſion), when he ſhould 
have become truly ſenſible of it. But his ſalvation is 


perfect; the greateſt poſſible to man, the greateſt e- 


ver God beſtowed, The depths of all his counſels, 
the heights of all his grace, the energy of all his power, 
the riches of all his bounty, the manifeſtation of all his 
glory, are here; nothing is with-held, or left undone. 
The love paſſeth all knowledge; and whatever that 
could dictate, or his own Son achieve, or his Spirit 
influence, from the depths of ſlavery and death, to the 
heights of liberty and life e no accompliſhed for 
this redemption. _ 
Before this ſalvation 1 18 revealed, the preparations are 
exceeding great, paving the way for its appearance 
in our world. In deſcription, all nature, all within 
the knowledge of man, is ranſacked to ſet forth its 
beauty, greatneſs, and excellence. On account of 
tranſgreſſion the world had been brought under a 
curſe; but in the view of this falvation, « the earneſt 
« expectation of the creature waiteth for the mani- 


66 feſtation of the ſons of God ; becauſe the creature 


„ itſelf alſo ſhall be delivered from the bondage of 


(a) Heb. ii. 3 #8) 1 Sam, i iv. 20, &c. 


cc corruption 


1 


8 corruption, into o the glorious liberty of theſe ſons (a). _ 
In the mean time, © in the wilderneſs waters are 
« ſajd to break out, and ſtreams in the deſert, the 
5 parched ground to become a pool, and the thir- 
8 ty land ſprings of water (35).“ „ The heavens re- 


2 joice, the earth is glad, the ſeas roar, and the floods 
t dclap their hands. All the trees of the wood, the 


<« fjeld and all that is therein rejoiceth „ 
„ mountains ſhall drop down new wine, and the hills 


„ ſhall flow with milk, and a fountain ſhall come forth 


<« of the houſe of the Lord, and ſhall water the valley 
of Shittim (d).“ The glory of Lebanon is given 


« to it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon : "they 5 5 


„ ſhall ſee the glory of the Lord, and the excellency 
of our God (e).“ „The wolf alſo ſhall dwell with _ 
the lamb; and they ſhall not hurt nor eng. in all 
© God's holy mountain ().“ 
Moreover, © the light of the moon ſhall be as 5 | 
light of the ſun, and the light of the ſun ſhall be 
1 ſevenfold, as the light of ſeven days, in the day 
<« that the Lord bindeth up the breach of his peo- 
„ ple (g).” © For behold, I create new heavens, 
and a new earth : and the former ſhall not be re- 
uy membered, nor come into mind. But be you glad 
and rejoice for ever in that which I create : for "be- 
hold, I create Jeruſalem a e and her People a 
. Je (, N 
0 theſe figures in deſcription were added many 
types, and fions, and prophecies, railing expectation high 
concerning the great thing ſet forth by them. R In ſub⸗ 5 
ſerviency to this, the other important affairs of prov1- 
dence in the world were carried on. Wonderful favours 


ir, 8; 


(a) Rom. viii. 19, 21. (e) TE XXX Fo 


50 Il. xxx. 15. It. xi. 6.9. ; chap, xv. 25. 
(c) Pſal. xcvi. penult. Ce). Th; MN. 26. 
Ca Joel ii, i. ( Ib. Iv. 17. 
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where ſociety, and the arts of life 


1 26 4 


1 preſervations \ were vourchiafed t to one peculiar peo- 


wy among whom this redemption was to appear; while 
the riſe and fall of many. other kingdoms were in con- 
nection, or ſhadows of what belonged to this great event. 
When the fulneſs of time for its manifeſtation came, 
however unattracting to men, ſecking after ſplendid 
ſigns, or falle [ence i though little ſuited to the wiſ- 


dom, or the carnal views of this world, either in former 
or latter ages; yet to thoſe whoſe eyes are open to diſ- 


cern whit: 1% truly excellent, and whoſe hearts are pre- 


pared to judge what 15 true wiſdom, it appears far above 


„whatever cye had ſcen, or ear had heard, or heart of 
uu man had for merly conceived, even the hidden wiſ- 


« dom, which God before the world had ordained unto ; 
« gur glory (). > 
K beyo obſerve men, when this ſalvation comes into the 


world, « walking in a vain and evil courſe, according 
« to the prince of the power of the air, the ſpirit char 
e worketh in the children of diſobedience; fulſlling the 
d eſire of the fleſh, and of the mind (5); Walking in la- 
« ſciviouſneſs, luſts, exceſs of wine, revellings, banquet- 


„ ings, and abominable idolatries (c); aliens from the 


«© commonwealth of Iiracl, and ſtrangers to the co- 
„ yenants of promiſe ; having no hope, and without 


« God in the world (d).“ This is the ſcripture- account 


of the ancient world, to whick all other hiſtory agrees; 


as indeed doth the preſent ſtate of thoſe dark parts of 


the earth, which are full of the habitations of cruelty z 
where men are found, men capable of the divine i- 


mage, and who hereafter are to ſtand before the awful 


judgment-ſeat of God, to receive a final ſentence for e- 
ternity; leading a life ſcarcely above that of the beaſts 


of the field they hunt for prey : 


as in other countries, 
, have had long foot- 
_ 1 Pet. iv. 3 5 


(a) 1 Cor. ii. 79 9. . 
(Ad) Eph. 11. 12. 


(9) Eph. ii. 2. 3. 


20 
=} 


11 


ing, but where this revelation hath not Gread | its li Bt 
and influence; with regard to the true God, his wor- 


Mip, and ſervice, and whatever, belongs to the great 


concerns of an eternal ſtate, deep! ignorance, and the 


g moſt deplorable idolatry and ſin, prevail. 


88 
4 
3 
, 2 
1 
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In a ſituation fo forlorn, who can leiteten admire 


and value the goſpel of Teſus Chriſt;-viſiting men with i 
light in the midſt of darkneſs? It is a kingdom, that 


though it cometh not with obſervation, yet goth it in 
reality contain the moſt clear, certain, and comfortable 


| knowledge of our deareſt and moſt important intereſts. 


Here only are given true and diſtinct views of the 
ſpirituality, the holineſs, righteouſneſs, mercy, and faith- 


fulneſs of the great God with whom we have to do. A 
foundation is laid in a divine propitiation for pardon and 


reconciliation to us guilty men, and, by a range man- 


ner of love, for a new and higher ſonſhip to God, than 
we were at firſt honoured wich By this goipel we are 
directed to a heavenly, ſublime, and acceptable worſhip, 
through a great High Prieſt, who is already paſſed into 
the heavens, and is there accepted and cloned of God 
his Father. Herein alſo we lee our Redeemer exaited, * 
to all power in heaven and earth, for his body's ſake tie 
church; able thereby ro uphold this kingdoin, and all 
who belong to it, to the end; and to make all things 
Work together for good to his redeemed. Here do 
we find a gift; not the renewing man's ſpirit only, that 
candle of che Lord, which at his creation was given to 
guide him; but the Holy Gol t, now purchaſed and 


ſent down from on high, for the moſt neceffary and beſt 


purpoſes; even to quicken, purify, uphold, comfort, 0 
and bleſs the people of this kingdom. By him they al 
delivered from their former vain converſation, and 8 


the law of ſin in their members. He maketh them 


Free By the truth, that they may no longer faſhion 
them! ves ACCO ording to their former luſts; but as he 


2. . 


«14: 1699 


1 


of our ſun, 
Ghoſt in their brightnels, and "Comfort to our fouls, 
is as the ſhining of even days,” under any former 
diſpenſation? „„ 


THT 


who calleth them is holy, ſo to become holy | in all 


manner of converſation; and every way to prepare them 


as veſſels of mercy for glory. To all theſe things 
the hoſts of angels above miniſter Ma new Union is de- 
clared amongſt alt; in heaven and earth, moſt intimate, 
dear, and indiffoluble; ; all at laſt to be winded up in one 


inexpreſſibly glor.ous appearance of God to judgment; 


when, according to the goſpel of this ſalvation and 
kingdom, * all nations ſhall be gathered together ( 42) 
to receive an impartial and final ſentence for eternity; 
when new heavens and a new earth ſhall be brought 
forth, incomparably more excellent than the preſent; 
where the endleſs day ſhall be no longer the brightneſs of 
a created ſun, but the glory ſhining forth from the God 
of this ſalvation, and the Lamb fulfilling it, for ever 
and ever; and where the night, its juſt and fad reverſe, 
| ſhall be utter and endleſs darkneſs, making the terror 5 
bey ond conception great. 


Can higher things than theſe enter into 5 heart of 


man? or 18 it exaggeration to ſay, that the “light of our 
moon,“ under che revelation of them, is © as the light 


of any former ſun” for knowledge; and © the light 
or the high enlightenings of the Holy 


And do we, oh my Fenda | do we - hear the many 


congratulations to this age, upon the advancement of 
Dunn learning and arts, which terminate with this 


preſent life; 1 do We obſerve ſo much elevation ! in 


the few men of taſte in theſe things, (for comparatively 
few they mult ever be), above the common herd of 
mankind, who are ignorant of them; do we ſee aſſocia- 


tions formed, and a ipirit raiſed to propagate and im- 
prove in them ? and ſhall not we, who profels to believe | 
(a) Matth. xxv. 31. 32. 


in 


0 


1 


i hat back been ſet forth concerning the redemption 
of immortal, but loſt men, be engaged to ſeek their pro- 
fit, in becoming partakers of ſo vaſt a mercy ; ſo infi- 
nitely ſuperior to every poſſible poſſeſſion or refinement 
upon earth, and that not to be confined to a few, bur 
extended to many? for the more that are intereſted in 

this beſt treaſure, it is ſo much the happier to each in- 
| dividual belonging to it. Which leads, 


2. To ſay, that as we have ſeen how well choſen EL 


the object of the apoſtle 8 benevolence was, the ſalva- 
tion of men; we now add, ſo was that object wide- 


| 4. extended in his loving foul ge chat m wy my be 
de ved. El 


In all reſpects, we are fearfully and wonderfully hate; | 


Nor is it the leaſt inſtance wherein the divine wiſdom - 
and kindneſs hath abounded in our frame, that we are 
not only capable of enjoying ſatisfactions more properg- 
ly our own (4); but by our capacity of union with o- _ 
thers; in our own, we may be ſaid to be poſſeſſed of 
the advantage of many lives; in as far as, by ſocial and 
intereſted communication with the knowledge of others, 
their love, and their attainments, we enter into their f 
: joys, and make them all our own. It is guilty ſelliſh- 
"neſs that hath, and would for ever rob us (as of every 
other true bleſſing) of this boundleſs ſatisfaction. 


Every principle hack its ſpirit, and purſueth "ne 778 


accordingly. Obſerve the way of degenerate ſelf: 
ſets out with a care ſeemingly prudent, to ſecure the : 
means of ſubſiſtence and comfort, againſt future cala- 1 
mities; but mark how it narrows its confined circle. 
Againſt | the world in general, it pleads its country; u- 
gainlt 1 its country, it pleads its family; againſt its fami- 
ly, it often pleads itſelf; and againſt its preſent ſelf, it 


Pleads uncertain fururity, denies its very fell the ener 
| (a) Gal. vi. 4. 
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it hath laboured for, and grudgeth itſelf comforts. in 
the vain fear of wanting them, and not ſeldom ſtarveth 4 
in the ſad dread of ſtarving. Light, raiment, fuel, E 
food itſelf have, in the natural courſe of ſelfiſhneſs, been 
denied to themſelves, by ſelfiſh and miſerable men a- 
8 bounding 1 in every thing. 


Not 15 the men whom God by his g grace hath taught i 


__ to love. Having been firſt led to a concern about 
their own falvation, and to love God for his perfect ex- 
cellence, as well as grace in Chriſt Jeſus, they find 
their ſouls open wider and wider in kind affection to 
others. | | 


They admire one ray "of light, becauſe it is beauti- 


- ful whenceſoever it proceedeth ; but they more admire 

the ſun, becauſe his rays are many and unconfined ; be- 

cCauſe he ſpreadeth them far and wide, to make multi- 
: tudes olad with his light, and heat, and kind influence, 


They approve of any of their brethren pouring con- 


ene, into one boſom; any kind Samaritan, whoſe 
compaſſions bind up the wounds of one diſtreſſed, A 
fording wine, and oil, and care, and charges for his re- 
lief, refreſheth their own bowels : they more admire a 
; Mordecai, ſeeking the wealth of his people, and ſpeak- 
ing peace to all his ſeed; becauſe the objects of his be- 
nevolence are a multitude, a whole nation: but it is 
the Chriſtian love, which only and fully g eratificth their 
ſouls widely extended in kindneſs. BY this, indeed, 
they are led to enter into the ſatisfactions of a whole u- 
niverſe, and their joy is full; © becauſe, in the diſpenſa- 
+. mor of the fulneſs of times, God gathereth together 
e in die all things 1 in Chriſt, both © EY are in heaven, 
c and which are in earth, even in him (a).“ Where 
| ever the boundleſs love of God in Chriſt Jeſus goes, in 
allits heights, and depths, and breadths, and len gths,“ 


(a) Ih. 5 N 
there 


re 


Xt 3 


les would they follow until they are truly filled 
c with all the fulneſs of God (a). 2 


This apoſtle was a Jew, and knew national "ach: 


ment and love beyond many ; but when God revealed 
his Son to him, as the Redeemer of © all men without 
difference, the unſearchable riches of this grace 
ſuited his benevolent and loving ſoul. He triumphed 
in his deliverance from national fetters, which ſo vio- 
lently had held him; he magnified his office; as apoſtle 
to all nations; calls upon Chriſtians to hold faſt this li- | 
8 berty; „ nor would he yield ſubjection, no, not for an 
hour, to the greateſt apoſtle of the circumciſion, point- 
ing at the leaſt thing that tended to cr ramp this grace. 
What pleaſure doth he take to proclaim Chriſt, 25 7 Ab- 
de Taham's feed, Which was to bleſs all nations andi In 
1 ſetting forth, agreeably to this, that it was . « Greek 
* or Jew, circumciſion or uncircumciſion, barbarian, 
„ Seythian, bond or free,” that theſe diſtinctions were 
no more; © but Chriſt was now all, and in all (2) 


Our preſent context aſſords a noble illuſtration of this 


Wide benevolence in Paul. The Jew, the Greek, and the 
church of God, were concerned in the diſpute about 
idolatrous meats at Corinth; and all might be hurt or 
profited by his conduct as to that queſtion. He ſaw 

the conſequences, and the flame of divine love imme- 
diately caught hold of his foul : felf- denial took place ; 5 
rather than offend the leaſt, by his eating that fleſh, 

(though he had more knowledge and liberty than 
them all in that matter), he. would chuſe © to eat no 
_« fleſh while the world ſtood (c).“ Nor Jew, nor Gen- 

f tile, nor the church of God mould fall, or be in danger 
of offence by him. I ſeek not mine own profit, Caich g 


he, I ſtudy not my own gratification; * ſeek the pro- 


0 lit of ure | of Jew 3, of Gentiles, of the church of 


(a) Eph. iii. 18. 19. ; (c) 1 Cor. viii. 13. 
(8) Col: uct: . 5 
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God; my heart is enlarged i in love to all denominä- 
tions of men; my wide arms would comprehend them 


all in one loving embrace for ſalvation. 


The doctrine of the former head Was inended” to 
Hier the value of immortal man, and the elevation of 


benevolence, in ſeeking ſo great a profit as his ſal- 
vation. And, indeed, to ſave one foul from death, 
appeared to the apoſtle James a great matter : Bre- 
« thren, if any of you do err from: the truth, and one 
„ convert him; let him know, that he which con- 
„ verteth the ſinner from the error of his way, ſhall 
e fave a ſoul from death, and ſhall hide a multitude of 5 
« ſins (a).“ But in this defiring the ſalvation of many 
men, the heart is dilated to its wideſt dimenſions, and. : 
is to the utmoſt gratified and filled. 


Happy the boſom where this divine tore reſides! The 


poſſeſlion, you fee, is not of one, but of numberleſs 
hearts. Nor doth it tire in the exertion, but, like a 
truly heavenly fountain, wideneth and increaſeth in an 
endleſs courſe. What the apoſtle panted for was eter- 
nal ſalvation; a perfect ſtare of knowledge, honour, 
holineſs, and felicity to a multitude of men which no 
man can number, heightened to the utmoſt by the con- 


ſideration of their merciful eſcape from abſolute miſery, 


and the fad and everlaſting continuance of others, 
through their Mpenirange, in that wretchedneſs. 


"And have we reafon and judgment, and ſhall we not % 


engage them in this dee pelt concern of ourſelves and 
others? Can our imaginations realize futurities, and 
ſhall theſe proſpects we have laid before you not be moſt 
in view? Canghopes, and fears, and ſympathies be rai— 
ſed by earthly objects, and not in theſe general and 
eternal intereſts of mankind be exerted o che utmoll : 4 
How 1s it thus ? 


What little things do often e wich joy, or 


a, James V. 19. 20. | 


ſink 


1 33 1 


ſink us in che deepeſt plunge of affliction? between 


which effects and their cauſes there is no reaſonable 
proportion. But let us ſuppoſe caſes where ſuch height 
of concern could moſt be juſtified, or leaſt with- held on 
earth. Say, we beheld the devouring deep, in its tem- 


peſts, cauſing many ſhipwrecks; an earthquake ſwallow - 


Ing up great cities, and their inhabitants; or fire from 
3 as at Sodom, creating conſternation and anguiſh 


beyond expreſſion. If, in fuch awful ſcenes, the ut- 


moſt concern and activity to deliver (ſuppoſing a de- 
liverance but poſlible) were natural and unavoidable; 
to what uncommon ſtupidity is this inſenſibility, about 


one another's ſalvation from wrath to come, ro be attri. 


buted'? that in all other, though incomparably leſs dan 


gers and troubles of our fellow: -men, our bowels are 


;uftly and laudably moved, and in this greateſt of all 
their concerns, only unmoved ? Or doth the ſcripture 
give the right account of it, when it tcacheth, that this 
unaccountable blindneſs and hardneſs of heart in man, 
In theſe ſpiritual affairs, is one of the ſad fruits of 

tranſgreſſion, and of the miſerable agency of Satan, who, 

in holy judgment, 1s thus permitted, upon account 
of his rejecting the authority and the mercy of God, 


to blind him (a) ; whereby his heart, in thele matters, 


| hath become deceitful above all things, and deſperate- 


ly wicked, who can know | it © + or otherwiſe aſſign a rea- 
ſon for this conduct ()? 


For upon what principle 3 in men is it, if they lad 5 on- 


Iy heard ſuch great and intereſting things hinted as 


poſſible, from any good authority, that they do not 
univerſally and Ts anxiety ſearch into the orounds of 


the report? whence, if, upon inquiry, che matter 


appeared but probable, that they can be cool ? and 
whence, above all, when, after the fulleſt 225 the 


7 n 9.3 2 Cor iv. * SY Jer. xvii. 9. 
5 3 perſuaſion 


T1 


Perus ion of their reality, as amongſt us, is profeſſ. 5 
ed, can an apology for indifference be made? Is this 
like the behaviour of reaſonable creatures, or like our 
conduct in any other thing, where our own or 9 
ther's intereſts are concerned on earth? Or rather, 
would not a gmilar courſe, though in matters con- 
feſledly of innit ely {ſmalle- importance, be deemed the 
madneſs of folly, and the guilty judged unworthy of 
the name of rational men by their fellows ? 
Were there grounds inc ſeed for infidelity, as to the 
danger or ſpiritval redemption we ſpeak of; or could 
it be proved we were not immortal, to poſſeſs either 
the joys of a reſurrection from the dead, and the glo- 
ry that ſhall follow, or to endure the anguiſh of ha- 
ving fruſtrated the grace of God; an indifference about 
eternity were, no doubt, juſtißable : a Noiſe might be 
made in the world concerning theſe things, to anfirer | 
other purpoſes, but the wiſe would juſtly be unalarmed. 
But this is the only footing upon which the want of zeal 
about the ſalvation of men can be vindicated. For as be- 
tween ſuch proper infidelity, and the fulneſs of the faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt for redemption, there is no juſt medium; 
ſo neither know we of any temper which can be juſtified, : 
between the abſolute careleſſneſs concerning the eternal 
| Intereſts of meg, which ſuits the former, and all the 
zeal about our own and our brethrens redemption, 
which, by every bond of God and man, becometh the 
latter. That ſuch are the ſentiments of Chriſt himſelf, 
we know; who, while upon earth, declared, © That 
e he who was not with him, was againſt him; and that 
« he who gathered not with him, ſcattereth abroad ( a), 
Thus alfo, after the fulleſt manifeſtation of his own 
zeal for ſouls, from the height of his glory, he com- 
manded it to be {aid to the Laodiceans, « Becauſe you 
$5266: neither cold nor hot, I will lpue 1 you out of my 
(4) Matth, X11. zo. 


& mouth,” 


foot, and caſt 1 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth „„ 


Th 


£ mouth (a).“ And ſhall not this be the akin when 
at laſt God finally judgeth us, and upon thoſe * very prin- 
ciples too that are planted within us, and by which we 


paüaass all our ſentences upon one another, (excuſing or 
condemning), that the mouths of many men ſhall be 


ſtopped, and he olorified 1 in their condemnation, for un- 


natural want of bowels, in not ſeeking the profit of o- 
thers, in ſo great a concern as their eternal falyation ? It 
is thus the <« ſlotliful'' ſhall be accounted wicked and 


unprofitable ſervants, commanded to be tied hand and 
nto outer darknels, where ther re mall be 


And, O! my fei 950, 14] Which of us all may not be 


touched and humbled here, as very guiity concerning 


our brethren, if not towards our own fouls alſo! and” 


Who amo ngſt us mould. not give earneſt heed to our. 
Lord's warning to a lukewarm church, „ Be zealous, 
therefore, and repent (c);” and be deterinined hence- 


forth, where-ever there are men in danger, and men to 


ſave, that there, in our different ſpheres, as God gives 


us opportunity and power, ſhall our concern be excited, 


and our influence exerted! In order to ſtrengthen us | 


in this wap reſolution, we : proc ccd to conſider, 


III. Thoſe examples hich the apoſtle bringeth to 


enforce his exhortation mo the Corinthians, to ſeek 
the profit of me any for rhe! 
firſt, his own. 
earned this bis ſpit 1t and way, t the 
4 Jeſus Chriſt, Whole ſt 7 . 


ir ſalvation. And theſe are, 

and, fecondiy, that from whence he 
e perlect pattern of 
vith himſelf, were bound. 


as Chriſtians to tread For * he t that ſaith he a- 


5 biderh in him, 3 himlelf allo lo io. walk, even. 


SE 


« as he Walk ed A) 
e are ſer noble 


(4) Rev. Ht; 15. 4 
CO » Matth, XXV. 20. 20. 


f the force of reample, either o 


770 N 149. 


( 1 John ii. 6. : 
E 2 N what 


af” 


C 
what is good or evil. Few there are in the world upon 
whom it hath not influence. Inſtruction is thereby 
more ealily, as well as ſtrongly, conveycd than by pre- 
cept, though under the cleareſt reaching and the beſt 
adapted addreſs. What is called for, is beheld prac- 
dead, our diſpoſition for ſocicty and imitation grati- 
Hed, and our emulation excited. The recommendation 
in every view is ſuperior, as a living original is to a pic- _ 
ture; which, however finely executed, is ſtill without 
actual and real life. As the apoſtle was deeply concern- 
ed that the Corinthians ſhould be filled with this ſpirit | 
of diſintereſted good-will for the ſalvation of one ano- 
ther, he allowed not his argument to want this force : 
n this, faith he, © be ye imitators of me; take me 
for your pattern. 5 5 
Egotiſm, or the mentioning one's felt or Geiegt i 8 
ordinarily a vain and difagrecable thing. This the a- 
poſtle knew, and often calls it folly (a); that is, it is the 
action of a fooliſh man: yet ſometimes it is neceſſary, - 
| ſometimes beautiful. How extremely, for inſtance, was 


it ſo in himſelf, when Feſtus imputed madneſs to him, 


- whilſt he made that apolog y, which almoſt perſuaded 
Agrippa to become a Chrithan ? 4+ Would to God,” 
ſaid he, © that all here, were not only almoſt, but alto- 
„ gether ſuch as Jam, except theſe bonds (5). And, 
upon this occaſion too, when he would have the Co- 
rinthians delivered from mean and deſtructive ſelfiſh- 
neſs, and enlarged to true and divine benevolence, in 
e ſeeking the profi of many, that they might be fa- 
ved; „ ſenſible of the importance of his exhorta- 
tion, and deſirous to fail in nothing that might be of 
uſe to incline them to yield to it, he adds the weight 
of example to his former arguments: and in full con- 


ſciouſneſs of the purity of his own conduct in this 


view, a conduct too Wich Which they were well ac- 


a) 2 Cor. xi. 16. 23. CY, Acts vi, 19 
Auainted, ; 


EX 


a 
f * 
. 
. 
75 

* 
ES 


tol 


quainted, by his long abode among them; willing al- 


ſo to avail himſelf of that right to conſideration, which, 
as their only ſpiritual father, he had from them; he 5 
recalls to their remembrance his own diſintereſted and 
loving behaviour among them, in order to allure them 
to the like beautiful and heavenly temper; © to ſeek 
every man, not his own, but his neighbour's wealth.” 


The whole of what hath formerly been ſaid, was in- 


tended to ſet forth the excellence of this ſpirit; and it 
is now our deſign to conſider the apoſtle Paul as an e- 
minent example, how far this can be carried into prac- 
tice and real life, that we may be perſuaded to imitate 
=. him, in © ſeeking the profit of many, that uy may be 
3 ſaved. 5 Let us then, 


1 Obſerve ſome previous chings about the apoſtle, R 


over- ruled by God, to produce in him to remarkable a 
degree of this amiable ſpirit ; and. 


Fu The Various methods 1 in which it was actually ex- 55 


erted in him. 


Firſt, We take notice af ſome previous bing 1 


0 this apoſtle, which God over-ruled, to produce to an 
eminent degree the neglecting his own, while he ſought 


60 the profit of many P/N chat they might be fved by 


1. Ic is fit here, firſt of all, to obſerve thoſe remark- 


able ſtrong natural parts w -herewith Paul was original- 


. Iy endued. 


Quick in his apprehenſion ; acute, aga- 8 
cious, and penetrating in every thing thar required 


judgment; in imagination, ardent; in \ expreſſion, ani- 

mated and vigorous; in addreſs to different perſons, 
and in various {tuations, wie, condeſcending, and hap- : 
pp; in his whole frame ſanguine, yer to all men patient. : 

God, to whom all his ways are known from the be- 


ginning, foreſecing the uſe he had, in the ſirſt days of his 


_ goſpel, for one to qualified, for this end raiſed up, and ſe- 
parated Paul from his mother's womb for his ſervice (a), 


(4) Gal, . 7 8 
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over-ruling other circumſtances allo, which were pro- 
per for his being © a choſen veſſel, to bear his name 
e before the Genciles, and kings, and the children or = 
„„ (3) 


Thus, by birth, it was ed. he ſhould be a Ro- 


man (2); by blood, an Hebrew of the Hebrews (c); 
that his education ſhould be liberal and learned, as, by 
bis good improvement of it, he profited above many 
his equals (4); that his profeſſion ſhould be of the 
ſtricteſt kind; and himſelf in that profeſlion, in his own 
and others eyes, blameleſs : on all theſe accounts well 
known, admired, and much truſted by the chief prieſts 
and rulers of his own people (e). 


2. Again, it was permitted! in divine providence, that | 


= with theſe remarkable qualities, and under theſe ſeem- 
ingly favourable circumſtances, he ſhould be found in 
that ſituation, which, our Ford had declared, was © far- 
ther from the kingdom of God tha n that of publicans | 
and harlots(f) * 7 Grther from the conviction of ſin, or 
whatſoever belongs to true repentance, and farther from 
that faith in the goſpel which is neceſſary to ſalvation, 
than appar ently the moſt abandoned people of the earth. 
It was fo. From all the temper which belonged to his 
own ſalvation by. Jeſus Chriſt, and from all the benevo- 
lence which was neceſſary to the calling many men to 
be ſharers with him in 15 he was at a great diſtance. 


The pride of his ow] n righteouſ, eſis as an outwardly 


: klamelcls Phariſce, threw him into a violent oppoſition | 
to the righteouf neſs of Chriſt, in his ipotleſs obedience 
_ unto death, as what alone ples aſcs his bather for men, 
ſtaining all the pride of their glorying, while yet it 
perfectly fave s them. Ihe pride of his untainted blood 
as an Hebrew ' of the Hebrews, Billed tim with a con- 


nl 
(e) Acts xxii. 5. 

(// Matth. xxi. 31. 32. 
| tempt 


1 


« 


00. 


[9.1 


A tempt of the uncircumciſed Gentiles, through a miſun- | 
derſtanding and perverſion of the true ſpirit of the law 
and the prophets. The natural quickneſs of his ſpirit, 
bis intrepidity, his zeal under the direction of ſuch _ 
. Pa ſtrengthened by the conceit of ſo much 
learning, and the flattery of men of the firſt characters ” 
E 118 5 own nation and religion, carried him into the 
moſt exceſſive hatred of that name, and that truth, which 
alone can ſave men: ſo that, after having once dipped ” 
his hand in the blood of the firit martyr Stephen, he is 
pointed out as the moſt remarkable deftroyer of every 
perſon and thing which belonged to Chriſt or his ſalva- 
tion. As for Saul,” ſaith Lake, ” he made havock 
of the church, entering into every houſe, and haling 


© men and women, committed them to prijon 3 'there- 


«© fore they were ſcattered abroad ().“ And with this 


| agreeth his own account to Agrippa: 0 W hich thing : 
1 


i ay 


alſo did in Jeruſalem : : and many of the ſainrs dig * 


of ſhut up in priſon, having authority from the chief 
66 


Prieſts; and when they were put to death, 1 gave : 
my voice againſt them. And 1 puniſhed them oft in 
every ſynagogue ; ; — and being exceedingly mad a- 
gainſt them, I perſecuted rl os even to ſtrange ci- 


cc 


« ties (5). This dreadful ſpirit had fo entired Into, 


and indeed 0 wholly pofſeſſed him, that it ſeems to have 


become as his very life; for it is written of him, And 


Saul yet breathing out threatenings and flaughter a- 
_ 


K 


gainſt the diſciples of the Lord, went unto the high | 


6 prieſt, and deſired of him letters to Damaſcus, to the : 
0 ſynagogues, that if he found any of this way , whether 

e they were men or women, he might bri ing tem bound 

a6: to Jeruſalem (c).“ In this violent and heard: ſcene, 


he was far from being gulitleſs, notwithſtanding his 


2 © 


perſuaſion that he was doing God good ſervice. Hu- 


5 (a) Ads viii. 3. | (c) Ib. IX 1. 2 
(5 Ib. XXVI. 10. 11. : | | : 


. 5 8 8 . manity 


E 1 
7 mavity : was buried by this injurious ſpirit, nor could 


any law of God be brought to vindicate ſuch deſolations. 
Indeed he was highly criminal. He, probably, was nearly 


of the ſame age with our Lord, and theſe things fell out 


about the ſecond year after his death and reſurrection. 
Many circumſtances make it clear, that he was not unac- 
quainted either with the facts or evidences of Chriſtia- 
nity, which at that period were ſo public and ſo extraor- 


1 dinary. He himſelf could tell Agrippa,“ For the king 


0 Knoweth of theſe things, before whom 1 ſpeak free- 
ly: for I am perſuaded, that none of theſe things 
are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in 
2 corner (a).“ Nay more, not long after the time of 
Paul's violence 8 uk the name and brethren of Chriſt, 
and his converſion, Peter ſaid to Cornelius, „ The 
„ word which God ſent unto the children of Iſracl, 


preaching peace by Jeſus Chriſt (he is Lord of all) 


< that word, you know, which was publiſhed through- 


d out all Judea, and began from Galilee, after the bap- 


. 


4 tiſm which John preached; how God anointed Jeſus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoſt, and with power; 
who went about doing good, and healing all that 
were oppreſſed of the devil; for God was with 
« him (S).“ If a ſtranger then, aud Roman centurion, 
could be well acquainted with theſe things; much more 
Paul, ſo inquiſitive and zealous about every thing for 
or againſt this way. The violence he was guilty of, in- 


: * 


deed, was done by him in ignorance and unbelief, which 3 


made him pardonable, but that was all, Had he brea- 


thed the ſame ſpirit, and done the fame actions, © know- - 
4. inp” that Jeſus was the Chriſt, << he neither could have 
been forgiven 1 in this world, nor in that which is to 


« come (c).“ Yet this concludes him not innocent. 
x we are not accountable for the uſe of our leading fa-: 


(a) Acts xxvi. 26. le) Matth. Xii. 32. 
- (6) Ib. x. 36. 32.38. RB — 


Culties, 


. 


cc 


cc 


1 


evilties,. our underſtanding and judgment, we can be 
accountable for none of the conlequences flowing from 
their determinations. In particular, Paul's ignorance 
and unbelief in his circumſtances were criminal; nor can 
any thing be brought as an apology for chem. And 
theſe when clothed. with blaſphemies againſt the Son 
of God, with ſuch wide and deep injuries to man, with 
blood itſelf, with the blood of thoſe God moſt loves, 
and of whom the world was not worthy, and that too, 
ſhed for confeſſing the truth dear to him; made Paul, 
as himſelf afterwards acknowledgeth, a chief trahlgtel⸗ 7 
for. His humility and ſelf. tbofernent” did not eXagoe- : 
rate his crime, when he laid he \ was che chief of "Gin 
ners (a).“ e | 
3. It was in this awful ſituation, that ſovereign mer- 
Z cy dad hold upon him, and brought him to call Jeſus, 
Lokp; an act of ſovereignty directed by infinite wiſ- 
dom. What 10 proper as this high and ſtriking inſtance 
of it, to alarm and convince the obſtinate Jews perſecu- 
ting the name of Jelus ? He was known to all their 
prieſts and rulers ; known for his learning, his religion, 
and zeal for their. way; ſo that, more than twe nty years. 
after, he could ſay at Jeruſalem before all, © 1 am ve- 
oa. rily a man which am a Jew, — brought up in this 
city, at the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to the 
perfect manner of the law of the fathers, Ad Was 
« zealous towards God, as ye all are this day. And | 
« perſecuted this way unto the death; — as allo the high : 
„ prieft doth bear me wi. tneſs, and all the eſtate of the 
« elders; from whom I received letters unto the bre- 
„ thren,” &c. (5). And fo allo to Agrippa, My 


manner of |; fe from my youth, which was firſt among 


(4 


(a) i Tim. i 13. „ (9) Att: Xxii. 3 4.8.5 
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* mine own nation at Jeruſalem, know all the Jews, 5 
which knew me from the beginning, (if they would 


2 teſtify), that after the molt ſtraiteſt ect of our rcli- 
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ce gion, I lived a Phariſee (a).“ For this end, then, to 


reach a laſt and extraordinary conviction to the Jews, 


how wiſely did the ſovereignty of grace chuſe this man 
to ſalvation, and conduct the whole manner of his con- 
verſion? What poſlibly can be conceived more adapted 
to rouſe them to a ſober and impartial conſideration of 
the truth of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and to excite in 
them the faith of his being the true Metliah ; or render 
them more inexcuſable, if, after this ſtriking evidence 
olf it, they ſhould ſtill perverſely refuſe him and his ſa- 


vation? On the other hand, who amoneſt them being 


convinced, by this converſion, of the truth of Chriſtiani- 


ty, could deſpair, by its grace, of obtaining mercy? 
| Which is indeed one reaſon he himſelf aſſigns for his be- 


coming {o remarkable an inſtance of it: Howbeit for 
M6 


. This cauſe I obtained mercy, that in me firſt Jeſus 
Chriſt might ſhew forth all long. ſuffering, for a pat- 
tern to them who ſhould hereafter belicve on him to 
life everlaſting (9). How many and wile then were 


the ends of this gracious diſpenſation, reſpecting others ? 


4. But the converſion of Paul, and the manner of it, 
as it regarded others, is not the only previous obſerva- 


tion we e und neceſt ary to make, in order to ſet our pre- 
ſent argument for his benevolence to men in its proper 
light. It is fit we ſhould add, that the effects were the 
higheſt poſlible for exciting this bleſſed temper in him 
5 felt; as will be evident, if we conlider, 


I hat every thing which oppoſed this divine diſpo- 4 


5 58 in his foul, was thereby cait out; while thoſe prin- 


ciples which lead to the tenderea love to others, were 


eſtabl ſhed within kim. 


By the diſcoveries that were made him, in 1 his conver- 


ſion, of the riches of the grace of God as the only ſource 
of his ſalvation, and of the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt 
: his Son, as what alone could make him accepted } in the ; 


(a) Acts xxvi. 455 . 1 Tim. i. 16. 1 
3 cake 


made the difference (d); 
oy leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints (e); : not worthy to be 


„ church of God (J; that w hat he 
freely given him of God ; 
<« mercy, for the great love wherewith he had loved 
men, when he was dead in fins, had quickened him,” 


1 43 


ſight of his holy Father, he was effectually humbled, 


= emptied of all the pride of his own Knowledge and 


© righteouſneſs, which heretofore had exalted him in his 
own eyes, while he deſpiſed others. 
himſelf to be ſomething; now was he effectually taught, 
© he was nothing (a) „ that © in his fleſh dwelt no 
« good thing (5) 5 ; | 
6: God's preſence, but he that glorieth, mult glory in 
e Lord e that he differed nothing from o- 


Once he thought 
that * no fleſh could now glory in 


e thers,” — nor any one from another, but as © grace 


that as to himſclf, he. «yas 


e called an apoſtle, becauſe he had perſecuted the 


e had received was 
that + God who was rich in 


even as others, © in Chriſt Jeſus (g).“ He was ugh 5 


(and this judgment ever remained with him), 
e count every thing but loſs, for the righteouſneſs 85 
« God by Jeſus. Chriſt (hb); 
bour * > Of ambition, . 8 in the body Gr 
ablent, 
„ Of God (1) PP. 66:1, Keeping his body in ſubjection, leſt, 
« while he preached: x this goſpel to others, he himſelf. 
„might become a calt-away 

| | his joy and his e that he had fought this 
good fight, and Kept chis faith 4)” 
converſion was ſolf enen in its foundations; he 
was infiructed in, and only indebted to divine mercy, 


ſo that 1 Tr great la- 


now or hereafter, was, ſo, © to be accepted 


» — Thus in his 


effectuating ſalv. ation for him; he was thoroughly Pe. 


netiared with the glorious truth concerning it; he aw. 
(a) 2 Cor. xii. 11. (8) Eph. 11. 4 5 . 
(2) Rom. vii. 18. (h) 8 ill. 8. 
(c) 1 Cor. 1. 29. 31. 09 2 Cor. v. 9. 


(4) 1 Cor. iv. 7. 
le) Eph. iii. 8. 
1 1 Cor: XV. 9. 10. 


8 1 Cor. ix. 27%: 
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this to be the ſpring of redemption to all men; he was 
captivated with the beauty of this grace, and ſmitten 
with the like love to the ſouls of others, as had over- 
come and ſaved himſelf. The tinct was deep in his 
foul, nor did the ſtrong impreſſion ever fade. 


As is a fountain, 10 will its ſtreams flow and riſe. 


0 T he ſalvation of all men, as the doctrine of the goſpel 
ſhews us, is equally from grace. The corn that inſen- _ 
fibly groweth up to maturity, in a lengthened ſcaſon, s 
not leſs the effect of all. ſufficiency, tha 0 whit, by a divine 
command, might be found ſpringing up and ripened in 

a moment. Vet, by ſuch ſudden appearance, would we 
be more deeply impreſſed with the ſenſe of the power of 
God producing it, in the one caſe than in the other. 
Men are apt in this imperfect ſtate to be ſo affected; 
and God for their good, when neceflar 15 18 pleaſed 
ſometimes fo to accommodate his diſpenſations to them. 
The ſurpriling circumitances therefore of this apoſtle's 
converſion, naturally made the molt laſting impreſlions of 
the abundant grace dſplayed in his redewprion, upon 
his own heart, as well as upon thoſe of others (a); 
made him ever exalt it, and the more earneſtly, as a mat= 
ter of gratitude, as well as love, feck, that many others 
ſhould be under obligations to the fame grace with him- 
ſelf, that his redeeming Lord, in ali, might be glorifi- 
ed (5). From his own heart, fo replete with an admira- 

tion and ſenſe of mercy, the Atem run all his life long 
tull and ſtrong towards others, both that they might alſo : 
be ſaved, and that his Lord might be magnified, 


2. Along with his own. ſalvation. ſo diſof ing Nis 


mind towards others, he received a ee to 


preach this redemption to 3 His being H remark- 


ably called by grace, 39d having Chriſt revealed in 


him, made him feel the veight of God's declared inten- 


tion by him, immediarcly, and with power. * con- 


. 0 Gal. 1. *. Her 5 of 
** | „ ferred- 3 


| te PROBES, not, on ſays he, «with. fleſh and blood (a): 


(cc 
1 ** preach among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches "es 
* Sm Wh e Neither did be count his life itſelf 


ws 45 1 


« but ſtraightway preached. Chriſt in the ſyna- 


« gogues ().“ It is not neceſſary at preſent, we ſhould 
enter minutely into the queſtions, concerning the time 
he was conſtituted an apoſtle ; nor when he received 
| firſt the revelation about preaching to the Gentiles 
3 the unſearchable riches of Chriſt. We know, that, when 
in a trance at Jeruſalem, his Lord ſaid to him, „ De- 
part; for I will ſend thee far hence to the Gen- 
tiles (c).“ The boundleſs love of God and Chriſt 
- was then manifeſted to him; the ſcriptures reſpecting 

the calling of the Gentiles, were opened; then the pride 
1 of his being an Hebrew of the Hebrews was no more; 
any barbarian was welcome to his loving emb: Ace, bs. 
the moſt. genuine ſon of Abraham according to the 
fleſh; his remaining bonds which held the Chriſtians 
of the circumciſion, were looſed, and his heart was 
; enlarged to the extended ollices of t this divine love to | 
| fouls, which ever after he laboured and rejoiced to 
fulfil. How ſweetly and willingly he felt the force of : 
: theſe obligations, we 1 from himſelf in the moſt en- 
dearing language. I am a debtor both to the 
1 90 8 and Barbarians, the wiſe and the unwiſe: 2 2 00 
1 * that, as much as in me is, 1 am rea dy to preach the . 

e eee (through whatever dangers ) © to you who _ 
are at Rome alſo (4).” Not only + was he pleated with _ 
: ts obligations, but he triumphs as honoured with t the 
ö higheſt privilege, by being laid under them. Where-_ 
of! was made a miniſter, according to the gift of the 


Ka grace of God given unto ine, by the effectual Work- 
_ "TY 


(a) Gal. 1, 1 20% A Ads! IX. 20... SAY Aa XXL. 21. 5 
(4) Rom. i 1. 14 Io, ( Eoh. 1, F 8. | EIS =; 
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ing of his power. Unto me, who am leſs than the 
lealt of all ſaints, is this grace given, that T ſhould 
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or dear to | bit; it he might fulfil the miniſtry he had 
&« received of the Lord Jeſus a). 


In order to fulfil it, after theſe foundations were laid, 


in his perſonal obligations to grace, in his ſoub's being | 
thoroughly caſt'1 into the mould of that love Which ſaved 
him, as well as in his high defignation to this ſervice 
by the will of God, and appointment of Jeſus Chriſt; 
he was fully inſtructed in this doctrine which is able to 
ſave ſouls. This he had, not by the teaching of any man, 
but by the revelation of Chriſt himſelf (5 , as well by 
viſions on earth, as being caught up into the third hea- 
vens (c), to hear more than he. could impart in human 
language ro men (d); and allo by the conſtant abiding of 
the Holy Ghoſt within him, f ling him wich all wiſdom, 
knowledge, and ſpiritual underſtanding. - — To declare 
this to all nations, without difference, "he was endued _ 
with the gift of tongues above all others (e). To prove 
its being from God, he had the power of working all ſort 
of miracles, even to the raiſing from the dead; nay of 
conferring thoſe powers upon others, by the lay ing his 
hands upon them (J) ). And though, through the abun- 
dance of revelations, his outward: man was rendered 
weak and infirm, yet was the ro of God more abun- 
dantly with him, ſhewing with the greater cv idence, 
whence it was that his goſpel bec ame wiſdom and power 
unto the ſalvation of many 20. 


Faving ſaid theſe things concerning the preparation 


| of this apoſtle for going forth into the world, lying in 
wickedneſs and idolatry, to declare redemption; let us 
next illuſtrate, how, when { 10 prepared, he actually exert- | 
ed the ſpirit of love which was in him, for bringing men 
into the obedience of faith, that they, according to its 
doctrine, might be ſaved. 8 555 


(a) Acts xx. 24. N le) 1 FIT xiv, 18. 


GSi (/) As vix. 6. 
r ee, To} CO ATtY.” 


(4) 2 Co: xii. 4. 3 
= And 


N 
And he did this by a faithful and full declaration of. 


that truth which alone is able to fave ſouls, — doing this 


. by an exertion of all his powers; he ſhewed it by his 
joys when ſucceſsful, — by his ſorrows when he pre- 
vailed not; — by his diſintereſtedneſs and ſelf-denial 
in promoting this goſpel to the ſalvation of men; — 
by his great and unceaſing labours; — by continued 
perſonal | ſufferings 3 — and when in old age and in 
certain views of diflolution, by engaging thoſe he 
loved moit, in labours and Fee in order to ad- : 


vance the fame cauſe. 


1. We fay the apoſtle <« ſought the profit of many, 
that they might be ſaved,” by a clear and full mani- 


feſtation of that truth he had received from Jeſus Chriſt, 


for the ſalvation of men. That name, beſides which 
there is no other given Under heaven, whereby men can 


be ſaved (a), and that whole doctrine of redemption 


which accompanieth it from above, was made known 
to him, for the end of publiſhing it to the world for ſal- 
vation; and as * a ſcribe well inſtructed to bring 
8 out of his traaſure things new and old (5), 2 he failed 
not to declare them. Knowing that * in the unity of 5 


< this faith, and of the knowled ge of the Son of God, 


the body of Chriſt was to be  edified, and thereby 
Chriſt brought to his perfect ſtature (c),“ in preach- 
ing that faith he was unalterably ſtedfaſt. The truſt 
was high; and he could fay, But as we were allowed 
"5 bf God to be put in truſt with the goſpel, even lo we 
ſpeak, not as pleaſing. men, but God, Who trieth our 
hearts. For neither at any time uſed we flattering 
words, as ye know, nor a cloak of covetouſneſs; God 
18 witneſs, Nor of men ſought we g! ory . And 
ſeeing we have this miniſtry, „as we have received mer- 
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ey, we faint not; renouncing the hidden things of 
0 diſhoneſty, nor handling the word of God deceitful- © 
ly; but by manifeſtation of the truth, we commend 
< ourſelves to every man's conſcience in the ſight of 
„ God: fo that if our goſpel be hid, it is hid to them 
that are loft (a).“ While he declared the teſtimony of 
| God, he would mingle with it no man's wiſdom to pleaſe 
the Greeks he was determined to know no doctrine for 
 falvation, but Chriſt and him crucified (5); nor uſed he 
2 guile or enticing words to perſuade men to believe 
„ but alone for that end truſted in the demonſtration 
5 « the Spirit and the power (c). To pleaſe the Jews, he 
would not conceal nor keep back ought which belonged _ 
to it. In this Peter might fail; Ac even 6 Barnabas, 
that good man, might be carried away with the diſ- 
* ſimulation (a: but when this apoſtle ſaw that 
8 they walked not uprightly, according to the truth f 
the goſpel, he would not give place by. ſubjection, no 
not for an hour, that the truth of the 8 might con- 
tinue with the church (e). According to the © wiſdom,” ? 
that is, the full extent of revelation, given unto him, 
did he unfeignedly deliver it to men, that they might 
3 ſaved. © 1 kept back, ” ſaith he, nothing that : 
Was profitable; ; and takes all to record, that he was : 
56 pure from the blood of all men, for he had not ſhun- 


< ned to declare unto them the whole counſel of. ; 
„0 God 5 55 


* 


2; The apoſtle vert his fervent love. to. fave 


ſouls, by exerting his whole talents and powers in pur- 
ſuit of this good object. We have formerly taken no- 

tice of his ſtrong natural parts, and his learned educa- 
tion; nor miſled: he any occaſion to make excellent. uſe ; 

; of theſe, ro promote the darling end of ſecking the Prone : 


2 % Gal. il 13. 
(&) 1 Cor. ii. 2. 25 P 14. 


(c) Ib. ii. 4. 5. Y Acts xx. 20. " 


of 


= L \ 
= of many to fs ham: — His di I in the Jewiſh re- 
ligion above his equals, he often availed himſelf of to e- 
= ſabliſh the faith of Chriſt amongſt them: * And Paul, 
as his manner was, went in unto the Jews, and three 
cc labbath-days reaſoned with them out of the ſcrip- 
© tures; opening and alleging, that Chriſt muſt needs 
ee Bare ſuffered, and riſen again from the dead; and 
„ that this Jeſus whom J preach unto you, is Chriſt. 
And ſome of them believed (a),“ & c. His Greek 
learning, in like manner he turned to advantage, in his 
diſputes with philoſophers, realoning with them upon 
their own principles, and citing their own poets, to the 
great purpole of laying foundations for leading them to 
the faith of Chriſt the Redeemer (6). The polite addreſs 
| whereof he was maſter, he employed, to gain a more 
favourable hearing to the truth as it is in Telus, before 
kings and governors; becauſe, according to the will 
of God, he © would have theſe and all men to be le. 
» ved, and come to the knowledge of the truth (c). 
His natural ardour he wholly engaged in this cauſe, 
and thereby was produced an elevation and vehemence 
becoming the heavenly things he declared to men, his 
anxiety for their deliverance 5 the wrath to come, and 
their becoming partakers with him of a heavenly inhe- 
ritance. In che ſame ſpirit, he was ready to condeſcend, 
in his love to fouls, to every prejudice or weakneſs vs 
in men, as far as conſcience could poſſibly allow him, 
in the gentle and long-ſuffering temper of his great 
maſter, who © put not vew wine into old bottles, leſt 
« they ſhould periſh (d).“ We were gentle among 
you,“ (ſaith he to the Thellalonians) even as a nurie 
e cheriſheth her children. Ve are are witneſſes, and 
God alſo, how holily, and Jultly, and unblameably 
e e behaved gurſelves among you that believe: As you 
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« know, how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged 


«© eyery one of you, as a father does his children (@).”— 
Sag tenderneſs and prudence, conſiſtent with integri- 


„yet animated with zeal, he adapted himſelf to e- 


Bled denomination of men, that he might gain of them 
all to ſalvation: © For though I be free from all men, 
"wh yet have I made myſelf ſervant unto all, that I might 
« gain the more. Unto the Je WS 1 became as a Jew, 
nd that * might gain the Jews; — to them that are 


„% 


without law, 1 became as without how: that I might. 


; cc gain them. — To the weak became | as weak, that 1 
5 might g gain the weak. 1 am made all things to all 


d men that 1 might by all means ſave ſome. And this I 


do for the goſpebs lake, that I mi ight be partaker | 


thereof with you ().“ Ie would not by any means 

Ffruſtrate the grace of God to any, and therefore em- 
ployed his whole powers, oppor ortunities, and advanta- 
ges, to bring men without exception io: 8 8 by 
A. 


5 Succeſs in this great point, was the joy of TH 


heart. Ir were to tranſcribe almoſt his whole writings, 
10 he w how 1 in exhortations, commands, thankſoivings, 
and prayers, this was the longing and gladneſs of his 
ul (c); Fo be the inſtrument Hime F of converting 
men to Chriſt, or to hear of it by others, alway revi- | 
ved him (4); therefore, if Chriſt was preached, 5 
(though even in ſpite to himſelf, which yet God 
might make his wiſdom and power to ſave), * he did 
and would rejoice (e).“ To oblerve men when col: -1 
verted, & ſtanding faſt in | the Lord,” was his life 7 
i they « kept che ordinances (20. the 3 


(a) 1 Theſf. i ii. 7. 10. 11. (4) Rom. i. 8. ; Col. ii. 1. 
1 ix. 33 3% ͤ 8M 
{c). Rom. i. 80 . Phil.! 1. 18. 


Gal. i. As 577 : Col, 11. I Theſſ. iii. 8. 
12-3 EpM 117.5 Phil p. i. . 1 Cor. XI. 22 
ret 26.32 Cor. 1. 14. | 
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means of ſalvation, it excited his praiſe, And the ad- 


vancement of Chriſtians in particular graces, was the 
gladneſs of his heart. Good tidings of the faith and cha- 


rity of the T heſſalonians comforted him in all his afflic- 5 
tions (2). The obedience of the Romans by word and 
deed (5), the patience of the Philippians and Theſſalo- 
nians (c), the liberality of the churches of Macedonia 
and Corinth Cd), as flowing from the faith and love of 
the goſpel, and the evidences of the power of its grace 
in them, were the rejoicing of his foul. If any had 
ſinned, even to a degree not named among the Gentiles, 
to ſuch an one, and to all who had ſoothed him in his 
wickedneſs, upon hearing of their unfeigned repentance, 
how exceedingly is he comforted, how impatient to con- 
firm his love to them all (e)! His anxiety for the comfort ; 
and proſperity of all Chriſtians, 1 is evident by the care of 
all the churches coming daily upon him, even of thoſe 
he was not perſona ly acquainted with, but whoſe conver- 
ſion he heard of: © For I would that ye knew what 
great conflict i have for you, and for them at Laodi- 
« cea, and for as many as have not ſeen my face in the 
« fleſh: that their hearts might be comforted (7), 
5 &c. In mort, the whole N and longing ot his foul | 
was, ns men might be ſaved: Gol: is my record,” 
ſaith he, how greatly 1 long after you all in the Ai 
„ bowels of Jefus Chriſt. For what is our hope, or 
joy, or crown of rejoicing ? are not ye in the pre- 
« ſence of our Lord Jelus Chriſt, at his coming: ? For 


oh YE are our glory and | 47 (g).” 


e But jealouſy 1 in the tear of, and grief a at the diſap- 
pointment, are equally the ſymptoms und concomitants 
of genuine love, as the joy of pollellion. Therefore, _ 


— 


a) 1 Theft. ii, 3 öðꝰ ² u a en 15 & ix. 


(0) Ron. oh Cz le) Ib. vii. 4. 7. LAN: 
(e ba Wh i, 130-5 1 Thefl. (JJ Col. ii. 15 
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in the apoſtle's love for the ſalvation of men, his an- 


xoiety leſt any ſtumbling- block ſhould be put in their 


way to it, is great. What holy indignation did he ex- 


preſs againſt Elymas, for attempting to turn but one 
from the faith? “ O full of all ſubtilty, and all miſ- 
chief,“ ſaid he, ce thou child of the devil, thou ene- 
_ my of all righteouſneſs, wilt thou not ceaſe to per- 


vert the right ways of the Lord? And now, behold, 


the hand of the Lord i is upon thee, and thou ſhalt be 
blind ( a),” &c. How earneſt with Timothy to ſhun 
profane and vain babblings, and errors concerning the 
truth; which, he obſerved, did eat as doth a canker, - 
and overthrew the faith of ſome (b) ? How uneaſy at 
the ſeeds of diviſion in the church of Corinth; how | jea- 
lous, left through ſubtilty they ſhould be corrupted ee 
Who was weak, and he was not weak ? who was offend- 
ed and ready to fall, and he burned not with zeal for 
his recovery (d)? When Peter himſelf, by his conduct, 
endangered ſome, he withſtood him to the face (e); 
and ſo ſevere was he upon Hymeneus and Alexander, 
1 ſeducing Chriſtians to their errors, that he PE hy 
them over to Satan, that they might learn not to blaſ- 
pheme (F). In the ſame ſpirit of | love, he was in great 
heavineſs, and continual ſorrow in his heart for his bre- 
| threns fake the Iſraelites, in their obſtinately rejecting 
the goſpel of ſalvation (g). When the Galatians are in 
danger of loſing or denying the truth in the capital ar- 
ticle of it, juſtification alone by Jeſus Chriſt, he 
- grieves, expoſtulates, and warns (b). Are the Corin- 
| thians lifted up in fin by glorying in a great tranſgreſ- 
for, he ſinks under the load, his fleſh hath no reſt; "and 
becauſe, after all, he luſpected ſome had not thoroughly 


(4) Ads XI, 10. 6 Gal. il. 11. 
(2 Tim. ii. 16. 17. (f) 1 Tim. i. 20. | 
(c 2 Cor. xi. 2, 3. „ ( Rom. ik. 2. 

045 Ib. xi. 29. i (2) Gal. WIT? Ib.! iii. init. 


repented 3 
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“ ſame allo ? — Nevertheleſs, we have not uſed this 

% power; but ſuffer all things, leſt ve. ſhould hinder 
the goſpel of Chriſt. — What is my reward then? 
« Verily, that when I preach the goſpel, l may make 
the goſpel of Chriſt without charge, that I abuſe not 


my power in the Soſpel; for it were better for me to 


cc 
(e 


et 


N 1 


repented ; in his coming to them again, © he was afraid 
his God would humble him (a). 2M 

5. He further demonſtrates « his not ſeeking his 
„ own profit, but the profit of many, that they might 
be faved,” by carrying his * difintereſtedneſs and 
s ſelf-denial” far, while he ppt: in this benevo- 


lent deſign in the world. 
None couid more firmly eſtabliſh the Pi of the 


labourer's being worthy. of his hire; that therefore, e 
they who laboured in the beſt ſervice on earth, at the 
altar of God, by that altar ſhould live (20. Let as his 
_ grief was, that many made gain of godlineſs (c),” fo 
he not only ſought not gain in this ſervice, but declined 

to receive even "neceflary ſubſiſtence f from many church- 
Es (4 ). Having, according to the cuſtom of his coun- 
try and age, in his youth been bred to a handycraft | 
employment, he could fay, © 1 have coveted no man's 
<« ſilver, or gold, or apparel. Yea, yourſelves know, ; 
that theſe hands” (hands often and earneſtly ſtretch- 
ed out in beſeeching them to be ſaved) © have mini- 
« ftered to my neceſſities, and to them that were with | 
= « me (e). Or 1 only and Barnabas, have not we 
5 power to forbear working ? Who ooeth a warfare any 
time at his own charges ? WhO planteth a vineyard, 
and eateth not of the fruit thereof ? or who feedeth 


„ 


a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock ? Say 


I thete things as a man? or faith not the law the 


CC 


V 600 | Theft ill. 8. 
£6) Ler. ix. 1 (e) Ads xx. 31. 32. 


16 1 Tim. vi. 8. 
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" Us; than that any man ſhould make my glorying 
void (a).” „ Have I committed an offence in aba- 


(4 


<6 


ſing myſelf, that you ſhould be exalted, becauſe I 


have preached to you the goſpel of God freely? 
«Wherefore ? becauſe I love you not? God knoweth. 
Bur what I do, that I will do, that I may cut off oc- 
caſion from them which deſire occaſion (b).” There- 
fore he was (and conſidering his great bodily weakneſs | 
and infirmity, it was no wonder he ſhould be (c), in 
_ « wearineſs and painfulneſs, in watchings often, in 
« hunger and thirſt, in faſtings often, in cold and na- 

25 kedneſs (4). Nor was it as to outward things only, 
that the apoſtle, in love of mens ſalvation, was diſin- _ 
tereſted and felt-denied; he was no leſs fo, to internal | 
pleaſure. Who had more opportunities of gratifying 
the refined, but guilty ſatis faction of ſuperiority over 
the minds of others, i in all the delicacies of power ? Bur, | 
faith he, © not that we have dominion over your faith, 
but are helpers of your joy (e).“ When he heard | 
of ſome approaches this way, by © calling him maſter | 
8 upon earth,” in holy indignation he exclaims, „Ne 
are yet carnal, and walk as men. For while one faith, 
« I am of Paul, and another, Jam of Apollos, are ye 
« not carnal? Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, 
but miniſters by whom ye believed: even as the Lord 
"0 gave to every man (F)?“ Nay fo low doth he lay 
himſelf in felf-denying love for the ſalvation of men, 
that he could ſay, „I will very gladly ſpend, and be 
+ ſpent for you, though the more abundantly I love 
you, the leſs | be loved (g).“ 
6 But this full exertion of power and talents, this. joy 

or grief, this diſintereſtedneſs and ſelf.denial for the ſal- 
vation of men, was not the firſt ſtart of affection upon 


(2) 1 Cor. ix. "YH 7. . 15. 15. 2 (4) 2 Cor. xi. 27+ 


2 Cor. xi. 7 11. (e) Ib. i. 24. 
(e) 1 Cor. iii. 3. ; Gal, iv. 13. 3 1 Cor. iii. 3. 
2 Cor. * 10. (2) 2 Cor, X11, I's 


his 


4 — 
o 1 
I X oe 
- 77777 
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* 
Pauli; and Benſon on the AQs 


E 35 4 


bis obligations to the love and mercy. of God 507 His own 


ſalvation; it lowed from a living and abiding principle, 
and was the labour of his whole life, even to old age. 

This ſpirit of divine love, in obedience to his re- 
deeming Lord, he diſcovered indeed, from the firſt mo- 
ment of his converſion. 92 Whereupon, O King A- 5 
. Sgrippa, 1 was not diſobedient to the heavenly viſion: 


* Dur ſhewed frſt unto them of Damaſcus, and at Jeru- 


6 falem, and throughout all the coaſts of Judea, and 
« then to the Gentiles, that they ſhould repent, and 
« turn to God a. More than twenty years after that 
event, it is written of him; © After theſe things were 
ended, Paul purpoſed through the ſpirit, when he 
* had paſſed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go 
to Jeruſalem, ſaying, After 1 have been there, 1 
WB. muſt alſo fee Rome (L). ). — And again afterwards, 
when at Corinth, „So that from Jeruſalem, and round 
about unto Illyricum, J have fully preached the go- 
« ſpel of Chriſt ; j and when I have performed this, 434 
40 have ſealed to them (at Jeruſalem) this fruit, I Will 
come by you into Spain (c).“ But his unwearied 
. journeying is beſt ſeen by attending to his hiſtory as 
recorded by his companion Luke, in the Acts of the 
Apoſtles; or in the treatiſes of thoſe learned men, who Tp 
have from year to year carefull ly traced his ſteps, and 
with exactneſs ſhewed them to the world *. Nor 
could any thing tire or diſcourage him in theſe labours 
of love. How ſtriking in this view, is his conduct 
At Lyſtra! There was he ſtoned and left for dead: yet 
the very next day he departed for Derbe, and having 
preached the gol! ><] there, he returned again to Lyſtra, | 
the place of his danger, to Iconium, and Antioch, 
(whence they. Came who perſuaded thoſe at Lyſtra o 


£42 Acts xxvi. 19. 20. 09 Ib. xix. 21. 28 1 19. ot; 


See Pearſon in annal. Paulinis; Vileru annal.; 
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ſtone him), to > confirm the diſciples, and to exhort them 
to continue in the faith; and that we muſt, through 
much tribulation, enter into the kingdom of God (a). 
How he laboured, when ſettled for a conſiderable time 
in any place, we learn from his farewell-addreſs to the 
elders of the church at Epheſus. Le know, from 
e the firſt day that I came into Aſia, after what manner 
„ have been with you at all ſcaſons, ſerving the Lord 
« with all humility of mind, and with many tears and 
1 temptations which befel me; how I kept back nothing 
that was pro itable, but have ſhewed you, and me = © 
e taught you publicly, and from houſe to houſe; re- 
bh membering that for the ſpace of three years, I 80 
not to warn every one, night and day, with tears (5).“ 
And thus alſo to the Theffalonians, „Being affection- EY, 
„ ately deſirous of you, we were willing to have im- 
< parted unto you, not the goſpel of God only, but alſo. 
Hur own ſouls, becauſe ye were dear to us. For ye 5 
3 remember, brethren, our labour and travel: for la- 
a bouring night and day, becauſe we would not be 
. chargeable to any of you, we . unto you the 
* goſpel of God (c).“ Tj 
Outward toll naturally wears out our feeble frame: ; 
but when to it is added anxiety of mind, then is it 
particularly walting. Different paſſages already cited, 
(and many other Which might be Scl e ſnew this 3 
to have been the lot of this apoſtle: © Beſides thoſe 
PE things which are without, thar which cometh u- 
on me daily, the care of all the churches {d);” care 
. about them, in painful ſympathy in all their dan- 
5 gers, temptations, and tribulations, and ſolicitude or 
their proſperity in every reſpect. This anxiety indeed | 
was fo extenſive and diffuſed, as to deſcend to every 
e, Chriſtian he knew or was conne ted with, 


5 (a) Acts x xiv. 20. 21, 19. „5 Theſf ii. 8 8. 
(5) Ib. xx. 18. &c. „ or, u. ky 
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In critical ſituations of his beloved Timothy; in an 
unexpected abſence of Titus bringing tidings to him 
concerning the church of Corinth, he had no reſt in. 

his ſpirit, but went from Troas to Macedonia to meet 

him; being © troubled on every fide, as without were 

” fightings, and within were fears (a).“ We obſerve _ 

the concern he could take, even for Oneſimus a con- 

verted ſlave, that Philemon his maſter might receive 
him kindly. But when Epaphroditus, the meſſenger to 
| him from Philippi, was dangerouſly fick, it affected 
him fo deeply, as occaſioned his ſaying, upon his re- - 
covery, that © God had mercy upon bien and not o 
* him only, bur on me allo, leſt 1 ſhould have Tons : 
© upon forrow (b).” Is it any wonder then, when called 
to it, though (as his modeſty expreſſed it) he was the leaſt 
of the apoſtles, that he ſhould ſay, through the grace ne: 7 
him, he laboured more abundantly than them all (c) 
How he ſupported, and what his views were in Fo 
life of (otherwiſe) in ſupportable labour, we learn from 
himſelf, declaring, „W hom we preach, warning every 
man, and teaching every man in all wiſdom; that we 
may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. 
« Whereunto I alſo labour, ſtriving according to. his 

8 * working, which worketh in me might iy. (d).” 

7. Bur peter: was this great and uncealing Jabour all 

I the evidence the apoſtle gave of his love for the falva- 
tion of ſouls. To this ne added the enduring of ſuffer- 
ings, « being always ready to have Chriſt magnified in 

his body, Whether! it ſhould be by life or by death (2), 

Prom the firſt moment his converſion was known, to 

2M his martyrdom, in what place, and unto what 5 

did n not he endure hardthip 4 Loved he peace, did he . 
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(a) 2 Cor. ii. 12. & vii. . {d) Col. . 28. 29. 
C6) Philip. ii. 275 e le Philip, 4, © 
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F ſeek 


1 


feek It alway $? with the cruel reproach of being <<, peſt. 
ent fellow, a ſeditious man (a), a turner af the world 
PR upſide down,” was he arraigned before tribunals. 


Did he paſſionately love his country and his brethren? 


by them in particular muſt he bear to be abhorred, and 


perſecuted with violent and unrelenting malice. Had 


he a taſte for eloquence? the ſcorn of 6 What will this | 
e babbler ſay ? (6),” muſt he endure from the great 
Judges of it at Athens. Loved he the truta of God 
above all things? from a governor upon his judgment- 
| ſeat, muſt he be upbraidcd with madneſs, when moſt | 
| elevated i in declaring it (c). Was he poſſeſſed of a ſu- 
periority of ſoul to molt men? to his lot the wretch- | 
ed indignity mult fall, of Gghting, 1 in the theatre at E- | 
Pheſus, with wild beaſts (4). But to go through . 7 


_ culars were endleſs. 


His two epiſtles to the church at -Corineh:” were writ= | 
g hen. in the 22d and hos years of his Chriſtianity, and | 
there are different places in both, which deſcribe his | 
lite till that period, as the moſt afflicted that poſſibly | 
Could be. Take the following paſſages as a few ſamples. | 
The contraſt to the plentiful ſituation of many at Co- | 
; rinth is flrong: „Now,“ faith he, © ye are full, now 
ye are rich, — For I think that God hath ſet forth 1 us I 
the apoſtles laſt, as it were appointed to death. For = 
ve are made a ſpectacle unto the world, and to angels, i 
and to men. We are fools for Chriſt's ſake, —we are 
« weak, e are defpited. Even unto this preſent hour, 


« we both hunger and thirſt, and are naked, and are 


5 « bucted, and have no certain dwelling- place ; and 


& Jabour, working with our own hands : being reviled, 


« we bleſs : being perſecuted, we ſuffer | It; being de- . 
„ famed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the 
« wor id, and are the off. tcouring of all things unto | 


707 Acts xxiv 7. 55 A Aer xxvi. 24. 
(6 Ib. XY il. 18. 2 | (4) 1 Cor. xv. 32. 
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de this day (a) Again, We are troubled on eve- 


CC 


ry ſide, yet not diftreſſed ; ; we are perplexed, but not 


%. 


Jeſus might be made manifeſt in our body. For we 


in faſtings, by pureneſs, by knowledge, by long- 


4. ſuffering, by kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by love 

unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of 
God, by the armour of righteoutnels on the right 
. band and on the left, by honour and diſhonour, "by 
evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet 


true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, 
8 


cc 


i WM 


and behold, we live ; 3 as Chaltened, and not kil led; 
* as ſorrowful, yet always rejoicing ; as poor, yet 


1 2 Cor. iv. TE | | . t . 


Attack 8 have bee it made vro1 Chrin:: 2 nity from every quarter 
| OE -F'S have been able 9 deviſe. Gf late they n:; de Cai; that 


the true way of exan ming religion, is as other branches of philo! ophy 
have fuccetsfully been tri9d, by f is and exp driments: and ſurely 


Chriſtians will not deeline that makes of ir quir Upon this a- 
85 polt! es ſufgfterit 9 ic 0 Per . 0 1 on il ort 7 men on account 
.of- the gere on ie fi er then offers itt; if to conſideration, which Chrifians 

. | 11 RRR ůů·ͤ· ͤ· · · π—¾ W would 


in deſpair ; perſecuted, but not forſaken ; caſt down, 
but not deſtroyed ; always bea ing about in the bo- 
AS dy, the dying of the Lord Jeſus, that the life alſo of 
CC 
© which live. are always delivered unto death for Je- 
et ſus ſake (5).” © But in all things approving our- 

e ſelves as the miniſters of God, in much patience, in 
afflictions, in neceſſities, in di iſtreſſes, in ſtripes, in 


. impriſonments, in tumults, 1 In labours, in watchings, 
(e 


making many rich; as having nothing, and yet poſ- CO 
85 {fling all things. O ye Corinthians, our. mouth 16 
[| - 66 open unto you, our heart | 18 enlarged. Ye are not 
« ſtraicened in us, but ye arc ſtuaitened in your own 
bv. bowels (ep Nor in the CM inder of his days, even to | 
old age, did 5 ſtorm abate, 28 W 0 may afterwards no- 
tiere. And what can be bevand i e things in che ſpirit 
of love for lou ils, or in lullerine 7 on "ha account 5 
e But . 


{a) 1 Cor. iv. 8. &&. ie) 2 Cor. vi. 4. &e. dee alſo 
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But whence all this Sy Many | in the Lorle it 
may be ſaid, have undergone great hardſhips from evi} 
as well as good principles; from pride, from obſtinacy 
of temper, or from delution and enthuſiaſm, The fact 

ä is 


Lo ould with to bc expl; (ined. otherw! ite, than, by what Yeu deep i in | 
their religion, the corruption of human nature by fin, and the alena- 
tion W hich is thereby 1 in the heart of man to the life of God. 


Hatred, we have ſeen, 3 is Originally unnaturallo a creature ſo form- 


cd for love as man; and that ſpecies of it ſewn in perſccution for 
religion, and particularly on account of ſuch a diſpenſation of love 


and grace as the Chriſtian, is otherwie very unaccountable. If en- 
vies, and Irifes, and wrath, are ber ned, as proceeding from our 
narrow views of things, and intertering intereſts with regard to the 


means of our happ neſs in this world, and thereſore to be imputed only 
to the impertfection“ of our preſent nature and ſtate; how ſhall this 


phenomenon be explained, that againſt a qoctrine wich enlarges our 


views by the faith of another wor!: 1, and which, in its hopes, is far e- 
nough from interfering with cur poſſeſfions here, ſuch general ſpite and 

violence ſtould have been manifeſted among git men? — The fact cannot 
_ be diſputed; our ſcriptures give the moſt copicus accounts of this from 


one age to another; and with this, other hillories of the world per- 


1 feet coincide.“ It; is iN Van to lege, that che miſchiefs Which the 
| Y 


corrupters of Chriſtianity have > ©cCaioned, under its name, to the world 


in latter ages, in order to carry ON aſe unhallowed deſigns, are the 
Cccaſion of thi is. To cut off all cavil on this account, let it be aſked, 


what mitchiet pad Abel dune to Cin, or Jeremish to the Jews, or 
Jeſus Chriſt to the pe eople | he appe ard among! Aud as the caie of this 
apoſtle hath led to this reſlectic n. what harm had! he deviſed or dene 


: to any One perſon, Or any People under the lun? wh 0 yet Was Cer- 


tainly re proached, hated, and hurt by all forts ts of men. What was 


Aitchperes dangerous in him by all his accuſers * What hath to this 
day perſpired from all he taught, or w wats. vor 0 ; did aſter he became a 


Chriſtian, that was tlie leatt 1 wjurious to provoi e to {uch treatment? 


Or what have many others, who, in former or litter accs, have feared 
rhe Lore, been guilty of N that While 11 wing in the more retired Vir- 
tues Of religion, devolion, or me exneſs, and being ev ery way harmleſs, 
have yet met with the Cont empr of poor cles tures,” „from men; and 
when exerciſing love” e's public zeal for the {+1400 of men, have becn 
- conſidered as troubleſome men, and tre; ited accoriiimely, ill verify- 
ing that maxim of this apoſtle, 4 b; at al! E © would | live gouly in 
this world, muſt tufter periecution.“ 


What other account can be even of this m ater, * Fe A that lo- 


ving man John aſtords, W. aere fe! e Lev Cain his brother? Becauie 


25 11s Own works Cre evil, and 18 b. Aer 8 ric hteous. Marvel act, 


„ my brethren, if the world hate v ou.“ An account, which, upon a 
thorough and: impart tial examination, Wi oni be found fully to corre- 


ſpond 


* 


1 64 2 


is acknowledged. But ſo was not this apoſtle moved 


to his Sade, and to his patience. 


It was not pride producing obſtinacy 1 in him, that 
made him ſtand the many ſhocks to which he WAS ex- 
poſed. No man had more ſenſibility than he; nor 
could any, upon juſt occaſions, in order to 90054 in⸗ 
dignity and pain, with more Roman ſpirit, aſſert and 
claim his privileges as a Roman (a). Nay, however by 
2 principle ſubject to governors. and men in authority; : 
yet could he appeal from their ſentences to higher tri- 
bunals, that he might avoid dangers; as, on other OC- - 
caſions, he allo with oreat addreſs EXercil fed his pru- 


dence, to be Ne from perſecuting t men (5). 


As folly or an obſtinate temper, then, were not the 
| ſprings of his patience in enduring his various and valt 
load of ſuffering, ſo neither was it deluſion or enthu- 


ſiaſm. He was ever ready to give the reaſons of that 


hope which was in him, for which he was judg ged fe); | 
and fo often bound in chains. Nor could any thing 
pleaſe him better than to have theſe reaſons exams 


ned and brought into fair trial. With the Jews i 


their ſynagogues, he ſhewed out of their law and bs 5 
. phets, that Jeſus ' Was the Chriſt; before Jew and Gen- 
tile he wrought miracles, and gave powers to others to 
do ſo likewiſe, to confirm the doc rine he taught. Were 
not all tongues ſpo! ken by him, the ſick healed, death 
inflicted, and death deli red from, and all at once? 
In theſe could he, and all, be Gelu: ded ! ? Was this en- 


ſpond with the appearances of hab ed which have ever been iq this 85 
ev il world, in proportion as men have {hy vn themlc Ives attached to 

God, and his truth tor ſalvarion, Es, | 5 
A high degrce of depray! ity this! perf CHIN gte with the whole 
” ſcriptural account of our dee; corruption, by apoſtaſy from God; diſ- 
playing the higheſt neceſſity of his grace to ſave us; ; and jodiy exci- 

. ting to thankfulneſs for it, as revealed in the ofpel; ; and at the ſame . 


time affording no ſmall preſumption tor the rea AY and truth of the 
whole doctrine. 


(a) Acts xvi. 3. & XXIIi. 6%] Acts xxv. 11. 
| 25+ | | 8 * + 77. Ib. * xvi. 6. 
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9445 1 
thuſiaſm? By the arts and powers of oratory, men 
may lead others to the perſuaſion of very unaccount- 
able opinions, and many may be deluded. But was 
Paul, and that prudent man Sergius Paulus, and 
Elymas, a cunning ſorcerer too, all deluded, when 
Elymas was ſtruck blind (a)? or Publius, and all 
Melita, and Paul too, deluded, when Publius's fa- 
ther, and all the ſick in the iſland, upon Paul's pray- 
ing, were healed (4)? or the whole aſſembly at Tro- 
1 when Eutychus was reſtored to life (c)? Was it all 
enthuſiaſm, when upon twelve men at once, by laying : 
on his hands, the Holy Ghoſt came, and they ſpake 
with tongues, and propheſied (4)? Theſe things are 
= impoſſible; the facts mult be diſproved, elſe the na- 
ming of deluſion or enthuſiaſm to Paul performing : 
hom: is the laſt inſult. that can be offered to the un- - 
derſtanding of man, and to all the evidence IT which 
he ever was determined to give credit. 5 
Nor was this apoſtle afraid, but. readily entere« d into . 
5 diſpute with Philolophers in their higheſt {che ools, about 
that true God whom he ſerved, and. that Jeſus Chriſt 
whom he preached, as the 1 edecmer and laſt judge 
of men, in e to all their ic ols, rhei ir ſupertti- 
tion and falſe ſcien e (e 2 Es 4 
Before governo 8 4. could f clo SH reaſon of the 


£ ' weighty matters of his religion; for which he was in 


bonds, as to make them tremble from their tribu— 
nals (f); and fo incomparably make an apology for 
his faith before a king of the beſt underſtanding, 
: (which 'D nerefore made | tim happy), and expert in theſe 5 
things, as © almoſt Ppetfuaded him to become a Chri- 
60 ſtian (20. 55 Pur when neither Joſhice Nor Privileg ge 


5 (a) Adds xiii. w 5 0 A. xvi, 


13. 19: 
(3) Ib. xxv iii. 8. 9. b. xxir. 23. 
. 25 15. Xxvi. 28. 


(4/ Ib. als. 0, 


C 63 1 


could protest, nor reaſon nor ſcriptures prevail, then 
he knew how to ſuffer, and with magnanimity to bear, 


For if magnanimity conſiſts in a certain greatneſs of 


foul, ſupported by truth; and, though without out- 
ward aid in the midſt of enemies, in enduring with 
: patience many difficulties while ſtruggli ng for i it, then, 


undoubtedly, was this apoſtle a true derb. 


Who ever had more enemies, or enemies more vie 
ung and powerful than he ? or who fewer friends 1 in his; 
xtremities ? During his firſt confinement at Rome, he 
ited to ſend a faithful miniſter of Chriſt to his belo- 
ved Philippians to act in his room; and is obliged to 
ſay, „J truſt in the Lord Jeſus, to ſend Timothy thor t 
ly unto you; — for I have no man like-minded, who 
« will naturally « cate for your ſtate. For all ſeck their 
* own, not the things which are Teſas Chris La). 
| And when a ſecond. and greater danger in the ſame _ 
5 place, under cruel Nero, which nd pr: oved. fatal, ; 
| befel him; he wrote to the ſame faithful Timothy, Og 
. der the weight of years and chains: Do thy diligence 
-.* $6 do eme ſhortly unto me. For Demas” (whom a little ” 
before, in his epiſtle to Philemon he had called his 
fellow- helper) „ hath forlaken me, having loved” (the , 
eaſe of) © this preſent world, and is departed unto | 
4 >» Theſſalonica; 5 Crel; lcens to Galatia ; 'Tirus unto Dal- : 
EO matia. — At my firſt anſwer no man ſtood with me, 
but all” (as all had done his Lord in his afflictions (3) 
„ forſook me: I Pray, fp lalch he, 1 95 it may not be laid ” 


to their charge (c).“ 


But the want of true fi iends was not his 1 ie 
tion in that view; to this there was joined the bitter 
addition of many falſe ones.“ In perils,“ ſaith he, a- 
Foy mong falſe brethren (d) hy This he had for his love to 


fa) Philip. Th 19. . 10 2 Timm 1. 9. 10. 16. 
4 Matth. XXxVI. . 50, .) 2 Cor. xi. 20. 
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the free ſalvation of us Gentiles. Bigotted Jews came 
privily into his aſſemblies, to ſpy out this liberty from 
Moſes; and then raiſed ſtorms againſt him amongſt 
their brethren, from whom he ſuffered ſo many. things 
on this account (a). Sy SE 
He was © a young man when converted (3),” a and 
from that moment his fioht of afflictions began. When 
far on in his warfare, he proteſted to the Corinthians, 
that he died daily (c). When his courſe was near 
| finiſhed, he wrote to Philemon, © being ſuch a one 
as Paul the aged, and now a priſoner of Jeſus 
-<-Chnft,” And when his departure was at hand, 
when juſt ready, at the pleaſure of the wickedeſt and 
molt cruel of all men, to be offered up, his deſcription 
of himſelf and his whole lite was, ” 1 have fought the 
8 good fight.“ „„ 
It will throw a jult and good light, not only upon the 
patience, but willingneſs of Paul, in all his ſufferings, 


to bear them, to remember what the Lord faid to A> „ 
nanias at his converſion, not only that he „ 


choſen veſſel to me, to bear my name among the 
Gentiles, &c. but, I will ſnew him how great things 
he mult ſuffer for my name's ſake (4).“ This we know 
was accordingly ſhewed him by his Lord, and this is the 
true key to open up his wonderful ſpirit in all that be- 
fel him. Thereby to fulfil the will of his redecming 
Lord, to glorify him and his Father in the world, and 
0 be the happy inſtrument of ſaving souls, was his 
joy. And fo he bicſelf fully explains che matter to the 
Theſſalonians. Wherefore, when we could no long- 


er forbear, we thought it good to be lett at Athens i 


„ aloae: and ſent Timothy — to eſtabliſh you, and to. 
„ comfort. you concerning your faith; chat no m an 


(a) Gal. ii. 4. "223,54 One: Os | 
EE done T 4% Adds ix. 15. 16. 5 
. 00 mond 


3 1 
EG: mould be moved by theſe afflictions: "for yourſelves 


« know that we are appointed thereunto. For veri- 
< ly, when we were with you, we told you before, that 
c 


ö 4 


in his fleſh, for his body's ſake, which was the 


church 6 The ſufferings of Chriſt are the foun- 
| dation of all our hope for falvation ; but the ſufter- 
ings of his apoſtles, and particulaily of Paul, were 
made uſeful to awaken the world to attend to this ſal- 
vation, to confirm real Chriſtians in the faith of it, and 


otherwiſe to promote the exerciſe of grace in them: 


% But I would,” ſays he, © ye ſhould underſtand, bre- 


F< thren, that the things which happened unto me, have 


"66 


fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the goſpe] : 


e ſo that my bonds in Chriſt are manifeſt in all the pa- 
Jlace, and in all other places; ; and many of the bre- 
A thren in the Lord waxing confident by my bonds, 
are much more bold to ſpeak the word without 

( ſtcear (c).“ „ Wherein,” ſays he further, I ſuffer 
d trouble as an evil- doer, even unto bonds ; bur the 
word of God is not bound, Therefore 1 N all 


'66 things for the elect's fake, that they may allo obtain 


0 -: 6: ae ſalvation which is in Jeſus Chriſt, with eternal 
Toy glory. It is a faithful ſaying. For if we be dead with 
him, we ſhall alſo live with him: it we ſuffer, we 

| <© ſhall alfo reign with him : 4b We. deny 88 he will 


alſo deny us a). af 


| Behold then the principles upon "which the apoſtle | 
| acted in his ſufferings, and the ſpirit by which he bore 
up under them. In all this was he an enthuf alt, or 


did he act wiſely . and did he reaſon well ; in ſaying, 


64 1 Theſf ili. 2 


. (c) Philip. i. 12. 13. POR 
2 Cor. i. 24. 


7 2 Lim. ii. 9. 10.11, 12. 


under 


Th | 
# | 
n 1 
2 
'#K 
; * 
X %.1 
bh 


we ſhould ſuffer tribulation ; even as it came to pals, | 
and ye know (a).” So allo he told the Coloſſians, 

that © he rejoiced in his ſufferings for them, and filled 
up that which was behind of the afflictions of Chriſt 
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under all his trials, cc Our light affliction, which is but 

« for a moment, worketh for us a far more e 

and eternal weight of glory ()?? 

For his dear Maſter's honour, for his own, and for o- 
thets ſalvation, he was content to be thought any thing 

the world plealed, and to endure all they could lay up- 

e him. „ For we commend not ourſelves again unto 


. [Corinthians], but give you occalion to glory on | 


* our behalf, that you may have ſomewhat to anſwer 


them which glory in appearance, and not in heart. 


* For whether we be beſides ourſelves,” (fo was he re- 


_ proached), * or whether we be ſober, it is for your yy 


* cauſe (b).” On theſe accounts it was, that, after 


former dangers, we find him willing to enter the theatre 
at Epheſus, amidſt an enraged multitude, to make a de- 

| fence of the truth of his Lord, by which ſouls can only | 
be ſaved (c). Therefore alſo, when the Spirit teſtified in 


_ every city, that bonds and afflictions awaited him, he | 


could fay, © None of theſe things move me (ad). . 


And wh in repeated prophecy, it was declared, ry 
what, in his going to Jeruſalem, ſhould befal him, 
and was beſought not to go there by his friends 
with tears; theſe, but not the dangers, moved him: | 
Then Paul anſwered, What mean ye to weep, 
« and to break mine heart? for Jam ready not to be 


. 


bound only, but alſo to die at Jeruſalem, for the 


name of the Lord Jeſus (e).“ When the threatened - 


afflictions came, inſtead of ſbrioking, his great concern | 
was, to engage others to © pray that God would open | 
to him a door of utterance, to ſpeak the myſtery of. | 
N Chriſt, for which he was alſo in bonds; that he | 


* might make It manifeſt, as he ought to ſpeak „ 
as his only. fear was, leſt any, by his tribulations, 


(a) 2 Col. ir. 7. ( Ae v. 24. 
(6) 2 Cor. v. 12. 13. e eee 13. 
(e} Aﬀts xix. 30. 65 } Cel. W. 3.4. 


might ; S 


N 


K 67 1 


. mitotic be offended, and moved away fromthe hope of 
the goſpel : © Wherefore I deſire that ye faint not at 
my tribulations for you, which is your glory. For 
this cauſe I bow my knees unto the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (a).“ And how he was 
comforted, when, by theſe, Chriſtians were nor. ſtum- 
bled, we learn: „For this cauſe, when I could no 
DN longer forbear; I ſent to know [the ſtedtaſt eſs of! 


<< your faith, leſt by ſome means the tempter have 55 


© tempted you, and our labour be in vain. But now 


LIES 


Thus alfo, after many ſtripes for the go! per s ſake, he | 
was found at midnight in Pein with Silas, making 
_ joyful praiſe to his Lord (4). When he was reproached for 
the name of Chriſt, he was happy; for then the Spirit 
of God and of glory che more relied upon him. When 
t the ſufferings of Chriſt abounded in him, bis con- 
„ ſolation 4115 abounded by Chriſt. Whether we 
be afflicted, by faich he, «jris for your confolation and | 


(a) Eph. iii. 12. 14. N 4.0 28 W Xii. 0. 
1 1 Theſl. 11. 5 Ko. 8 Acts xvi. N 


122 N & {41 


when Timothy — brought us good tidings of your | 
faith and charity, —we were comforted over you in 
<« all our affliction and diftr.ſs by your faith: for now | 
"we live, if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord % 
But courage and patience in afflictions were not all 
| that was manifeſted: by this benevolent man for the ſake 
of the goſpel, and of ſouls. To theſe he added glory 
ing and rejoicing. In his bodily weakneſs and infirmi- 
ties, received by the abundance of revelations, as the a- 
poſtle of the Gentiles, in order to preach the goſpel ful - 
ty unto them, which brought upon him ſo much con- 
tempt from men, he oloricd tel” becauſe the grace of-. 
God was upon that account more abundantly beſtowed 5 
| upon him, and the power of God to ſalvation was, in theſe 
| circumſtances, more demonſtrated and made conſpicu- 
OUS, while under them many were by his means converted 
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benevolence for the ſalvation and ſpiritual comfort of 1 
thers? We ſhall not make it our preſent buſineſs, tb 
ſettle the preciſe meaning of the remarkable expreſſion 


« threns ake the Jews (c).“ ” We only obſerve, that 
as, in juſt criticiſm, it is capable of a fair meaning, | 
without admitting what, if literally taken as it ends. Tr 
in our verſion, it would ſeem to import; fo the whole 
paſſage, beyond diſpute, breathes all the anxiety of 
good -will for the ſalvation of his brethren according to | 
1 che fleſh ; as. do alſo many other places in his writings : | 
If by any means I may provoke to emulation chem 
Which are my fleſh, and might fave ſome of them. — 
What ſhall the receiving of them be, but life from 
the dead (4)? „My heart's deſire and prayer to 
Gd for Iſrael is, that they might be ſaved (e).“ 
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the ſame cauſe (4).“ So that indeed it became part 
of his doctrine, to © glory in tribulation ().” 


To what height did not this wonderful man carry his 


of © wiſhing himſelf accurſed from Chriſt, for his bre- 


Not indeed to them only, but to all the church of: 


| God, did he carry his benevolence, as far as a man can ö 0 
: pollibly be ſuppoſed to go. 


He was much acquainted with the love of God hich | 
paſſeth knowledge, and with the grace of his Lord which 5 


to him had been o exceeding rich: he had, moreover, A 
been in the third heavens, had ſeen the honours, heard | 
| the language and fongs, and taſted the Joys of the redeem- _ + 
ed there; as by many other ways he was aſſured of being 
made an eternal ſnharer in them. The ardent deſire of 
his ſoul, therefore, was, to be where he thus knew it was 


= beſt. 5 But, in his great love to che ſa vation and | 
| (a) 2 Cor. 1. 5 6. (, Rer. Xl, 12.—15. 
3 % Rom. V. Js. 5 41. iis X. 1. . = 

7) e omni 


comfort 


E 8 1 


; comfort of 1 men upon earth, he could ſo far and far it 
was to ſuch a man) deny bimſelf, as not only to be in a 


ſtrait, but actually to prefer a longer abode here, in the 
miadſt of all his outward forrows, under the ſure proſpect 
of finiſhing them in all the ignominy and anguiſh of a 
public death, as a malefactor, inſtead of being carried 
immediately to the poſſeſſion of all his wiſhes with his 
gear and glorified Redeemer. * According,” faith he, 


to my earneſt expectation, and my hope, that in no- 


(c 


ud 


40 


two, having a deſire to depart, and to be with Chriſt; 


« which is far better: Nevertheleſs, to abide in the _ 


e fleſh, is more needful for you. [Benevolent indeed i] 
And having this confidence [perſuaſion], Lk now that 


gument lies thus. One may be liberal 1 in reſigning his 


oven eaſe and profit; and w hen he does ſo for advancing. 


the good of thoſe he loves, he is generous in friendſhip : 


but when he would ſacrifice the peace and advantage of 
| thoſe who are his beſt loved friends, for the fake of 1 
ny he has no particular connection with; himſelf retaining = 
A knowing and loving character 'Y as it juitly argues his 


. Fhilip. bo 20,—25. 


thing I ſhall be aſhamed, but that with all boldneſs, 
as always, ſo now alſo Chriſt ſhall be magnified i = - 
my body, whether it be by life or by death. For to 
me to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain. But if I live 
in the fleſh, this is the fruit of my labour : yet what 
I ſhall chuſe I wot not. For I am in a ſtrait betwixt 


ay 1 ſhall abide and continue with you all, for your fur- 
« therance and joy of faith ().“ Was ever, amongſt 
men, ſuch free, full, and anreferved love to others, as: : 
| this apoſtle ſhews for the © ſalvation of men, of all men? 
_ Laſtly, we finiſh this repreientat ion of the apoſtle” 8 . 
: benevolence, in “ ſeeking the profit of. meny, that hey, 

55 might be ſaved,” by remembering the complacency 
he had in the labours and ſufferings of thoſe he loved 
moſt, to further the {ame blefied purpoſe. And the ar- 
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full perſuaſion of the certainty of the ſyſtem he purſues, 
ſo doth it ſhew an enlargement and elevation of ſoul in 


love, raiſing the human heart to heaven itſelf. A heart 


40 


l of {alvation, and that of God. 
7 5 


70 f 


2 inſpired had this apoſtle. We thus illuſtrate it. 
Toil and ſufferings are the laſt things a friend can 


' wiſh to them he loves; a real friend hath often 
ſuffered, nay expoſed himſelf to death, in ſympathy, 
or in order to deliver thoſe he hath affected tenderly. 
And who ſo affectionate or - frequent i in ſuch ſelf-denials _ 
for thoſe he particularly loved, as Paul? Bur however £26] 
8 fervent in private kindneſs, he could not thereby cramp 
his general and univerſal love for the ſalvation of men. 
He honoured © his own” private interefts, by ſacrificing 
them to the advantage of others; and he would alſo = 
nour the preſent quiet of his beſt loved friends, by de- 
voting it, to promote a more general good. Indeed in 
5 proportion as he found men of this public and generous | 
| ſpirit, ſo they became endeared to him. Thus he thankcd 
God, who had put the ſame earneſt care into Titus for 
the Corinthians, as himſelf was filled with; concerning 
whom, after labouring and tt avelling amongſt them, 
he exulting ſaid, Ss Did Titus make a gain of you! ? 
4. walked we not in the fame ſpirir, and in the fame 
4 ſteps (a) ?” When ſufferings fell to the lot of ſuch 
as he loved, Ale {triving for the faith of the . 
after thaokſgivings that they had not been oflende d by 
the croſs, he could fay, as to his dear Philippians, & And 


goſpel; 


e in nothing rerrified by your adverſaries : which to 
« them is an evident token of perdition, bur to vou 


For unto you it is 
gen in the behalf of Chriſt, not only to belle ve on 


386 him, but allo to ſuffer for nd fake ; ; having the ſame 


conflict, which ye ſaw in me, and now fin bonds at 
8 omen hear to be in me (J) * 


| {a} 2 Cor Ak. 18. | — . | 2 1 "7 ip, _ 28. 19-70" ; 


But 


— — 


Js 
n 


1 
But if the apoſtle doted in love upon one man on 
earth, more than another, it was upon Timothy ; © his 

„ own, his dearly beloved fon (a); not only becauſe he 

had begotten him to Chriſt, as he had done many, by 

the power of the ſame ſaving truth, but becauſe of that 
remarkable and ſingular reſemblance to Jeſus Chriſt and 
to himſelf, in benevolent ſelf-denied love, which he 
found in him for the ſalvation of ſouls, of many ſouls. 

So he teſtifies of him to the Philippians : © I have no 
man like-minded, who will naturally care for your 
« ſtate. For all ſeek their own, not the things which 

s are Jeſus Chriſt's. But ye know the proof of him, 

„ that as a fon with a father, he hath ferved with me 
"of in the goſpel (Y). 

Tet to this tenderly beloved youth, he ſent his 7" 
85 ns epiſtle (his laſt writing upon earth), when a ſecond 
time in chains at Rome for- the goſpel, and that after he 
had once anſwered to his accuſation before the devour- 
og lion Nero (c); when, from what he oblerved there, 
or otherwiſe by the Spirit knew, he was in certain and ; 
immediate proſpect of a violent death from that tyrant. 
| Now let us reflect upon this ſituation of things. 8 
Paul bowed down with age, and chains. and the 

labours and ſorrows of many more than thirty years, in 

the ſervice of the goſpel and of ſouls, finds his depar- 
ture from life at hand (4). He writes to his darling 
friend and ſon; and in what terms? (e) With regard to 5 

himſelf, declaring the moſt firm faith in that goſpel he. 
had preached, and ſuffered ſo much upon account of, 

” and for which he was now ready to be offered up; not 

aſhamed, but 1 in tr -anſport at the immediate. proſpet of 

eternal 3 and felicity thereby. — And with re- 
gard to his beloved friend, amidſt many « endearing ex- 
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(a) 1 Tim: * ; 2 Tim. 1 TY : Tim. iv. 16; 47 
ü. . „„ (4) 2 Tim. iv. 6. 
) Philip. 1 ii. 20, 21. 23 ” r Tim. * e 


preſnons 5 


9 
preſſions of the tendereſt affection, we find him in the 
moſt ſolemn manner charging him to ſpend his life and 
ſtrength in that ſervice, which upon himſelf had only 
brought poverty, reproach, affliftions, and death; to be 
: inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon preaching this doc- 
trine; as a man of God, to be perfect in his work; as a 
miniſter of Chriſt, to uſe the ſeriptures by every method | 
proper for the ſalvation of ſouls, according to them: 
never to be aſhamed of the teſtimony of the Lord, nor 
of himſelf as his priſoner : : to ſhrink at no danger, how- 
ever alarming, but in his own perſon to be © partaker 
of the afflictions of the goſpel, according to the 
power of God,” and, in all ſelf-denial, to“ endure 
1 e hardneſs as a good foldier of Jeſus Chriſt (a).“ 


This, therefore, we conſider as the laſt e that. 5 


— could be given of love to ſouls and their ſalvation. 5 


once it thews the apoſtle's own. full perſuaſion of the 
truth of Chriſtianity, and of its power: to fave eternal- 
ly; and his moſt earneſt defire that that bleſſed effect 
ſhould be produced by it to many: that having him- 
ſelf ſuffered the loſs of all things, and to the laſt count- 
ed them but dung, for Chriſt as the Redeemer of men, 


8 he with his dying breath ſhould preſs fo vehemently the 


perſon who was deareſt to him on earth, after he ſhould 
be gone, to engage himſelf entirely in the ſame cauſe V2 
to expole himſelf to every danger and hardſhip | in an 
eager purſuit of the ſame great end; the © ſeeking the 


46; « profit of 15 chat thereby uy: might be faved nx 
Behold | 


(a) 2 Tim. Ui. 14. 3 iv, 15.3 3 i 8. ; i, 1 4.3 fi. 10. 11. 12 


00G Chriſtianity is of that nature, that if one of its many eviden- 
. is found good, it muſt be true; and whatever objections are made 
againſt other parts of it, they fall to the ground. Thus, not only, if 
the capital article of the reſurrection of Chriſt is fairly proved, all the 
_cavils made againſt its miracles, prophecies, c. ceaſe ; but there 
are many other particulars that belong to it, and ſeveral of them that 
"have not been very minutely conſidered by 1ts defenders, which, 


It found true, muſt have the lame effect. Not a few ſuch might eat. _ 


1 


293-1 


Behold then a fair pattern of benevolence, of Chri- 


” fan benevolence, ſupported by the trueſt magnanimi- 


W the aim the beſt, dhe nobleſt, and the moſt exten- 
| hve; 


Ls 


ly benamed. No nconfiderable inſtance 07 this kind was fone time 
ago produced concerning Judas Iſcariot. In particular, the argument 
for the truth of our religion from the converſion and life of Paul, hath 

of late, to excellent purpoſe, been inſiſted upon by Lord Lyttelton, 
And by Dr Benſon, in his diſſertation upon that ſubject, adjected to his 
commentary upon the Pint to Philemon; where the alternative is put 
to the Deiits, and they called upon to take either ſide of it, and ry " 


debate, whether the apoſtle was an enthuſiaſt or impoſtor. 


They may chuſe which fide they pleaſe; Chriſtians are ready for : 
them. If he was an enthuſiaſt, he was ſurely the moſt egregious and 


deliberate fool that ever either lived or died under that character; 


who after ſuch a life of miſery as he had paſſed through, which he 
Was juſt about finiſhing in the way moſt diſagreeable to human na- 

ture that can be, could fo warmly adviſe his young and moſt be- 
loved friend to embrace the courſe, which by experience he knew, 
| 2nd foretold would produce ſo unhappy a lot to him in the world. 
Or he muſt, if an impoſtor, have been the wickedeſt man that ever 
breathed. The depravity of man is not the doctrine which infidels 


are fondeſt of; but however, if Paul was an impoſtor, he mutt have 


been extremely far gone in it. Nay all mankind may be challenged 


to produce his equal in villany, upon the ſuppoſition he acted a part 


za his profeſſed belief of Chriſtianity, to betray, without any pofible 


temptation of advantage to himſelf in his preſent ſituation, his beſt 


beloved and loving friend, into ſuch certain miſery in this life, as the - 


— following his counſels muſt certainly lead him into. 
But corrupted and misjudging as men are, who upon ſober <ondide- 


ration can believe the apoftle Paul was either the one or the other f 
theſe ? The appeal is made to the common ſenſe and candour of man- 


kind, if either of theſe ſuppoſitions is poſſible. Let his writings be 


read; the more they are examined, the better: and. who in dcing ſo 
will not diſcern, on the one hand, a degree of underſtanding, acute 


neſs, and judgment, that fall to the ſhare of few men uͤpon earth. 


and which render it quite impoſſible, that, as a fool, or a weak man, 
he ſhould be impoſed upon in the facts he affirms were the reafons ot 


his being a Chriſtian ? Set aſide his teaching by the Spirit and his vi- 


ſions at preſent ; could ſuch a man as he be impoſed upon in the 
matter of his own power of working m: tracles, or of conveying that 

power to others? In theſe was he 1o weak, as to be dejuded ? or by 
whom was he thus deceived ? and for what ends £ The human mind ; 


at once rejects ſuch abſurdities. 


But if his knowledge, ſagacity, and penetration are 1 5 
with the weakneſs of his being impoſed upon in th-te things no 


Teſs ſo is that candour, that benevolence, dai teleitedue t, hat 
rurn for ineediup, that perten ot foul to all craft and guile, 
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ſive; che means, to outward appearance, impotent and 
unavailing; the ſupports from without few, often none; 
the adverſaries many, powerful, violent, and uncealing. 


Wie have heard of heroiſm amongſt men; we have heard : 


it extolled : and there are, no doubt, ! in the human heart, 
original ſeeds of true greatneſs ; but how, by corruption, 
_ debaſed ! The fruits, what have they generally been ? 


Think of the living, or ſearch into the records of the | 


dead. What will you find: ? The worſt actions of ſubtilty, 


fraud, and cruelty, in wide waſtes of earth and men: 


deeſtr uction, not ſalvation, hath in this world being dig- 


nified with the name of greatneſs and heroiſm. And 
before Chriſtia anity, W hat was moſt faultleſs in this way 
was confined to time, and the happincſs of an earthiy 
5 life, as well as to particular places, families, or nations. 
Ic is Chriſtianity only*that hath thrown down all dil- 
tinctions amongſt men; that hath opened new, great, 
| boundleſs, and eternal ſcenes for the exc rciſe of its di- 
vine benevolence; that hath again, after many a dread- 
ful envy and {trife, made all men brethren; that hath 
extended their common intereſts to an eternal ſtate, and 


there connected them in love with other worlds, and all _ 


their glorious inhabitants (40. It is Chriſtiani y w hich, 


1 10 remarka! bly dif La all 1 acting 5 all his writings, 
: inconfiſtent with his "bei ing a deceitful man. Let the books be pro- 
duced. ancient or modera; where theſe great qualiites ſo uniformly 


and ſtrikingly ſhine forth; proceeding from a man too, than whom | 


none was ever in more temptations to bring forth his ſecret, if he 


had one to impart, or to betrav. The ſaga city and truth of this a- 
poſtle ſeem equally ſtrong and unimpeachable. And if neither can be 


overthrown, Chriſtianity 1 is true. Chriſt is in heaven, and men may 5 
be ſaved by him. It were much to be wiſhed ſceptical and unbckey; ing 
men, tor their own fakes, would f ally conſider io fair and deciſive an 
argument for the truth of Chriſtianity. The ap” ile” 5 wiiting this ſecoud 
epiſtle to Timothy in his ſituation, if Chriſtianity be not true, moſt 
certainly makes him not an ordinary, but fo Wenk or wicked a man, 
as to have few, if any parallels upon earth: A propoſition, either 
branch of which we ſuppole will be found ve ry y hard of diceition, 
do à mind where are any remains of cand Our. . 


{a} Heb. xi. 22.— 24. 


by 


ws 1 


"by 1 its almighty ſpirit, hath taught and ſupported its 
believers with true magnanimity, as well as made 
them olten ſucceſsful in the purſuits of its loving de- 
ſigns. With it indeed is no outward pomp to dazzle 
the eyes, o or pervert the judgment of the beholders; 
but poverty often, reproach, and other tribulations, 
ſo apt to produce neglect and contempt from blinded 
and ill judging men. Let true wiſdom will be Jjuftified 
of her children: the ſpiritually wiſe will diſcern through | 
the cloud, where. real excellence lies; and will deſire 
a ſhare of the ſame ſpirit. In this view, the apoſtle 
having exhorted the Corinthians to lay aſide a private 
ſpirit of ſelfihneſs, and to ſeek one another's wealth, 
deſires them to turn their eyes to himſelf, who, as 
they could remember and obſerve, lived, ated, and 
ſuffered in that ſpirit of divine love he fo anxioully 
| wiſhed them to be filled with; while he pleated not 
BY himſelf, but deared to“ pleaſe men in all things, not 
3 4 1 1 his own profit, but the Profit of many that 


2 might be ſaved.” 


iy hough the conſciouſneſs the apoſtle had with re- 
peat to the purity of his intentions, the nobleneſs of 
his aim, and the comfortable effects of his conduct up- 
on bimſelf, even in the midſt of labour and ſuffering, 
made him ſet his example before the Corinthians, ro 
ſeek one another's profit tor ſalvation ; yet doth he nor 
reſt the matter here. Intent upon their hearkening 8 
this divine and important exhortation, he tells them; 
that all the benevolence to others found with him was 
5 copied froin che infin.tely more per fect love of Jeſus 
8. -Chriſt to men: As I am of Chiitt ; * which therefore 
above all he lende then confider, i in order to prevail 5 
with them in 1: portant argument. 


This was a great topic of the ap ,oftle* s (as well A 


when he would perſuade Chriſtians to mutual kindneſs. 
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So wrote he to the Romans : We then that are ſtrong, 


bo ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to 


« pleale ourſelves. Let ey ery one of us leaſe his neigh- 


«« bour for his good to edification; even as Chriſt plea- 


« ſed not himfelt (@).” So addreſſeth he the Philip- 


1 pians: Look not every man on his own things, but 
„ every man alſo on the things of others. Let this 
mind be in you, which alſo was in Chriſt Jeſus (5). 
So alſo ſpoke Chriſt himſelf: « A new command- 
ment ! give unto you, That ye love one another; 


© « that as 1 have loved you, ye allo ſhould love « one an- 
„ other (e). „„ | 


And it is no wonder, when the apoſtle wanted to 


urge this great duty, this old and new command ; 
of love (4), that he ſhould chuſe this example of 225 
as the great and finiſhing motive to enforce it upon 
men; as his love for the welfare of others is in itſelf 
of ſuch infinite excellence, manifeſted too for their ſal- 
vation, and ſo exerted, as to become fit, in many re- 
ſpects, to be a pattern for them in their love to their 
brethren. His 
ample of love after his own, was like leading men from 


roducing the love of Chriſt as an ex- 


a ſingle ſtream to its true and unfathomable 6 
In 1 apoſtle we ſee all the love to others wherewith 


the heart of man can be filled: bur in Jeſus Chriſt we 
find the height and depth, the breadth and length of 
it which fills the heart of God. He is in this“ the | 
« expreſs 119 05 of the divine glory,” | even all the ful- } 
neſs of God. In the one, we lee a man lifted up to 
heaven in love; in the other, we ſee God deſcending — 
to earth to ſhew how it is in hcaven. Chriſtians are 
ſaid i in their tegeners tion to be © taught of God to love. „ 
2 one another (e) : : " which 1 18 not only, has by his 1 in- 5 


740 3 xv. 1 TE 5, 740 WES fl 7. 
8) hihip - in Le I Theſl. IV. 9. 
. 12. A775 ; & ii. 34 


arion 


1 


ſtruction they are Ad, by his authority command- 
ed, or by his grace powerfully influenced to it; but 
allured alſo thereto, as it is held forth to them in actual 
life by his own Son, to a pitch of fervour and extent in 
beauty and joy, which otherwiſe could never have en- 
tered into their minds to have conceived. And ſhall it 

: not be deciſive with all our hearts, and make us. willing 
to be captivated and transformed into the fame bleed | 
image? N 
From the beginning God os to be knw. In 
g the whole ane of his creation other attributes were 
conſpicuous, but love ſhone ſupreme and over all, in 
the condeſcenſions of cauſing every good and perfect 
gift to deſcend upon objects infinitely beneath, and 
no way neceſſary to his own glory or bleſſedneſs. 8 
But the condeſcenſions of love to objects beneath 

| God, and ſhewing bounty to them, were the heights of 
divine love then” known : nor could created thoughts, 
by any inveſtigation, have carried the kindneſs of the | 
love of God farther than in that train. 
That creatures who had been partakers of the lens: 
and bounty of God, but who had by tranſgreflion made 
_ themſelves the juſt objects of his indignation, both up- 
on account of his pure and ipotleſs nature, and the righ- 
teous threatenings of his boly and goud law given unto 
them ; that thele ſhould ever have become the objects 
of his tendereſt love, is a ſpecies. of kindneſs, which 
(however familiar to us, fince the divine revelation of it) 5 
could have entered into no hon. >hrs but God's own. 
The world, ſince God's fieſt gracious communing 
with man after bis tranſgreſſion, never was wholly with- 
out the intimation of this mercy ; and no wonder the 
knowledge in ſome degree ſhould be preſerved, where- 
ever the foot of man bath trod, as it hath been, both by 
tradition, and the ſymbol of permitted worſhip by ſacci- 
-- fice. And as, on this account, it is no {mall preſump- _ 
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eee 
tion in unbelievers, after man thus formerly. was in- 
ſtructed, and now by more expreſs revelation taught of 
the grace of God to ſinners, to affirm, that the tranſ- 
greſling creature could have diſcovered mercy in the of- 
fended Deity to him; ſo hath it been no inconſiderable 
error, in ſome late defenders of Chriſtianity, to have ad- 
mitted this. It is the more wonderful they ſhould have 
done ſo, that the revelation they profeſſed to believe and 
defend, 1o expreſsly declares the contrary, by alerting. 
_ every where, that from God's own grace and wiſdom 
alone, both the love, and the diſcovery of it, flows. 
From whence otherwiſe ſhould ſuch knowledge have 
come to man ? Not from his own. heart, where the 
conſtant action of conſcience, its higheſt power, in con- 
demning upon tranſgreſſion, forbids: the hope; not 


from the diſpenſation of the law he was originally un- 


| der, where every diſobedience | is threatened with the di- 
vine diſpleaſure nor, as God's humbling commentary 
upon it, from the outward. aſpect of things in our 


world, where vexation and diſappointment. prevail, 


death at laſt concluding the vain ſcene to all without 
exception. It is God alone who, by his own revelation 
of mercy, ſheds abroad cheerful lizhr over all our 
gloom, and raiſech man to hope. It is not only true, 
that man could have made no diſcovery of this mercy to. 
the tranſgreſſor, but we alſo find, after the diſcovery and 
the ſure foundations of it were laid in the death and re- 
ſurrection of our Lord, that it is expreſsly ſaid, the high- 
_ eſt ſpirits : above were inſtructed by the after events them- 


| ſelves, who were to be the objects of it, in the calling 


of the Gentiles to this grace. So certain is this propo- 
ſition, that God's thoughts and ways are ſo much his 
own, and ſo much above all in heaven and earth, that, 
until he is pleaſed to reveal them, they cannot be pene- 
trated into by any creature: That I ſhould preach 
among the Gentiles,” faith Paul, the unſearchable 

8 fo * riches 


1 


4 riches of Chriſt; and to make all men ſee, what is 


the fellowſhip of the myſtery which from the begin- 
ry ning of the world hath been HD in God, who created 
.*6a]l 88 by Jeſus Chriſt: to the intent that now 

<« unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places, 


the whole of the mercy of ſalvation, either to Jew or 
Gentile, is elſewhere exprefsly aſcribed. to himſelf: 


Not the wiſdom of this world, that comes to nought : 
but we ſpeak the wildom of God in a myſtery, e- 
ven the HibDEN wiſdom which God ordained before 
the world unto our glory: which none of the princes 
of this world (Gentile or Jew) knew. -— But God 


. 
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© hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit (5). _ 


This then 1s love, not only ! in the firſt way of conde- 


ſcenſion, but as God hath now diſ-. OVer=d it, in ſelf. de- 


nial for the ſalvation of many men. 80 daa God mani- 
| felted what never could have been found out by the 
creature, and ſo hath he commended | his love, above 
all. that formerly | In It was or! und for admiration and 
praiſe. In making known, in this w. ay his kindneſs, 
he reſtrained. his fighteouſneſs from { imiung the trant- 


greſſor himſelf with deſerved vengeance ; may: more, 


or ungodly men with-held not, but gave his Son to 
be a propitiation for them; nor ſpared him, though 
infinitely and only EX ELD þ from the bitterneſs f 
every death, nay not from the hidi ing of his o] 
fare, and the enduring all his v 'rath aga inſt OO 


fion. In love, the. juſt ſukered for the unjuſt, 


bring them to God. Is it any wander, this could 85 = 
called the my cry of God, an 0! his love? a goodneſs 
6 which eye had not ſeen, nor ear heard, and hat had 


8 Ls 1 Cor: 7 


1 


might be known by the church the manifold wiſdom 
of God, according to the eternal purpoſe which he 
« purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord (a) :” As indeed 
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< not entered into the heart of man to conceive. (a), 
| though, when made known, moſt to be admired, and 
God the author to be adored eternally upon account of it? 
The ſought-for * of this love are the loweſt of 
jon; the moſt ignorant and inſenſi- 


ble to all the things of God, and of their own deep: 
Concerns with him; leaſt of all thinking of ſuenn 


mercy; the greateſt and moſt aggravated tranſgreſſors, 5 
as unable to deliver themſelves as unworthy to be 
ſaved by ſuch kindneſs. Al nations of men, without 
exception, lying under groſs darkneſs, idolatries, and 
fins, are called to be partakers of it, and all its fruits. 
| Nay, of ſuch boundleſs comprehenſion 1 is it, that after 


a thouſand neglects and indignitics when revealed, up- 


on returning it promiſeth forgiveneſs : it is long- ſuf- 
fering and ſalvation, in every reſpect, to the utter- 
moſt. Such are the heights, the depths, and unſearch- 
able riches of this lelf- denying love to many men, ſeck- ; 
ing their ſalvation, | | E 
But this very love of the F ather for = A0 of 5 
many men, is the love of the Son; he is „ the Son of 
„the Father in this love (5).” "Whew the veil of his 


humiliation! is ſeen through, a glory is beheld, even 


<« the glory of the only begotten Son of God, full of 
<«. grace and truth . 


At preſent, we can by no means enter upon a de- 
ſcription of the ſpirit of the love of Chriſt, or into a par- 
ticular detail (even as we poorly might) of the many in- 
ſtances of it, while, in his feli- denials, he ſought 
our profit, that we might be ſaved.” Theſe ought. 
to be the ſtudy of our nights and days; with us ſhould 
they be, when we lie down, and when we riſe up, that 
thereby we may be more and more excited to cleave 
unto him, with purpoſe of! heart, in every view, for our 


1 Cor: li. 6 ohn i. 4 
(6) 2 John = | iſ 8 4. 


Lalvation; 


18 81 } 


falyation ; and that the fame ſpirit of love dwelling in 
us as did in him, may become a living law within us, 
to ſtir us up, not to ſeek our own only, but every man 


his neighbour” s wealth, eſpecially that they ay be ſa- 


ved. For this end we ought olten to think, how by 


day he ipoke his gracious words of falvation, and by 
night watched unto prayer for us; how he had pa- 


| tience, and how he forgave ; how he continued to 00 a- 
bout doing good, while our evil brethren allowed "him 5 
life in our world; and how at laſt, after every contradic- 
tion of ſinners againſt himſelf, and the ſalvation he 
5 brought us, he ſhewed his greateſt love, in not with-hold- 
ing his precious life, but willingly ſubmitting to its 
"2: being taken away, under the heavieſt. accuſations of--- 
| blaſphemy, and being an enemy to his beloved Father's 
worſhip and glory, and that too under all the ignominy 
and pain the holy law directed againſt ſuch heaven-da- 
ring crimes; that we the really guilty might eſcape 
our well-deſerved ſhame and wrath, and be policfled of 


pardon and life eternal. 


If then we were led o admire the dis ntereſtedneſs 
and ſelf- denial, the zeal, courage, patience, and ſted- 


faſtneſs unto death, of the love of the apoſtle, imitating 


the benevolence of Chriſt to others; what ſhall we kay 
of the divine original itſelf, from which he copied, and 


to which he would lead the Corinthians and us for the 


pertect pattern of love? Soon indeed may we diſcern the 
infinite ſupe11ority of the malter, to him who was raught 2 


by him, however ſucceſstully, in this divine temper, 


Paul's love had no ſuch height to deſc. nd from, nor 
ſuch fulneſs to be emptied of, to embrace its objects: they Z 
were his brethren. He had no fuch law to obey, nor 
ſuch circumſtances 1 in death to endure as Chriſt. Nor, 
on the other hand, had Jeſus ſuch favours to be grate- 
ful for, to cauſę him ſtoop to mortifjcation, no ſuch in- 
frmities to be humbled under, nor ſuch deſerved #rath 
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to be thankful for the eſcape from, in the ſervice of hls - 
deliverer, nor ſuch an unmerited heaven to ſtruggle 
for, while he felt the neceſſity of a command to preach 
the everlaſting goſpel for ſalvation, by a wo to him, if 
he did it not. The ſelf denials of our Lor®Ps love for 
| ſouls are juſtly deſcribed, when it is ſaid,“ That though 
he was rich, yet for our ſakes he became poor, that 
« we through his poverty might be rich (4). 


= Yet Paul came nigheſt him of all men in ſeeking the — 


ſualvation of many, chat they might be ſaved; and, in or- 


er thereto, in deſir ing to have 4 * fellowſhip with him 


* in his ſufferings, and a conformity with him in his 

«6 death (5).” But the difference ſtill between them i 1s 
: as iniinice is. to finite, in all the condeſcenſions, the 
= tenderneſs, the endurings, the patience, and the dues 
ol their ſeveral loves to men, 
From being 1 in the form of God, to the becoming a 
perſon, and aſſuming a character of no reputation (©), 


was the aſtoniſhing lelt. denial of Chriſt's love to ſave 


us. From being Lord and Lawgiver in heaven, receiving 1 


praiſes from the thouſands there, the holy One in the 
midſt of them, filling all things, giving life and 
bleſſing to all, and cauſing all things to conſiſt; to his 
being made under ſuch a law as The crols, holding con- 
verfation with ſinners, and hated int: rcourſe with wWic- 
 ked ſpirits in his temptation; to his being mitten, ſpit f 


upon, and 2 Way abuſe d, fort{; AKC by friends, not 5 


having a hole . lay his head, n. imbered amongſt tranſ- 
er . and, ter every inc onity anc | potible ſtep of 
humiliation, to ws yiel Idi 72 life itſelf, and giving g up the 


ghoſt, by cooſent of he: 


. or men: theſe. are {| rains of be nevolence and 
good. will to CI for their lala 


(a) 2 Cor. \ viii on (c/ Pha \, p. ii. ; DER 
(6) Phil, 11), 16. | ol | 


_ ceived - 


2 4 1d CUE, and hell. „ 


never before con- 


E 


ceived or heard of; nay more, when now again ex- 


alted to glory and joy inexprellible, he ſtill deigns, in 
the midſt of all, to be touched with his peoples s infir- 


mities, in all their afflictions to be afflicted; ſending his 


Holy Spirit! into their hearts, numbering the hairs of their 


head, caring for all, even the leaſt of them, over-ru- 


ling all things for their good, and every way prepa- 
reth them, as veſſels of mercy, for gory, What 
can we fay unto ſuch love, but tha it it is the love of 
God? The friendſhips on earth, the love of Paul, the 


love of angels, can have no place in compariſon here: 


if they are "allowed. to be diſtant imitations, to be ſna- 
dows to this Iniinite kindneſs, they are highly honour- : 


ed... 


withſtanding the greateſt prov ocations from the loved ob- 


ject; and not being diſcouraged under the moſt aſto- 


niſhing perſonal indignities, until all the blefled pur- 


poſes of kindnels are accompliſhed, make the praiſes of 

love perfect; then is the love of Chiiſt, in ſceking not 
his own, but our profit to ſalvation, abſolutely com- 
| plete. He hath with-held nothing from us. which Di- 
8 880 can beſtow, nor Can any thing | be add d to IF is 


: grace * 


let his religion be conſidered in what view ove pleaſeth, there is al- 


ways evidence for its truth; like a ſubſtance of perfect form, let it be | 


thrown which way you will, 1t will ever turn up right; as from other 
views, ſo thus, for example, from this ſhort repreſentation of the 


principles and conduct of Jeſus Chriſt in redeeming us, v. e are led to 
_obſerve, that the very idea of this plan proves its divinity. Men of 
true bros ledge and taſte in any art or ſcience, ks, Ov. the hand Of a 


1 2 m. alter, 
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For if the 1 of the object ſhews the "IE So of 
- love, as the greatneſs of it diſplays the magnificence of 
power; if unworthineſs by ſin declares che freedom 
and diſintereſtedneſs of the divine lover in his kindneſs; 
if exalting to high and eternal honours and joys diſco- 
Vers the riches of the bounty; if zeal to the end not- 
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And are theſe things fo indeed ? Is it a fact that the 
Divine Being is of this nature, the God of this love; 
and hath the Son of this God of love been in our 

) world 


maſter, in any work belonging to it; they at once perceive a con- 
hitency, a perfection, a ſuperiority of deſign, and an eaſe in execu- 


tion, which ſtand with them, inſtead of many proofs, with regard W 5 


Eo ce td ( ĩ Tr wages 
It is thus, ſpiritual men diſcern a plan in Chriſtianity, as taught _ 
and perfected by Jeius Chriſt, in its internal frame, ſuch as is worthy | 
of God, and which'muſt, and would only come from him. Its grand 
intention is evidently to diſplay the purity, the righteouſneſs, and the 
love of the moſt high God, to an infinite degree; in doing ſo, connect- 
ing happinels inſeparably with holineſs, miſery with fin. In theſe, as 
well as in the whole manner of producing the diſcoveries, they obſerve _ 
an unity of intention, and conſiſtency carried through all. Along with 
this they take notice, that a juſt proportion is obſerved in all its 
Parts; of offence with threatening, of obedience with promiſe. And 


again, in that reconciliation, which is the ſoul and centre of the whole 


from the beginning, they ſee the firſt declared indignation againſt fin, 
highly kept up, and its moſt dreadful malignity more diſplayed than 
ever; while the reward of ſpotleſs ſelf-denied obedience, in the perſo- 


nal honour and joy beſtowed upon the Redeemer, ſhews love to ho. 


 lineſs to a ſupreme degree. Theſe high proportions are ſtill preſerved 


in the winding all up in a final judgment, where an adequate retri- | 


bution is to be ſettled, in an enduring happineſs or miſery to the diffe. 

reut characters of thoſe, who either ſubmitted to the holineſs, righ- 
teouſneſs, and mercy of the plan, or to ſuch as, with aggravated guilt, 
rejected it. A connection lo they mark in the whole from age to age, 
from di;penfation to diſpenſation, evidently relating to the fulfilment 
at Jaſt of the great deſign ; not only a connection indeed, but a nice 
dependence of one part upon another. Take away its law, or its 
_ thre-tening, no propitiation due; take away the propitiation, no ſpi- 
rit (its proper purchaſe) to renew from ſo deep a death, no heaven 
to below juſtly for reward. Again, remove the law, no ground of 
| conviction to produce repentance. Take away the grace and mercy, 
then no inducement nor encouragement to it. Accompanying all, 
a wiſdom and power proportioned to the grand effects is diſcerned ; 

thereby the moſt prudent counſels of adverſaries oppoling theſe deſigns, 
are always brought to nought ; and the means, often outwardly weak, 
diſproportioned, nay teemingly contradictory, are, on its fide, again 
cover ruled, to produce unerringly its intentions of private ſalvation _ 
or univerſal propagation. As an underworking, for the uſe and ſuit- 
ed to the low ſtate of mankind, for whoſe unſpeakable benefit this 
ſcheme in the firſt place is intended, prophecies and ſigns go before, 


and . any proper and ſignificant miracles attend its appearance. Out- 


ward circumſtances too are found to create attention, in alarming 
3 e judgments 


T8 T 
Sill diſplaying it, ind diſplaying it for « our fakes 2. 


is the veil of his humiliation now removed, and, by his 
reſurrection. from the dead, is the whole glory unfold- 


ed? 35 


judgments upon the oppoſers 3 : and in no leſs 6 friking deliverances and e 
favour to the people of its faith, unleſs when their afflictions are ne- 

ceſſary, and more valuable in the view of advancing it in the world, 
to be doubly recompenſed hereafter, cauſing the ſufferers themſclves 

to triumph in them: all concluding with a ſolemnity perfectly agree- _ 

able to the greatneſs of the whole, in a reſurrection of our bodies from 
the dead, in our becoming again complete, and a glorious iſſue in an 


awful judgment; in the whole of it ſtanding connected with other 


Worlds, and at laſt uniting all in a fate of abſolute perfection without 
© ſpot, and without end. This illuſtration might be far extended. _ 
lere then is certainly a plan great, new, extenſive, ſurpriſing, con- 
| ſtent, connected, and proportioned ; every circumſtance well adjuſted, 
and in exact dependence one upon another; conducted by wiſdom, 


ſupported by power, and all correſponding with facts ſuited to the 


deſign intended; facts in themſelves extraordinary, generally unexpect- 

ed, not feldom deemed impoſlible, yet ever ſure; and otherwiſe than 

to anſwer theſe purpoſes, inexplicable under the divine government; 
all iſſuing in a ſtate of things like unto, and the proper perfection of 
what went before; in no part contradictory to itſelf, nor any one 
part or appearance of it to another; a foundation fi tor the ſuper- 55 


ſtructure, a ſuperſtructure becoming the foundation. 


Vet all this declared by men choſen by Jeſus Chritt to be the heralds | 
of this doctrine, after, as he foretold to them, he ſhould be crucified, and 
riſe again; and who actually, after theſe events, performed this office. 
But how were they choſen by him ? Not after long and previous ac- 


Auaintance and trial, but ſeemingly in the molt random way imagina- 


ble; ſome of them evidently at firſt fight; without any connection a- 
8 mongft themſelves ; nay often diſagreeing and offended with one ano- 

ther; without education to any knowledge directly proper, or which | 
could even be ſubſervient to ſuch a purpoſe ; extremely flow to learn 
auy new doctrine, and particularly averſe to the ſpirit and peculiarities 

of this: ſo that when Chriſt was ſeparated from them, they were cer- 
tainly ignorant, and under deep prejudices againſt it, unfit to teſti- 


fy any thing that related to it, but the mere facts they had been wit- 
neſſes to; but which could be of no uſe to explain the doctrine, until, 
by after inſtruction, they were taught to apply them to it. 


Tue only one of learning or compals of previous knowledge 3 - 
| them, was the apoſtle Paul: bur then it is remarkable the ſcheme was 
declared, the doctrine of it preached, and the effects with regard to 
the converſion of thouſands to it produced, before he was called to be 
an apoſtle, as if ſo contrived, leſt it ever ſhould have been an objec- 
tion, chat ſuch an one Lars Þ the tes BARE was — of ng, it. 


Belides, 1 
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ET ? and. are we rt, not only to be faved by theſe 
: compaſſions, but to reſemble the divine lover 1 in an ho- 
nourable imitation, by our love to one another? 
the argument with man was always ſtrong for love: 
being all of one blood, who ever ſhould have hated 5 
his own fleſh who not nouriſh and cheriſh it ? But ſince 
Chriſt hath become bone of our bone, and fleſh of our 
af feſh, and nouriſhed and cheriſhed a church amongſt us, 


: who 5 


Beſides, he had ene arte commiſſion from the reſt ſeldom 
ſaw, or was employed with them 8 
No, if jeſus Chriſt, by this ſeemingly random chojee of diſci- | 
ples, had a diſcerning of ſpirits, and therefore miſſed not his aim; 
this ends the queſtion in favour of Chriſtianity, as it ſhews a ſu- 
pernatural direction, and that, as he ſaid, he had communication 
with God whom he called his heavenly Father. But if this is deni- 
ed, and the argument taken up on the oppoſite footing, it will be no 
Tels miraculous, that ſo many men, ſo choſen, ſhould have deviſed. 
and concurred in a ſcheme of truth, ſo ſublime, ſo conſiſtent, ſo ad- 
| apted to other appearances in the world, and iſſuing io Wondertully 
to the honour of right: couſneſs, and glory of thoje who love it. Differ 
in what they would, in this to the laſt they wore uniform and. ur divi- 
ded. We ſuppoſe no parallel in any reſpec can be pred uced to this in 
any ſcheme of doctrine or truth throughout all the ages of the world, 
_ affording no ſmall 3 to this counſel and work's be- 
ing from God,“ Acts v 
What have mankind, te all thewe wildom and ohilofophy, produ- 


ced without revelation, that can ſtand any compariſon with this ſcheme __- 


for the univerſe and for man, for time or eternity? "The fancy of 


man hath never been idle in theſe matters. But can the ancient 
_ ſchools of wiidom be better deſcribed, than in the words of this a- 


poſtle, the «© oppoſitions of ſcience ?” And fince Chriftianity hath 
appeared, and its unbelievers have had fo many evidert adyan- 
tages from it, to enlighten and adjuſt their notions, what is the fruit? 
hut meaſuring back our ſteps to darkneſs, to the moſt comfortlel 
__ darkneſs, of © a world without particular providence governing it, 


„ andof ſouls now exiſting, but without hope of their continuance. 


« in an after ſtate of being.” Dark, dark 1 200 one ſhudders at 
the dreary gloom, Of late, ſuch ſchemes of the moral government of 
God, and the foundations of morality amongſt men, apart from, and 
inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity, have abounded; which in private whi- 
ſper to the irreligious and unwary have appeared ſpecious; but when 
brought to light, Chriſtians need only ſtand by, and fee their ſeveral 
authors and abettors overturn cone another for their ſeveral inconſiſten- 
. cies and abſurdities. For to them all ry" well be applied, what a fine 
poet bath ſung concerning one particular branch of modern ſcience. 


Thea 


e 5 
who would not be like him, and love men, that they may 
become partakers of his ſalvation? Who can reject the pro- 
poſition, That it is good to be like God? * Againſt this 
ec there can be no law.” Who is he that can produce a 
reaſon againſt it? Who would not be like God? like God 

in all che glories of his love, now diſplayed in perfect _ 
beauty, by Jeſus Chriſt, in his ſelf-denials for our falva- 
tion? If he hath fo loved man, ſhall not men love one 
another? Was love fo great a part of the divine image 
| wherein at firſt we were ae was this loſt by tranſ- 
greſſion, when guilty ſelfiſhneſs, with its evil train, 
took place in our hearts? would the tender mercies of 
God, by his loving Son, now reſtore us to a bleſſed re- 
ſemblance of him? are all men again ſet before us for the 
compaſſions, and new objects by g grace raiſed up, for 
the complacencies and all rhe ſympachics of our love ? 
are the deepeſt concerns of others preſented to us, for 
its full exertion? have we, in this bleſſed purſuit, op- 
: portunities of raiſing our ſouls to the higheſt elevation in 
kindneſs, as well as of dilating them to the wideſt di- 
menſions, in defirin o and rejoicing in the good of multi- 
. tudes, who may be faved 2 Os ET 
In Jeſus Chriſt we have beheld this heavenly love 
perfected, as in doctrine and redemption, ſo in actual 
: lite as a pattern amongſt us. And in the apoſtle ON us | 


Then with 1 imac! va fovereiguty, 
Lord of his new k vpoth 15, ene, 
- Hereigns! how Jos g? till is me uſl irper riſe; > 


And he, too, mz!" 5 thous Ai 878 nm ust) wiſe, 
Studies nev/ lines, Ar. 3 other“ irCl<s leigus. | 


Fi "OM t! 118 Lf r toil, Again, Waldt K! 
10 Juſt pe rh. aps 2 28 Niu 8 4. - lb WS, e 
That ail his predecefor's rules 
Were empty cant, all j jargon of the ſchools, 
That he on Vother's ruin rea Irs ; her t hrone, 
And ſhov/s hi. friend” s Miſtake; anc tl hence confirms * own. 
Bleſs Chrillianity ! 6 nich in its truth is like its author, the ſame to- 
4 yeſterday, and for ever; whi ch a immoveable amidſt the 
ſhocks and attacks of many adverta; ries, avpearing, by every new aſ- 
YH lault, mere and more beautify ll, and more aud! more impregnable. 
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Gentiles we have ſeen, how dutifully under the influence 
of many obligations, and how ſucceſsfully, by rin 
grace, men may copy after it. = 
| Not that we are called to the ſelf. ſame actions and 
expreſſions of this benevolence to others, as Chriſt and 
his apoſtle; but to the ſame ſpirit of love that reigned 
in them, to be ſhewn by ſuch methods as God gives us 
opportunities and talents for, to advance the ſame bleſſ. 
| ed ends of good to others, which they purſued ; even 
as the apoſtle and Chriſt himſelf, at different times, 
5 performed diſtinct acts of the ſame love. God hath 
ſo knit his world, his church, and people together, that, 
by various kind offices, all may breathe the ſame ſpirit, 
and all promote the ſame excellent ends of mutual ad- 
vantage and comfort. This paſſeth through all the 
works of God, the chain and every link of it is won- 
derful; and from height to depth, one part of it 


can be iuſtrated by another, in beautiful analogy. So 


 writeth the apoſtle : „For as the body 1 is one, and hath 

many members, and all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one body; ſo alſo is Chriſt. 

For by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body, 
* whether we be Jews or Gentiles, bond or free; and 
have been all made to drink into one Spirit (a) : So 


that © he that is joined unto the Lord, is one ſpirit ( 50 * 
hath the ſame ſpirit of love every way to men, ien 
was in him, for their good in all reſpects, and chiefly 
for their ſalvation. And it 1s 1n deep wiſdom kindly 
| contrived, that the loweſt member of Chriſt can thus ex- 
erciſe his ſpirit and love. Who, for example, cannot 


breathe out his foul to God in affectionate concern for 


Zion's proſperity, by prayer that her citizens may 
flouriſh like graſs upon earth? Who may not, in the 
ſympathies of love, remember tem that are in bonds, 


as bound with them; and them which ferffer adverſity, 


W_ „ be 1 Cor. N. 


as 


N 


E 


as being yet in the body! ? Who may not in kindnefs ex- 
hort his neighbour, while it is called to-day ? who not 
walk as the ſons of God in the world, holding forth the 
word of life, and by many ways edify thoſe around 
him? Nay, who may not give his mite, when that is 
called for, to ſuſtain his Lord's poor in the world, or to 
ſend the knowledge of ſalvation to the ends of the 
earth ? To theſe and other ſuch evidences of divine 
love in the members of Chriſt, there is the higheſt encou · 
ragement in the goſpel; as the reward of the la Hours of 
this love 1s hereafter to be, not according to the actual 
ability, but to the degree of kindneſs that excited the 
exertion, however ſmall. And this naturally leads us, 


"Iv. To apply this fab; ect to the particular Oe . 
of e our being aſſembled here at this time; and therefore 
to recommend to your liberality, thoſe objects which the 
worthy 5 8880 for propagating Chriſtian knowledge with 

us have taken under thi ir care. 

That in this method we ma iy ſh ew, we «fee I; not our: 

con prot, but the profit of others, that they may be 

« faved;” is Obvious, AS fro: m other cont! derati ons, ſo 
from the words of the apoſtle, in Rom. Xii. 6. where 

ſeveral offices of Chriltias love are reckoned up; and 


it is ſaid, „Having then gifts, differing according 


— or miniſtry ; * —and-it is added, ver. 8. He 
- that giveth, with ſimplicity ; ; he that ſheweth mercy 


„ with nee fenen; _ plat nly « declaring, that as 3 
in the church might edify their brethren by che mi- 
niſtry, others by miraculous gilts, and all by ſome 
ſympathiſing act of kindneſs, as the ſeveral members 


of our bodies in their different functions are ſervice- 


able to the whole; ſo upon thoſe who are poſſeſſed 
of this world's goods, lieth an obligation, with fingle- 


neſs and chee -iulneſs of ſpirit, to give of their earthly 


M . ſubſtance, 
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ſubſtance, when it is in providence called for, either to 
ſupport the poor brethren of Chriſt, or otherwiſe to 
promote his intereſt in the world, and thereby ſhow 
their love to him, and to his redeemed, as Chriſt 
himſelf manifeſted his love, when rich, in becoming 
poor for them; or as the apoſtle did his, in labours = 


and ſufferings; or while he employed his gift of many _ 


tongues, to preach the unſearchable riches of Chriſt for 


_ ſalvation to the whole world. 


And in entering upon the addreſs we Fave: now in 
—_ charge to make you, for the good work of ſupporting, 
by part of your worldly ſubſtance, thoſe objects we are 


d ſet before your Chriſtian compaſſion, ſuffer me to call 
upon you to obſerve, that as thoſe who ſtand miniſtering 
unto you in this place for ſalvation, have often cauſe to be 


| aſtoniſhed, while they reflect, that inſtead of being only 


employed as the mouth of men to God, humbly and ar- 


dently beſeeching him to be reconciled to them; they 


= ſhould be called to reverſe the action, and in God's - 


name, as if his were the loſs to be delivered from, and 
| theirs the favour to beſtow, to intreat men, in the moſt 


anxious manner, for Chriſt's ſake to be reconciled to 


-- him, The ſcene, if in the ſlighteſt manner adverted - 
to, is confounding to the ſoul, in reſpect to the conde- 


ſcenſion of God, the grace of Chriſt, and the inſenſibi- 


lity, the ſpiritual ſleep, the death of men. The like ſur- 


priſe upon ſuch an occaſion as this may ſeize us, when 


we conſider, that he whoſe” (according to ver. 26. of 


our context) © is the earth, and the fulneſs thereof,“ 


Le and whoſe 1s all the ſubſtance we poſſeſs, ſhould appear, 


in the matter of our bounty, changing place with us, 
and inſtead of ſovereignly commanding to employ © his 


„gold and his ſilver“ as he pleaſerh, ſhould be found 


| declaring, that what we give, is lent to him, which he 


will repay 3 nay ſupplicating our mites to ſupply his 71 
needy ones, or to fulfil his other purpoſes on the earth, 


a 


T or 3 


as if he had no other way in the power of his all-uſ- D 
ciency, to anſwer theſe ends; and under aſſurance too, 
that whatſoever is fo done, he will reckon as done to 
himſelf, and now and hereafter, for our poor gifts, will 
beſtow the joy and the reward; as if the thoughts, the 
means, and the works of the e had not been all 


his own, but ours. 


But ſeeing ſuch are the ways of God with men, we 
1 proceed to ſet before you two objeRs which our Chriſtian 
ſociety have under their care, and for which they by us 


ſolicit your beneficence. 


5555 firſt 1 is one long and well 0 in Scotland, | 
_ and which we may call a child truly heavenly, formed 
in the minds of ſome Honourable and Chriſtian men of 
this country and place, in the beginning of this century; 
in its early days nurſed by a Queen “; thereafter che- 
riſhed and reared up to vigour by the royal and conti- 
nued bounty of our good princes +; and now in hope of 5 
being ripened to farther maturity, under the kind in- 


5 fluence of our preſent moſt gracious ſovereign : 


. Conſiderable too hath been its nouriſhment, Roms . 
the donations of private Chriſtians at home, and in 
other countries, as well as by the charities collected 

through the church in general, and in theſe annual aſ- 


ſemblies. We acknowledge the cry ſtill is, © Give, 


„ oive;” yet not as the daughters of the horſe-leech, 
to devour and to deſtroy; but to have wherewithal to 
diſtribute, and to perform thoſe ſacrifices wherewith God 5 


is well pleaſed. 


There are general g good topics which may be 1180 to 
promote all charities, "and there are motives peculiar to 
each. That to which we now exho't you, © the Lg : 


« of the charity- ſchool: i in our highiands and iſlands,“ 


* Q. Anne' s firſt patent 1708. 
+ The roy bounty of 1000. yearly. 


t Clauſes in favour of new exeQions, Kc. in che 41 for annexing — — 


M 2 alfordeth 


che for feited eillates, c. 
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deck many. 8 different arguments this hath for 
merly been preſſed with sten 3 theſe which at pre- 
ſent occur to move your kindneſs, recelve tavourably a as 
follows, „„ 7 5 
The objects are our own; 6d oe Lord kimfelf 5 
though he came in his love to fave all nations, yet was 
not inſenſible to this conſideration, FED be laid, © * 
came to my own. 2 5 e 
Their language and country makes they in a great 
meaſure otherwiſe inacceſſible to us or to our kindr es, 
than by this method. Relief to their neceſlities in cheir 
beſt intereſts, inſtruction for life eternal, muſt thus be 
ſent them; but“ Pore and undefiled religiof 
„ yiſir the deſolate.” _ 
They are children, and children of parents who have 
neither acceſs nor power but by thele means to have 
them inſtructed, and in this view may. be conſidered as 
fatherleſs. Now, « children area deep article in the cove- 
nant of our mercy. The Lord himſelf ſaid with great te 25 
derneſs, © Suffer them to come to me.” And the 66 Fa a- 
dd ther of the fatherleſs” 15 one of the moſt endearing ti 
tles of the God of love whom we are called to reſemble, 


It is not merely a temporary benefit that is intended, 


is to 


but one to be tranſmitted to future ages, which greatly | 
_ increaſeth its importance. We attempt in this, accor- 


ding to the law to Iricl, 4 to make known che teſti- 
| “ mony of God to children, that the gencration to 
„ come might know i,” the chic ren which ſhould be 


8 5 dren; that Li, CV alt J might ſet h ELL hope ren 884d (a). 2 
| E. 


This CO! 11 deration Caule [17 1 the prof it of thoutands, and | 


thouſands yet unborn, who ſhall. reap this benefit, to 


rue in pleaſant 50 {pct let. *FOre thoie 2 W. 10 be elow it. 23 
Nor let former diſcouragements ſlacken the hand 
| in this good work. There hach always been ſuch in 


| (a) Plal. Ixxviii. "IS a — oy 


the 


born; who” ſhould ariſe an d declare it to their chil- 


n+ 


the beſt works) in 1 the world. When God's beſt 3 
ſelf is caſt forth, with liberal hand, in the world's field; 


while ſome take good root, others fall on\the way-ſide, 


and others are choked ; yet is not the loſs to the ſower. 


God will give them their full wages: their own ſhare of : 


the harveſt ſhall be plenteous. a 


When this ſociety firſt took its riſe, amoneſt others, 
one mighty diſcouragement lay in the way, making it 


doubtful if ever the def red ends could be fully attained. 


The earthly ſuperiors of the objects of this charity held 
them in ſlaviſh dependence. Ancient and rivetted cu- 


ſtom, made ſtrong too by legal tenures, ſo rendered 


the maſters © lords of their good and evil,“ as put it in 


their power at once to deſtroy (by carrying the poor 


vaſſals where they would) all the fruits of the kind pains 
taken upon them. Nor, on the parts even of the 
{haves themſelves, was this evil leſſened, by the unfor- 
tunate, but inveterate prejudices, they had in favour of 
this their miſerable bondage: So very low can the boaſt- 
ed dignity of human nature be brought ! Bur the love 
which formed the great and good delign, was of that 
kind which “ belevech all th ings, and hopeth all 
< things;“ and prevatlc 2d; Under all theſe difadyantages, 
and in theſe piecarious circumſtances, © to caſt the 
«© bread upon the waters, and not to with-hold the 
& hand, ” ſeeking their profit, that they might be ſaved. 
To ſuch nobleneſs and generoſity of Hick doth real 


Chriſtianity raiſe men 


And indeed twice hath the u: 1h ꝛappy influence we. 


| have mentioned carr; = ſome of thoſe for whom theſe. 
means of divine inſtruc tion were 1 


to attempts, 
Which, had they proved ſucceſsf al, mul K* have ruined 
both themſelves ard us.“ 


eat 


But of many, ſurely, who followed their matters in 
che ſe evil enterpriſes, it might be ſaid, as of thoſe who 
were called to follow Avſaiom, in his rebellion againſt 


rhe edt) T9 


E 


his kar, - ” They went in their ſimplicity, and knew 

* not any thing.” And as ſince that time we have ſeen 
that all of them, without exception, can be employed 
with honour and advantage in better ſervice; ſo, even 
in the midſt of the danger from them, the argument 
was fair, There is the greater reaſon for inſtructing 
„ them.” But now, in great happineſs to them and us, 
their laſt attempt hath been over. ruled, to the knocking : 

off their dreadful fetters to their ancient lords. They, 


with us, are now free. T hey hear the voice, and taſte 


the ſweets and advantages of liberty. Acceſs to their 


5 1 inſtruction is, by many circumſtances, rendered more 
caſy; and they who beſtow this way, have ſurer proſpects 
5 of the good ends intended, being anſwered amongſt them. 


1 2 inally, with regard to this part of the ſubject, ler it 
never be out of view, that the grand aim, in all this 
e is, that they ſhould be ſaved.” Other laudable 
deſigns have of late been forwarded for their outward 
5 benefit; may they ſucceed *, and, as is intended, prove 
ſubſervient to promote their beſt intereſts: for Chri- 
ſtians will ever ſay to one another, We wiſh above 


all things, that thou mayſt proſper, — even as thy _ 


| « foul proſpereth (8). Without this laſt indeed, in their 
4 eyes, who have themſelves believed for life eternal, 
(though they are the laſt of mankind who can be 1 
veſted of compaſſion of any ſort, yet) the reſt are ſcarce- 
ly worth a wiſh. With it, to every agreeable circumſtance. 
| of other kinds of proſperity, their hearts beat warm. 


= And if, in our highlands and iſlands, the happy fruitof © 5 
„ then inſtructions ſhall prove ſalvation, the Chriſtian be- 


nefadtors will be filled with true far tisf action; when, in 
every and in the beſt ſenſe, they are made to know, that 
* our wildernefs and ſolitary places are become glad; 
e that our deſerts are rejoicing, and b. lolloming as the : 

& roſe; that t the cyes of the blind are there opened, 
Second charter. 5 45 3 Jeb . 


c the 


558 3 


0 the ears of the deaf unſtopped, and the tongue of 
« the ſtammerer, and the dumb ſinging; when in our 
« wilderneſs waters are breaking out, and ſtreams in 

* gur deſett; when no lion is found there, nor any ra- 

„ venous beaſt, but the redeemed of the Lord . 


Bs there (a).“ = i 
80 much concerning ; the —— of 1 your liberality this =_ 
© 72, There is ed not more intereſting indeed; for, Mi 
as hath been faid, theſe are „our own;” but, in another 1 5 
view, more important, as valtly more extended, we ; 


would next recommend to your kindneſs, and towards 


which this ſociety at all times is ready to receive your —_—_— 
beneficence, with thankfulneſs to God and Mu. 
It hath been above obſerved, that ſelfiſhneſs ever nar- TL by. 
rows in its wayward courſe ; but benevolence, ready for 
every g good work, always ſeeks, and ſeldom but 32 _ 
5 a larger ſphere and compaſs, for its kind acts. 
The « good vine” (we have now ſpoke of) 4 plant- . 1 


«ed amongſt ourſelves, having taken deep root, ang 
« filled our land, having covered our hills with her Si 
« ſhadow, hath alſo ſent out her boughs into the lea, wy 


. « and her branches to diſtant rivers (. | | 
„Fot after this good ſociety, as was natural and juſt, © 1 
= had ſettled the means of divine inſtruction, in the re- =" 
mote parts of our own country, a voice was heard from 1 
afar laying, £6 Help us.” Nor was a deaf uncompaſ- 7 
ſionate ear lent to the cry. | This ſociety were not to be 
| inſtructed, that the Father of their Lord had declared 5 


as his decree, „ the Heathen ſhould be given him for 

-". 66 his inheritance, and the uttermoſt ends of the earth for 
his poſſeſſion (c); 5 nor that their Lord himſelf, in the 
. days of his miniſtry upon earth, had alſo ſaid in prophe- 
my © that © this golpel of the Banden ſhall be Pee 
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ce jn all the world er: 2 witneſs unto all nations; and thei : 
« ſhall the end come (a) :” and they were, by their own 
obligations to mercy, debtors to ſeek the profit of many, 
5 however i in every ſenſe afar off, that they might be ſaved. 
Accordingly millionaries from this ſociety have been 
ſupported among the wildeſt Indians in America, and 
though not always, (for reaſons now in a good meaſure 
5 removed), yet ſometimes have laboured, with remark- _ 


able ſucceſs, as is to be learned trom Mr Brainerd's „„ 


other journals. | 
© This harveſt is now become far more e plenteous, and 
more labourers are called for. The divine bleſſing upon 
his Majeſty” s arms, and the happy fruit, in.the eſtabliſh- 


ment of peace, make us like men that dream, while 


we think on the ſecurity of our colonies in America, the 


reſt of our churches there, and the valt extent of domi- 
nion, both in reſpect | of territory, and the multitude of : 
Heathen tribes, now acquired to us. 5 
But ſhall national power and ory; and the increaſe : 


of periſhing wealth, (ſo often deſtructive to its poſſeſ- 85 


ſors), be all the fruit? Forbid i it Lord! Worldly and 
political men may carry their views no farther; but 
real Chriſtians will be attentive to other objects upon 


this great event. They will reme: mber what God hath _ 


ſpoken, in unfailing prophecy, concerning his Zion: 
Lift up thine eyes ; round about, and behold : all theſe. 


“ gather themſelves together, and come to thee: as 1 


7 * live, faith the Lord, thou ſhalt ſurely clothe thee N 


them all, 28 with an ornament, and bind them on 
<« thee as a bride doth (J). - And again, «c Sing, O bar- . 


fen, thou that didſt not bear; break forth into ſing- 


ing, and cry aloud, thou that didſt not travail with 
child: for more are the children of the deſolate, than 
#6 the children of the mar; ied wife, faith the Lord. En- 


large the place of thy tent, and let them ſtretch forth 
© Matth. XXIV. 14. ) If, xlix. 18. 


„ the 


1 


00 che curtains of chy habitations: ſpare not, lengthen 


thy cords, and ſtrengthen thy ſtakes. For thou ſhalt 


break forth on the right hand, and on the left (a).“ 
As after the King of Zion (having aſcended in triumph 


over all his enemies) was reigning 1n all his glory, it 


1s declared, The Kingdoms of this world are become 


"the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chr, ſt, and he 


„ ſhall reign for ever and ever (b).” 


At ſuch a time as this, then, in comparing the words 5 
and the ways of God together, Chriſtians will be led to 


deep thoughts of heart, about the accompliſhment of the 


counſels of the Lord which ſtand for ever; and perhaps, 
upon this great event, will be led to remember his 
works in the paſt g generation. And was it for this, will 


they ſay, that in hard times for conſcience, laſt centu- 


ry, ſo many, who feared the Lord greatly *, left their 
native country, and went voluntary exiles, rgb the 
dangerous deep, to this diſtant wilderneſs; where the 


| hardſhips were ſo great, and fo many fell under them; 


where others, beyond frength: bore, and had paticnce, 
and fainted not; but, in the midſt of all perſonal diſcou- 


ragements, with ap: oſtolic love and zeal + la Dourcd | a - 


_ mongſt the original natives, not feekit ing their own pro- 


(a) If. by. init 600 Rev: X1. 15. 


It is remarkable, that in K. William and Q. Mary” 5 chikiter' to 
New England, they expreisly declare, that King Charles I. their 
royal grandfather” s intentions of giving his parent to the firſt ſettlers 
was, that their good lives and orderly converſations may win the 
Indians, natives of the country, to the knowledge and obedience of 
the only and true God and Saviour of mankind, and the Chriſtian 


faith.” At once the moſt noble teſtimony for theſe good men from the 


hands of their perſecutors, and an indelible reproach upon that Pro- 
teſtant government which permitted not ſuch to have a quiet and 
peaceable habitation in their own native land. How much happier 
our times, when of this unnatural and antichriſtian crime of perſecu - 
tion, it may be ſaid, that it is not ſo much as named amongſt us, as 
becometh men, and Chriſtians, and Proteſtants, to the praiſe of our 


. 


Z Kory. of New England, vol. 2. app. Ne 2. 
+ Meſl. Eliot, May hews, and others, 


good government, and its gentle adminiſtration. See Neal's hi- 
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it, but the profit of many, that they might be ſaved? 2” 


And do we indeed now diſcern the divine over-ruling 


of all this? and is this one of the many accomplih- 
ments, of what our Lord once ſaid to over- curious Pe- 
- . „What Ido, thou knoweſt not now, but ſhalt know | 


hereafter (a)?“ and as the explanat! on of that once 


nk diſpe nfation, do we now ſee this field open and ap- 
pear buundlels, as the bleſling upon that precious ſeed? 
and do not our hearts enlarge to it? Was it indeed for 
this that righteous men were brought from the eaſt, in 
holy bumble pilgrimage, with their families, their little 
ones, and their ſubſtance, ns at the foot of God:! a that: 


c then,” but more © now” nations ſhould be given be- 
fore chem and theirN 


” do they now call to this ſociety , and by them to us 


ed, by ſpiritual conqueſt? And 


all, for help to carry TOO on? and ſhall that help not 


7 be given, liberally g given? —— 4 
With them are the 3 for this heavenly w war- 

: "Og and you they ſolicit for ſuccour to them ; . fuccour, | 
not to enrich, but barely to ſupport THEIR neceſſities, | 
whom, from among them, God ftirreth up to go amongſt 

the Heathen, to bring chem, not by our carnal, but 
his own ſpiritual weapons, unto the obedience of Chriſt; 

men who are contented to be poor, if they may make 
many rich; and to ſpend their own days and lives in la- 

| bour, if they may lead others to everlaſting reſt. 7 


And is not this a fair occaſion for our allowing che 


doctrine of our text to have its full effect upon us; a 
happy opportunity for exerting. our Chriſtian dener. 
lence in ſceking the profit of many, that they may be 
ſaved, and thus become imitators of Jeſus Chriſt, and | 

of his and our apoſtle ? : 


Kere is ignorance. This cloud hath long fat deer 5 


(a) john xiii 7. 


5 * See the American correſpondence with the ae upon cis | 
head, in the late ſtates of the tociety” s Aflairs, at che end of their an- 


niverſary termons. Sp - 
and 


3 
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154 thick upon theſe Heathen; and len 8 have they 


ſat contented and unalarmed under it, N 


groſs darkneſs covereth this people; and s gi 


3 


N cauſe + the day- ſpring trom on bien to 
viſit them,” and diſperſe their dreadful gloom; wr to 


bring them to the knowledge of ſalvation by the re- 


8 miſlion of ſin, and guide their tect to the wa ays of : 
„peace.“ With many | advantages may we now ſay to 
ag Ariſe, ſhine; for your light is come, and the : 


glory of the Lord hath ariſen upon you.” 


And they are © many.“ The Ae denomina- 
tions of men in our context, filled an apoitle's ſoul en- 


1 larged in love, when he thought of laving many trom 
ams gg them all: and here; too, the many different 
5 tribes and denominations of men, which at preſent lie 
open to our {piricual inſtruction, may well ſuit our moſt 8 


| boundleſs and Chriſtian love to ſouls. 


How many Indians, by poſſeſling their country, and : 
dwelling with them, we have acceſs to, we cannot ſay, 
as we cannot tell from whence they are ſprung ®. | Here 


too 


= There have been many diſquiſitions, : among . men, con- 
cerning the peopling of America; as may be ſeen in Harris's Voyages, 


Neal's hiſtory of New England, and other books where collections of 


theſe things are. As to South America, the preſumptions are high, 


that the inhabitants have come from China, or other parts of Alla: as, 
upon the other hand, the proofs are no leſs ſtrong, that the people of 


North America have come from Tartary, In this however is another 
no less difficult queſtion involved. what people theſe originally have 


been? As the migration was not impoſible, ſome have in agined they 
are the polterity of the ten tribes. Dr F! letcher, 3 21 mbaſtidor from 
 Q. Elifabeth to Muſcovy, has collected ſeveral curious cororaſiances to 
prove that the Tartars are deſcended from thel- tribes. See this trea- 
tiſe rep »1ubliſhed 1 in Whitton's If 5 p. 576. And, notwithiiandivg all 
that Baſnage or others have ſa:4 to diſcredit this opinion, there are 
ſome things very Un.ccount able amenef theſe Partars, if at no time | 


they have had a connection v/1th the Uſraeiites. 1 he rotion of the 
Partars being thus de cende . is ta from an inccnti? ency with the 
deople of N:rth America's being {prune from them Vea Oa the con- 


trary, it incresſeth the preſumption that it is ſo. Sir William Pe enn, 


in his letter Of the preſent ſtate of the lands ot the Engliſh in Amer: ca, 


N. 2 | in : 
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' too are the deſpiſed negroes, who yet are men, and 
men who ought to be brought, by us, to him, in 
whom, it is promiſed, 85 chat all nations of the earth 

« thall ; 


in order to frengthen this opinion, among other things vourlag 4 it, 
ſays, that they reckon by moons, offer the firſt- fruits, mourn for their 
dead in reſpec to time, as do the Jews; and that the cuſtoms of their 
women are ſimilar to theirs. But theſe things may be equally found 
among the moſt barbarous and ancient nations of the univerſe, See, 
tor inttance, Colben's account ef the Cape of Good Hope. And in 
argument this hath quite another effect than to prove that ſuch people 
are the deſcendents of the Jews, 5 namely, to ſhow unanſwerably, that 
many, very many of the inſtitutions of Moſes, are the republication. of --- 
the religious uſages of Noah, and of ſuch conſequently as were by God 
appointed for mankind from the beginning, and after the fall; and 
the author knows he is well founded 1 in aſerting, that no man can be 
ſenſible how far this gocs, until he hath very carefully compared the 
cuſtoms recorded in Job and the part of the Pentateuch which pre- 
cedes the giving of the law, with the law of Moſes itſelf; a view of 


things extremely favourable to revelation. There are ſome other arti- 


cles indeed, in Sir William's letter, that have another aſpe&, and 
muſt have been peculiar to the Jews, ſuch as the North Americans 
| keeping a kind of feiſt of tabernacles, their having an altar raiſed 
upon twelve ſtones; but eſpecially, if it ſhall be found true, 
What is of late reported by ſome miſfonaries, that, among ſome 
tribes, they kill a fawn once a-year, about the time of the Jewiſh paſi- 
over, and allow not a bone to be broken; that they eat not of the ſi- 
new which ſhrank ; and (the Chcrokees) have cities called beloved, 
where upon no account they allow blood to be ſhed : I ſay, if theſe re- 
ports ſhall be found true, what concluſion can one draw, but that aſ- 
ſuredly theſe people are of the Jews? In a late curious and learned 
treatiſe, it 15 thewn, that the wv eiphts, &c. of Cornwall were 
thoſe uſed by the ancient Phœnicians + : and who, after that, can he- 
ſitate about the Phœnicians hav ing of old correſponded, at leaſt, with 
that part of Britain, becauſe it is beyond all credibility, that other- 
wiſe two ſuch diſtant countries ſhould have hit upon the ſame ſtandards 
of trafic ? Or when the old Periian and Druid r- ligions are compared, 5 
and ſuch a reſemblance found in their ſeveral ſu perſtitions ; how can 
an opinion of their having the ſame original be avoided ? But ſurcly 
it is no leſs, nay more incredible, inde:d wholly ine xp :able,. that che | 
dit inguiſhing rites of che Iſrae elites, and which can only have mean- 


ing, by the circumſtance of their fettling in Conaun, that theſe ſhould 


be thought upon, and adopted by a people now fo barbarous, and 
naturally made fo by their manner of life, and only kept up by long 
tradition among them. Theſe pe ple mut have come from iome ot 
"the tirit inhabited parts of the earth : and can any lay ſuc h a claim to 
them, as the Jews, if after inquiry what is above is found juſt, as 
well as other circumſtances of langt lage, & e. which, in a note like 


＋ See Borlaſe $ antiquities of Cornw all. ; 
this ; 


L ie . 
« ſhall be bleſſed *.” Theſe indeed are not ſo much 


conſidered upon the footing of neighbours by us, as the : 


this, cannot be enlarged upon ? ? If any thing like evidence were 


found for this, what additional zeal might juſtly fill our ſouls for the 
- converſion of theſe tribes ? and what arguments might fill the mouths 

of thoſe who preach a Mefliah to them? and upon the whole What 
effects this might have upon Chriſtians * in general i in the world, who | 


can lay? 


We enter not upon the general queſtion, how far the making or : 
= purchaſing of ſlaves is conſiſtent with Chriſtianity, We know it was 
one of its ancient fruits, to baniſh flavery, with other Heachen bar- 
barities. Neither do we inquire into the good policy of ſetting no 


| bounds to their numbers in our colonies. But we may juſtly aſſert, 


that it is againft the whole genius and ſpirit of Christianity, to 
uſe ſlaves inhumanely. Enoagh of fin, ſurely, is committed in 
the manner of procuring them, and of exciting others to procure 
them; but when once our property, not to treat them as men, and + 
as men to be redeemed, mult be confide: red by the righteous judge of 
by it not enough . 
that theſe poor men ſhould be reduced to the loweſt condition our na- 
| tures are capable of, and be deprived of liberty, (which in particular 
we their maſters profeſs to value above life itſelf), for our outward ad- 


all the carth, as a crime of uncommon agg! avation. 


vantage, that we ſhould not admit them to the well grounded hope 


of another life, to comfort them under their bondage and toil in this 2 
that there ſhould be ſo many complaints of the generality of our plant- 
ers, and theſe fo well founded, that they are not only indifferent, hut 
averſe to their being iuftr ucted in the knowledge of Chriſt for ſalva- 
tion, and that too for rcafons which heighten the crime greatly ? 5 


O 
This did not Abraham; who having ſcrvants born in his houſe, i. e. 


| ſlaves, God teſtified of him, 1 know — that he will command his | 
„ children and his houſehold after kim, and they ſhall keep R way 


of the Lord:“ and it is immediately added, “ that the Lord ma 


6 bring upon Abraham that which he hath ſpoken of him,” Gen. 
Xvili. 19. With what Propricty, therefore, was this kind parent and 


maſter made the father of the ſeed which vas to bleſs all nations, who 


ſhewed ſuch impartial bene ve lence 3 in ths matters of ſalvation to all? 


Indi ference here cannot be innocent: where the outward life of 
others is in hazard, God can be ſo er 


* keepeth thy ſou!, doth not he know it ?. * 
every man according to his works?“ Prov. XXIV" 
the high acculition again nſt the Phariſees, of their“ taking away the 


$6 key Or knowled; ge! Luke xi. $2. Or is this fulliling God's inten- 
tion of giving his profoffis 8 people „„ the lands of the Heathen ?” 


Pal. ev. 44. Or, finally, is not this the conſummation of all goſpel- 


crimes, forbidding to f eak to the Ge utiles, that they might be ſa- 


7 


ved, to fill up their ſins alway ??“ and v een, are followed- with 


| theſe Creadful words: 40 for the wrath 3 is c 
. termoſt, 1 Theſl. ii. 16. 


Indians. 


at this temper, will he not 
ſtiew higher indignation at ir, where the eternal life of fouls is in que- 


: ſtion! ? Doth not he that x andereth the he art conſider it? and he that 


nd ſhall not he render to 
Is not this 


con upon them to the ut= | 
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Indians. They are our ſlaves: yet this ought not 6. 
hinder our Chriſtian bowels to be moved for their ſal- 
vation, but rather, as giving us more power over them, 
excite our endeavours, from the greater hope of {uc- 
_ ceſs, to bring them to it. Thus might. we turn their 
evil into good; and make their ſlavery to men prove 
the happy occaſion of their becoming partakers of the 
. glorious liberty of the ſons of God; 3 "ang beautity with 
ſalvation thoſe black, and long outcaſt ſons of Ham. 
There alſo dwell many idolaters called Chriſtians, for 


the recovery of whom from their lying deluſions and 


the depths of Satan, it were both the honour and the 

Joy of our Chriſtian love to labour. 

Hschold then a wide field whitening to a heavenly 
| harveſt. By our beneficence we may make a happy 

= beginning for providing the labourers, and ſo ſhew 
ourſelves of the ſame ſpirit of love for the ſalvation : 


of many ſouls as Paul and his Lord. 


I his apoſtle could preſs ſo earneſtly, and by o 
many arguments, the Chriſtian ben evolence of the 
Corinthians, to ſhew itſelf by their liberality, for the 
ſupplying the outward necellities of their brethren at Jo. 
ruſalem, in a time of outward ſcarcity (a); how much 
more fervently may you be urged to employ your bene 
ficence towards ſupplying whole nations of your brethren 
of mankind, in their abſolute famine ot. the bread of 

| life eternal =: 
I to be like the ad if mercy ; 1 to do to others, 
as, if you were in their circumitances, and they 1 in yours, 
(and ſovercigaty might have made it ſo), you weuld 
* now” wiſh they would have done to you; if having 
it in the power of your hand, by a part of your ſub- 
| ſtance, to ſhew mercy, you would take pleaſure in chu- 
ſing a preferable work of kindneſs ; if you reflect 
that God might have called others to ſhew this regard 


1 
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to kin to Chriſt, and to ſouls, but diſtinguiſheth you, 
by calling you to this henour; and conſider, that if you 


ſhould decline, he will find others to fulfil this ſervice, it 
being impoſſible he ſhould ever be at a loſs for hearts to 
feel, or hands to miniſter to theſe neceſlities he would 
provide for, as he will not either hereafter want heads 
to crown with honour, or mouths to fill with praiſe, _ 
as the rewards he ſhall beſtow for ſuch labours of love, 
| ſhewn to the goſpel of his ſalvation, and to the ſouls 7 
he would redeem by it: if ſuch conſiderations, I fay, 
can move, then let them have all their weight with you 
| for the promoting of that, for which we now ſolicit, 
as, upon the flighteſt review they will be found fo 


ſtrongly to apply to it. 


Great was the deſire of theſe nations to brain this 
vaſt conqueſt, and great their triumph, when God pro- 


ſpered, beyond expectation, our arms for that end: 


and ſhall not a ſenſe of gratitude, by engaging in what 


will moſt pleaſe our divine Benefactor, the ſending his 
_ beloved goſpel among the nations he hath given as dult 


to our ſword, be the | Sreat expreſſion of our thankful- 


neſs to him? 


To this too a ſenſe of duty 9 to determine: us, by 


refle ccting, 1 , as by our context we are inftructed, that 


whether we eat or drink, we mould do all to the glory | 
of God, much more ought this to be attended to, in 
the more important affairs of extended dominion and 
commerce. Theſe ſhould be conſidered, not only as 
great favours, vouchſafed by kim who doth in heaven 
| and; earth what pleaicrh him, but as great talents hne 
committeth to us for the purpoſes of his glory in the 
world. Having therefore amongſt us the oracles of 
God, and conſe -quently the unpolluted truth of ſalva- 
tion, it behoveth us to think of God's calling for it at 
our hands, to make at ſuch a time the ends of "the earth 
to ſee the ſalvation of God: elle what account ſhall we 


make 


E 1% 
make unto him and to his Chriſt, when he cometh and 
reckoneth with us (a), according to the command inſe- 


Paravle from all his talents, Occupy till J come (b) K 
Let Juſtice alſo move us to this beneficence. We 


have honour, and mean to have profit, by our ſove- 
reignty and intercourſe with theſe poor Heathen; and 
if we receive advantage by their labours and temporal 
things, ought we not to communicate to them of our 
a ſpirituals! p "the rather indeed that, by their becoming ol 
partners with us therein, we ſhall not diminiſh, but 7 
ther many ways increaſe the ourward e ex- 


Pede by them. 


In this we ought the rather to be ſtirred up to vi- 


gour, leſt the ſobj jection of theſe nations, without a 


ſuitable care in this matter, ſhould prove a curſe, and f 


net 4 bleſſing, both to them, and to us. 
You need not be informed, that, in the communica- 


tion of different nations, their ſeveral vices are made 


known to one another; ; nor that, by the reigning cor- 


ruption in all men, the infection of theſe is too ready 
140 prevail. Neither, alas! need it be told, how long 


and much already that holy name by which we are 


5 called, and wherein is all our hope, has been blaſphe- 


med by theſe Gentiles, by the diſſolute manners of 


our country men, having intercourſe with them 3. nor 


| how in particular our people of commerce, in bar- 


tering for the fruits of their toil, have criminally 4 


vailed themſelves of that unhappy diſpoſition which, it 


ſeems, they have to Intoxication, by too wantonly pro- 
viding them with the means of it; thus making them 


many times more the children of Satan, than they were, 


when we firſt found them, in their native 1gnorance and 
barbarity. Let us then be perſuaded to ſend the mi- 
niſtry of the everlaſting goſpel amongſt them, as the 


beſt balance againſt. theſe evils; that by our miſſionaries 
(a) Match. v. 26.—30. (3) Luke xix. 13. 


they 


e 


chey may not only Have the alyantage of diflnterelted 
and laborious inftruciion in that doctrine which is ac- 
cording to godlineſs, but by beholding their harmleſs 
and blamelels lives, as the lons of God | in the midſt of 
a perverſe nation, this word of life may be fully, and 
in its true power to fave, held for th to them. 
Let the good zeal in Old England, in the different 
e aſſociations the re for p. ropagating this goſpel into foreign 
1 parts, n us to holy jealouſy in this matter. 


. 


And let the ſtrong and general diſpoſition * now pre- 1 
vailing in New England to encourage the ſending me i 
"Sp Wl 9 

word of ſalvation to theſe Indians, together with the 9 


hopeful beginnings amongſt them to receive N,. ll 
line us the more to deviſe liberal things, upon this 
occaſion, for the ſalvation of many men. | 

We ought to be the more zealouſly affected to this 
000d work, from the con deration of the unccaſing ac- 
tivi ty of the prieſts of Rome to confirm in, and pervert 
more of theſe Heathen tribes to their deluſions and ido- 

latries. Let the truth itſelf then be far and wide diffuſed, 
it peradventure ſuch as have been led aſtray may be reco- 
vered, and to prevent the farther ſpread of thefe fatal 
errors. Why ſaould the work of Antichriſt and Satan be 

always performed with more reſolution. than that of 
"Chriſt? ſhall their rewards be orcater or more ſure? and 


: e not the kingdom of Chriſt, O. truth and righesoul⸗ "ol 


nets „prevail 6ver all at laſt ? 5 5 
2585 the abounding! Ubgrality to other 3 bet 1 1 

ter or worſe, prevail to excite real Chi iſtians not to mut 100 
the hand ot hiberality in a cauſe, whi ch to them at leaſt 1 
ſhould: be dear, the ſcving many fouls; and thereby [1 
7 5 ew, that the iki which 18 in them, is not lels We Fall 


* See Dr Chanacy' s ſermon, at Mr Nowman's ordioation to this e 
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miſlion at Boſton, Auguſt 31. 1762, and addreſſed to the M larquis 1 
of. Lothlan, as en, of Our loclety, p. 29. Kc. 
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gorous 


E 


gorous than that which is in the world. For every ſpe- 
cies of human miſery, relief is found; for the advance- 
ment of every laudable art, uſeful improvement and 
: _undertak Ang, the ſpirit runs high and encouragement 
aboundeth; and who obſerveth not, that for promo- 
þ ting every branel h of luxuty and vice, every ſeminary of 
ditlipation and idle amuſement, the profuſion 1 is immenſe? 
Shall it be ſaid then, that at once it was our reproach 
and guilt, that the beſt and moſt valuable purpoſe pol: 
fable, the propagating the goſpel for the ſalvation of 
5 many ſouls, was the only deſign which found not friends, 5 
| nor liberal ſupport among us?. 5 
Moreover, let the ſeaſonableneſ: of the all to this cha- 
n +0 incline us to hearken to it. God works by means: 
and it belongs to wiſdom, to ſcize upon the true occaſions | 
for action. Many Heathens have now fallen under our 
ſceptre. Their firſt | impreſſions with regard to us muſt 
naturally have great effects, and give a favourable or 
. he oppoſite turn to all our future attempts amongſt 
A them. As to the civil part of our government, we need 
| be im little pain. The genius of our excellent conſtitu- 
tion, the Wiſdom of ou - adminiſtration will direct to 
gentleneſs in government amongſt them, and fſhew _ 
how much it is their happineſs, chat they are fallen un- 
der our dominion. Nor let the appearance of regard 
fail in the religious view: and what may be more ex- 
pected to anſwer that end, than our diſcovering „upon 
our fir full acceis to them, a truly Chriſtian con- 
cern for their everlaſting happineis? If any thing can, 
* this is ſuited to incline then,, new and hereafter, to 
hearken to what is ſpoken to them about falvation fo 
- aifintet! eltedly ſent 3 from us e 


Neither is it a cireumſtance altogether | imma atcrial to 
W encourage donations to {5 good a wo. k, that what is 
| beſtowed, is not committed to ſin le perions, however 
Wor by and wen 21 quali ified, but W hole death or other cir- 


cumſtances 


* |: 3 
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cumſtances might render the beſt deſign intruſted to 
them, abortive; but unto a formed and legal ſociety, 
which hath fo long approved itlelf wiſe and faithful in 
theſe matters; 404 which, again, hath connected itſelf 
Win a board of correſpondents | in New England, whoſe {| 
zeal hath already raiſed confiderable contributions, un- 
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equal however (as may be well imagined) to this vaſt i 
_ undertaking, but whoſe caution ſuſpended their boun- ix 
ty, until they ſhould be formed into a body corporate, 8 1 

the end of ſecuring for ever a right application of their 
_ own; as well as what: beneficence of others might . jo 
committed to their care: a conſideration far from be- 


ing inſignificant to the cauſing our benignity flow in 
this channel. . | Z 
We are naturally led by chis to another and conſi- 
derable ground of perſuaſion upon this ſubject; the 
good conſequences of theſe our beginnings, in this 
truly Chriſtian benevolence, From what a ſmall mat- 
ter hath our ſociety for propagating Chriſtian know- 
jedge in our highlands and iſlands; riſen to its preſent | 
flouriſhing ſtate ? When firſt projected in this 3 
(not then, nor formerly ſo alfluent as now), it was chen 
extremely exhauſted by an expenſive public, bur un- 
ſucceſsful undertaking; as well as by a deſolating fa- 
mine, that had for ſeveral vears raged and laid waſte 
our country, One ſchool was all the benevolent pro- 
jectors at firſt attempted, which too, after repeated 
diſcouraggments, was neceſſarily deſerted. Their zeal .. 
however abated not; and to their own pr ivate contri— 
butions, having gained, by the church; public collec i 
tions, over every dificylty it hath now triumphed, and 
ſpread far and wide its kind influence. As in prayer, 
ſo in active good deſigns, for promoting the divine glo- 
ry in the earth, men ought not to faint, nor be weary in 
ſuch well- doing. Who knows where a ſmall matter done — 
Acco: ding to che will of God, and in imitation of the 1 
„ O 2 8 | 95 grace | . 
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grace of his Son, ſecking the ſalvation of many men, 
may go? The divine bl cling is ſilent, ſecret, and un- 
failing, See it, in what at the beginning was pronoun- 


ced upon grals, and trees, and animals, and man, for = 
their multiplying and increafing, in order to repleniſh 
«he earth; Which, for that end, continueth unto this 


day. Rar, ſurely, it is moſt 1 to be expected, in what the 


Almignty taketh moſt pleaſure of advancing, and con- 


cerning which his molt determined purpole is declared, 
that it ſhall continue while fan and moon endure, and 
untih all nations are brought into its {ul djection. Much 


hath been done already | in the Propagation of this goſpe! 


in the world, and in circumſtances not jo promiling as the 
preſent are, amongſt the Heathens or our America, The 


days are lengthened out, and the long-ſuffering of God, 


under great provocations, is continued with the world, 


and with us, for this very end, that the fulneſs of the 


Gentiles may come in, and all Iſrael be faved. Our 
hands ſhould not hang down, therefore, nor our knees. 


wax feeble; but ra \ther, with cheerful hope of ſucceſs, 
ought we to remember the words of our Lord himſelf 
upon this ſubject: “ Then ſaid he, Unto what is the 


% kingdom of God like? or whereunto ſhall T reſemble 


eit? It is like a grain of muſtard-ſeed, which a man 


took, and caſt into his garden, and it grew, and 
* waxed a great tree: and the fowls of the air lodged. 
e in the branches of it.” * And again, — © It is like * 


8 ven, which a woman took and hid in three mealures of 
« meal, till the whole was leavened (a).“ When'there- 


fore, in the love of the truth and ſouls, we ſend the go- 


ſpel, God's incorruptible feed, to theſe new and far 


: extended regions; not as Antichriſt ſent his deluſions, 


two centuries ago, to the other part of that world, in 
fre, and b! lood, and endleſs {poll but in peace, in holi- 


7 Luke: xili. 18. 5 = 
nets, 
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neſs, and the labours of ſelf. denying love for ſalvation ; 
who can ſay, into whoſe heart it may be put, to 1 2 
rage 24:66 mean for the advancement of this heavenly 


detign ? r «hit difficulties ſhall be overcome in the 


execution of ic? or to how many the goſpel thus ſent, 
ſhall Prove che WII don and the power of God to falva- 


tion > 


Nor, however lbs 18 it unfit to mention an- 


other, but melancholy reaſon, not void of force, to in- 
duce a Chriſtian to this benevolence z the decay of real 
and vital reiigion amongſt ourſelves. It hath been 
mucn obſerved, that this is a ſad truth with us: and 
notwithſtanding what hath been laid in alleviation, they 

who think ſerionſly of theſe things, continue perſuaded 
that there is great ground for the obſervation. It is 

long Ae ir was ſung by a poet uſed to be called di- 5 
ine 


Religion ſtands en tiptoe in cur land, 
| Ready to paſs to the American fr aud. 


A Chriſtian can never hate Ws country, but, when 
in Ganger, will with Eſther 5 How can ] endure 
to lee che evil which ſhall come upon my peo- 
ple (4%? and 8 his Lord, ck ſin is faſt bring- 
ing it to ruin, © If thou hadſt known, in this thy 1 
8 day, the thing „s which b >clong to my peace | but now 
0 they hic 
ſeen, he is taught by his religion to riſe ſuperior in his 
8 Fall Conn, Fr. ends, and every narrow limit, by 
which cheeperſvaſious of men have heretofore ſet bounds. 
to their attac! ments. Iherefore, while the Chriſtian 
mourns over what he obſerves may provoke Aa holy God 
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to forſake his own country, with regard to the deep con- 
cerns of ſalvation, he will find from theſe ſcriptures, 
whence he draws all his comforts, ſilencing conſiderations 
to his complaints upon this heavy calamity (a); nay. 
be made to rejoice by what God aſſures him of there, 
that this is an everlaſting goſpel; that when, for the 
abuſe of it, it is taken from one people, it ſhall be gi- 
ven to another, to bring forth its fruits (9). When 
ſuch are his impreſſions 1 in particular, concerning his own 
people, for their infidelity, impieties, and forſaking 
their former faith and love, he will ſay, The will of 
the Lord be done; and in the goſpel's paſling from 
the eaſt to the weſt, even like lightning from the one 


. end of heaven to the other, will alſo ſay concerning it, 


* God- ſpeed or, at ſuch a time, be the more liberal 
in ſending ir, if peradventure, upon ſuch an account, 

God ſhould not only lengthen out outward tranquil} ili. 
Ty (c), but continue yet a while longer to his dear na- 
tive country, his truck, his pure ordinanees, and his Spi- 
Tit: 

What objedtion can be raiſed againſt this beneficence 1 

Not ſure, the preſent frupidity, ignorance, ſuperſtition, 

or any abounding vice amonett the people for whom we 

ſolicit. Theſe are the firongeſt reaſons poſlible for our 


| Chriſtian compaſſions being moved towa ards them: and 


in theſe reſpects s (Which ould rouch us) they are in no 
other ſavage ſtate, than other nations, and our own fa- 
thers were, when the light of the coſpel firſt ſhone upon 

them, and when theſe weapons, which are not carnal, | 
but mighty, through God, to the pulling down the 
| ſtrong holds of Satan, were wielded amongſt them, and 
brought them into profeſſed ſubjection to Chritt Jeſus, 
Their diſtance cannot be given as a reaſon for ſhut- 


a) Matth. xi. 25. 26.; 2 Tim. (6b) Matth. xxi. 43, 
n. i 9 ©: Dan, iv. 27. 
| ' ting 


E 
ting the hand of liberality, or of being indifferent a- 
bour their inſtruction to ſalvation. From what diſtance 


did the love of Chriſt bring him to deliver us? To 


what diſtance did the Chriſtian benevolence of our a- 
poſtle carry him, in weariſome journeys to ſave men? 


Indeed the whole doctrine of Chriſtianity annihilates 


time, diſtance, and every © faſhion of this world,“ in 


the matters of its love. Beſides, if our beneficence 1 

bleſſed, as a means of bringing theſe Heathen men to 
ſalvation, yet a little while, and, according to it, we : 
ſhall meet with them as reduced. brethren, in one 


bleſſed place, never more to be ſeparated. 


Leaſt of all be hearkened to, what we know :nfide- : 
lity hath often whiſpered concerning mankind in their 


uninſtructed ſituation, „ that it is better they remain 


in ignorance *.” This only can have reaſon in it, if 
Chriſt hath not died for men, and his knowledge had not 
been neceſſaty to juſtify ſinners before God. And even 
upon other ſuppoſitions, it cometh ill from ſuch as ge- 
nerally plume themſelves abundantly upon their own. 
ſuperiority of Rowe :ige; as if others, for want of 


their meaſure of it, were, upon this account, an in- 


ferior rank of being But if the knowledge attain- 
able by men in this life e a juſt occaſion for ſuch 
diſtinction amongſt t them; how illiberal is it to de- 
ny to any of the human race any mean of it, did it 
ſerve for no other purpoſe than to open their minds, 

and lead them into what are, by theſe objectors, 0 
ſteemed more valuable branches ef it? It were well 
for our aſſuming infidels, ſometimes to reflect what 
they muſt have beet” in point of their boaſted know- 5 
ledge, but for the re eligion they fo much hate and con- 
temn, and for the general light it hath caſt upon all 


things in the country and age wherein they live. 


* Cee Drs Wallace and Blair's F before the {cet where... 


this objection is ful! ly 7 and well conſidered. 
To 
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To conclude: Let all be perſuaded. to take opportu- 
nities of contributing to this great and good deſign, as 
the Lord {hall proſper them. We are all witneſſes, how 
: univerſally, even to the loweſt orders of men, a ſpirit 
can ſpread, as to the national advantages we ought to 
reap from this ſucceſsful war, upon its happy concluſion. 
Were but half the concern ſhewn about the iflues of it, 
reſpecting the advancement of the {piritual kingdom of... 
God, and of his Chriſt, we ſhould probably be in no 
"de of outward means, both by public and private en- 
couragement, for carrying the ſalvation of our Lord to 
every corner of the Heathen world, here providence 
hath now given us a name, and an influence. But all 
men have not faith in the goſpel of this Logon nor 
are inſpired with the love of it. 1 
In the mean time, let thoſe who are ſtirred up 
to contribute, do it without grudging : © for the Lord 
e loveth a cheerful giver.” Why ſhould not the gift 
be cheerfully made? If it relieves the eye, the car, and 
the heart of humanity, to lift the burthen from the out- 


| wardly oppreſſe ied, or to make the ſorrowful glad; much 


more joy may it cauſe to ſpring up in their hearts, who 
have believed on Jeſus Chriſt for life everlaſting, to tend, _ 
by whatever labour and expenſe, the knowledge of 
his name to the ends of the earth; who, as them- 
ſelves have happily experienced, was * anointed to 
«preach the goſpel to the poor, to heal the bro- 
bg ee hearted, to deliver Satan's captives, to re- 
cover ſight to the blind, and to preach to the 

„ poor of all nations, the acceptable year. of the 
66-1 Lord (a). wy” _ | 
We cannot indeed, by any means of our providing, 
convert fouls. That muſt be the work of God alone: 
but he hath ſaid, © As the rain cometh down, and the 


(a) Luke iv. 18, &c. 


. * ſnow 


1 113 7 
* ſhow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
„ watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and 


“ bud, that it may give ſeed to the fower, and bread 
«to the cater: ſo ſhall my word be that goeth forth 


ce out of my mouth : it ſhall not return unto me void, x 
„ but it ſhall accompliſh that which I pleaſe, and it 


„ ſhall proſper in the thing whereto I ſend it (a).“ 


As this, then, is put into our power, let us, with cheer- 
ful hope of the promited bleiſing, ſcatter wide his ſa- 
ving word to every corner of the 80 and to the iſles 
afar off upon the ſea, rejoicing, while we are redeemed, 0 


not with corruptible things, ſuch as filver and gold, 
but with the precious: 570 24 f Chriſt , as 8 lamb 


without ſpot; that the wiſdom and grace of God have 


o abounded towards us, as, by the © hriftian uſe of our 
earthly ſubſtance, that which pe riſheth, can be turned 

into heavenly and enduri ng ſubſtance ; and we may ſo = 
make to ourſelves friends of the unrickteous mammon, 


that“ « when we fail, We af be received into everlaſt- 


$76 9 habitations.“ 


Not only, indeed, ought we to he. ches ful. in this 
planting and ſowing for eternity, expecting the increaſe 


from God; but ſo 0 labouring together with God, and 


« working together with Chriſt,” our hearts may be 


| raiſed to a true grandeur and elevation, by mingling our 
little thoughts cod actions with their great deſigns, of 
bringing out of every tongue and nation upon carth, 


and chat to the remoteſt ages, a redeemed people,” to 


their praiſe for ever and ever. 


The moſt valuable thing and opportunity, ve ac 
knowledge, may be thrown away; many may not be 


beneficent upon this great occaſion; fone who appear 
to be fo, may be influenced by unworthy coniiderations, 
and thereby fall ſhort of the true honour and joy be- 


longing to it: but ſuch as act with the true ſpirit of 


(4) Iſ. Iv. 10, 11. 


5 | beneficence, 
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| beneficence, muſt experience an elevation in their - 
minds, while they reflect, that, in ſending the know- 
ledge of ſalvation to theſe dark places of the earth, 
they are kindling a flame which may ſhine while ſun 
and moon endure, nay, which, after the long laſting 
light of theſe heavenly bodies, and all the temporary 
life and comfort it hath produced, is extinguiſhed, 
ſhall blaze out with greater glory, and brighten more 
and more in eternal ages, yet to come; when the un- 
created and anextinguiſhable rays, proceeding from the 
glory of God and the Lamb, which this goſpel begins 
to diſplay, ſhall g glve light, and life, and comfort to the 
nation of the redeemed for ever and ever. A benefac- 
tor here, then, even in a mite, poſſeſſing theſe views, 
hath his heart lifted up to the heart of his Redeemer, 
and aſcends with him into his chariot of ſalvation. The 
ambition of kings and conquerors upon earth is low, 
when compared to his high aim, who thus rides in the 
high places of his God: and the ay to be revealed will 
declare it, | = „ 
Neither ſnall the reward of every one, according to 
his own work or labour, fail (a). We have already 
mentioned the preſent peace, joy, 3 and hope thę 
ſpirit ually bencvolent are made partakers of: but if Je- 
ſus, at his coming, ſhall ſay to his rec deemed, in reſpect 
to their chriſtian acts of outward kindneſs, << Come 
ye bleſſed, — fort was an hungred, - — in priſon,” &C. 
how much more will he make tlie e declar a. 
tion, in regard to their ſpiritual com paſlions, ſympa- 
thies, and app lies, towards hungry and captive fouls. 
tor their Gctiverance ? and over-ruic allo here the hum- 
ble objection of“ When {aw we thee ?” &c. by the 
kind rc ply, of ee ia ſmuch as you did it to the leaſt cf 
de thele,” -( however unknown by face, nation, or 
Kan guage, till that day), you did it unto mesh,“ This 
Ta) TER mtg; (2) Matth., XV. 


pal 
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| ſhall lead them to their © Maſter's own joy ;” i. e. not on- 


ly the ſatisfactions of redemption in general, but par- 


ticularly, the pureſt telicity of having loved others, 
in the ardours and ſelf-denials of 8 compallions, 


for their ſalvation. 
The foundation of this diſcourſe was laid in this, 


CL That as we had been at firſt formed in the image of 
the God of love, ſo in the regeneration, according to 


the goſpel of Chriſt, we were not only reſtored from the 


depravities of ſelf, but therein love was carried to new 
and formerly unknown heights.” Accordingly, at and 


_ ever after the grand period of Chriſtianity we have juſt 
now mentioned, we may fully diſcern how this ſhall take 


place, when that multitude which no man can number 


| ſhall be gathered | into one, from all kingdoms and ages 
of the world. e „„ 


Let us for once imagine, that Adam had continued 


innocent, and that God had bleſſed him, and all his po- 


ſterity, according to his promiſe of life in his covenant: 
how to the lateſt age may we eaſily conceive, the whole 
generations deſcending from him, muſt have been knit 
together in love; not to him only, as the common head 


and fountain of all, but to one another alſo, as bre- 


thren of one blood, as the inſtruments of bringing one 
another into ſuch happy exiſtence, as well as helpers of 


one another's Joy, by continued mutual kind offices. 
The tranſition is eaſy to what is now before us. Jeſus 


Chriſt is the common fountain and head of this new ſpi- 
ritual generation, according to the love and will of his 


heavenly Father. The men of it are begot from age to 
age by the inſtrumentality of one another, in the uſe of 
the word of truth, the incorruptible ſeed of God, by 
Prayer, by holineſs, and every appointed method for ſa- 
ving ſouls; no leſs really, than men would have been 
in innocence, or are now outwardly brought into being, 

by means of one another. Divine wiſdom, which a- 
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Wander in the whole of our redemption, hereby lays 
foundations, not only for unheard-of obligations of love 
to God, and the Lamb, and the Spirit, but alſo for 
new ties and bonds amongſt theſe ſpiritual and new-born 
children, tenderer and ſtronger than ever heretofore 
could have been known; as the lecond 1s greater than 
the fi it Adam, and the lite communicated through him 


nobler than e firſt earthly one; as in every reſpect ; 


the new glit is s ſuperior, ſo are the obligations of con- 
veying it to ; the happy poficfiors. This admits, even 
in this world, of a copious and delightful illuſtra- 
tion; but at the ſecond coming of our Lord, ſhall be 
made mantieſt, with all God's judgments, in another 
manner than now is poſlible to be explained. For 
then the wide extended, and to us unſearchable preſent 
Paths of providence ſhall be laid open, and the way 
Where the bowels of love, the interceſſions, the la- 
bours, the holy patterns, the liber alities, and every 
compaſſion of the children of God by Jetus Chriſt, for 
the lalvation of their fellow men, were directed to go, 
and to become effectual by the aſtoniſhing over-ru- 
ling bleſling of their Lord for the converſion of ſin- 
ners, and helping one another onward to glory, made 
| known, When the body of Chriſt therefore is com- 
plered, the ſeveral members ſhall not only be found 
united to him as head, bur neceſſarily and inſeparably 
Knit together alſo in indiſſoluble obligations of love. 
It all then appear, that, from age to age, they were 
{piritually deſcended from one another, ſpreading and 
multiplying, as new generations ſprung up; the ſame 
bleſſed truth i in all heir hearts, creating a dearer rela- : 
tion than any blood, and the fame ſpirit which accom- 
panied it there, uniting cloſer in love than any outward 
relation in this life can poſſibly do (a). As to the throne, 
therefore, the ſong of ſalvation and bleſſing ſhall aſcend. 
(a Epi. v. 15. 61. 1 Cer. 1 vi. 17. 


for 
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for ever for this great ſalvation ; ſo the congratulations, 


the embracings of ſpiritual fathers and their ſons and 
daughters, and they again with theirs, in long ſucceſ- 
ſions, and of every helper of another's joy and 1 redemp- 


tion, ſhall then be ſuch, as now we have neither 


thought nor language for. Our earthly connection and 


obligations are plainly, not only' to immediate, but 
to our parents in all paſt ages for our exiſtence. And by 


this hint we may at once diſcern, how far and wide the 
| heavenly connections a ad joys of the chi dren of God will 
juſtly be carried, when all is hereafter brought to light; 
the diſtin& links of this chain being no leſs neceſſary! in 
= point of inſtrumentality than the neareſt, in the latter than 
in the former caſe, as the tranſport and obligation muſt 
be incomparably ſtronger in the lait than in the firſt. 
And in regard to what is now before us, as there are 
vaſt and yet unknown tracts of the earth, where the go- 
ſpel muſt be preached before our Lord ſhall come again, 
and many of theſe in connection with our new conqueſts 
in America; who knows, where he who ſits on the cir- 
cle of the earth, may pleaſe to direct our preſent libera- 
lity to go for ſalvation; and lay foundations for ever- 
laſting aſtoniſhment and Joy to the Spiga benefactors, 


as Well as to the obliged ? 


Behold then a ſtate, where our love ſhall be abſolutely : 
perfected to God, and to one another; its ancient law 
magnified, and carried to the utmoſt height ; corrupted 

ſelf deſtroyed, its fear and envy for ever caſt out, the 


deepeſt foundations laid for kindneſs, and the higheſt 


exertions correſponding to them for ever! Who would 

not above all things defire to be made partakers of ſuch _ 
an inheritance amongſt the faints in light ! who not 
breathe tor many others becoming fellow-heirs with | 


them herein, and do, as God giweth S and 
power to promote ſo divine a purpoſe l 


May that heavenly name, then, be hallowed, hich 


brings 
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1 brings r men to a "Nats ſo perfect ad ſo bleſſed | that | 


kingdom come, which draws men to its ſubjeion by 
| ſuch tender love! and that will be done, which would 


have all without diſtinction ſaved and brought to-it }--- 


and that which we are now about, e to theſe great 
ends! . 
e If, chen, there be any comfort in 150 if any "By 
« lowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, fulfil 
Ae our joy, that ye may be like- minded, having the 
* ſame love ;” remembering, that in this, as in other 
labours of heavenly love, © he which ſoweth ſparingly, 
© ſhall reap alſo ſparingly ; and he which ſoweth boun- 
g tifully, ſhall reap alſo bountifully. Every man accor- 
ding as he purpoſeth in his heart, ſo let him give; 


© not grudgingly, or of neceſſity; for God loveth a 
c cheerful giver: and God! is able to make all grace a- 


bound towards you; that you always having all fuffi- | 
* ciency in all things, may abound to every good work ; 
being enriched in every thing to all bountifulneſs, 
. 68 © which, .cauſeth ee unto God... 4 Amen. 5 
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The preſent STATE of the Society 


in Scotland for propagating Cunts riax 


KnowLzpor, . 


of the Highlands of Scotland. 


After theſe gentlemen had procured ſubſcriptions to 
0 the extent of 1000 I. Sterling, they obtained from her 
Majeſty Queen Anne, a proclamation, recommending 
the deſign to all her ſubjects; and ſoon after, her royal 
letters patent, erecting the ſubſcribers into a ſociety, or 
body corporate, to be « ever after deſigned, The ſociety in 
Scotland for propagating Chriſtian knowledge ; and grant- 
ing unto them full power to receive ſubſcriptions, mor- 
tifications, donations, legacies, ſums of money, lands, 
goods, and gear; and therewith to erect and maintain 
1chools, tor teaching to read the holy ſcriptures, and 
other pious books; as alſo to teach writing and arith- 
metic, in the highlands, iſlands, and remote corners of 
Scotland, and in other parts therein mentioned; and to 
uſe ſuch means for inſtructing the people in the Chriſtian 
reformed Proteſtant religion, as might be competent, Sc. 
In conſequence of this patent, which bears date the 
25th of May 1709, the firtt nomination of members 


was made by the Lord Preſident and judpes of the 


court of Seſſion, out of the liſt of original ſubſcribers. 


— And ſince that time rules of management have been 


framed, ſo full and complete, that now there is no part 


of their buſineſs without its proper and known regula. 
tion. . 1 


At 


5 HE fociety in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian _ 
N took its riſe about the year 1700. _ 
> — A few private gentlemen laid the founda- 
tion of i it at Edinburgh, with a deſign to propagate the 
knowledge of Chriſtianity through the remote corners 
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At the time of the revolution, the Highlanders were 
many of them ſunk in the groſſeſt tenets of Popery: 
— their clanſhips, their perſonal ſervices, were hard 
and flaviſh to the higheſt degree: — their chiefs were 
tyrannical, not amenable to juſtice : — their private 


and perſonal feuds were unextinguiſhed : in ſhort, a _ 


ſtate more unhappy could ſcarce be imagined ; and yet 
it has in fact already required a ſpace of near eighty 


years, with the repeated endeavours of the King and 
parliament, and of this ſociety, to convince them that 


| hhberty was to be preferred to ſlavery, Induſtry Þ to idle- 
neſs, true Chriſtianity to Popery, © 
The method followed by this ſociety, is char of > 
recting public ſchools in the different corners of the 
highlands and iſlands, under the inſpection of the ſeve- 
ral preſbyteries where they are ſituate, who tr -anſmit, an- 
nually, a report to the ſociety anent the ſtate of them, 
| — The qualifications of the ſeveral ſchoolmaſters muſt 
be certified on trial as follows, viz. That the candidate 
is a perſon well known to the preſb ytery, of whole piety, 
loyalty, and prudence they are ſatisfied ; that he under- 
ſtands the principles of the Proteſtant religion, writing, 
and arithmetic; that they judge him well affected to the 
_ Preſent government, and in every reipect qualified for 
the office of ſchoolmaſter. — Their duty is to inſtruct 
their ſcholars | in the principles of the Chriſtian reformed 
religion; ; — to direct their morals, and to train them up 
in the ſocial virtues ; — to teach ther writing and ortho- 
graphy, et and churck-muſic, but no Latin — 
to report thoſe who are abſent, to the viſitors; — to tranſ- 
mit liſts of their ſcholars annually, with the time of their 


entry, the time of their departure, and degree of bros 


| fictency ;z — to worſhip (Efol K every day and every night; 
L and to take care that the ſcholars attend public Wor- 
ſhip on the Lord's day. — They are likewiſe to teach 
their ſcholars to tranſlate the Irich language into Engliſn, 
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and to ſp eak the Engliſh. — They are not allowed to 
ſerve by a ſubſtitute, nor their ſchools to vaik more 
than twenty days; and no ſalary is paid to them without 
proper certificates of their ſervice, and reports made bß 
the viſitors, — If theſe are made, the falaries are paid 
twice in the year. 55 
The number of ſcholars of both ſexes pd nt — 
at the ſeveral ſchools kept up and maintained by the | 
fociety; amounts to about 6700. — Many of theſe. 
|  Ffchools are ſituated in the moſt diſtant and lonely cor- 
ners of the continent, and-fome of them in the moſt ſo- 
litary iſlands of the ſea. And in placing them, the ſociety 
are particularly careful not to ſettle too near any paro- 
chlial ſchools, but rather to diſſeminate and ſpread them 195 
as far and as wide as poſſible, — This ſociety has ſub- 
| ſiſted for no more than fifty- four years; and yet, at the 
|| loweſt computation one can make, it has been the means 
Pl inſtructing as many thouſands of poor helpleſs chil- 
dren in the Knowledge of Chriſtianity. - _ Sure a eee 
e ſuch as this deſerves 1 to be encouraged. | 
From the year 1709, downwards to the year 1 738, 
: the ſociety went upon the footing of their firſt patent; bur 
in that year they applied for a ſecond. — They got it, 
to this effect: His Majeſty thereby ratifies and con- 
firms the original patent before recited ; and alſo fur- 
< ther impowers and authoriſes the.ſociety, by all law-_ 
„ ful means, and according to rules to be by them e- 
s ſtabliſhed, to cauſe ſuch children as they ſhall think 
| © fir, be inſtructed and bred up in huſbandry and houſe-— 
" © wifey, or trade and manufacture, as they ſhould think 
proper, at ſuch places, and in ſuch manner, as to 
| © them and their directors for the time being ſhall ſeem 
the moſt practicable and expedient,” Ec. 
Upon obtaining this ſecond patent, the. ſociety, by 
advice of ſome perſons ſkilled in agriculture, erected a 
ſchool i in the rain of Calendar, for teaching that hap 
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py art. — They were encouraged to do the like with r re- 


gard to manufactures, in ſeveral other places, by ſome 
perſons of diſtinction who took the ſaid ſchools under 


their immediate care and inſpection; and alſo by that 
laudable ſpirit of erecting workhouſes, which, of late, 
haas become ſo general and prevalling : with which good 
| deſigns the ſociety has not failed to concur, by appoint- | 
ing proper ſalaries for maſters and teachers in ſuch 
workhouſes; as has already been done in the orphan-ho- 
ſpital and poor- houſe 1 in Edinburgh, and | in the poor- 


houſes at Dalkeith, eee Weit-kirk, and Ca- 
monate. 5 


The ſociety, ſome time ago, gave a e and 


falary to a ſchoolmaſter for manufactures at Craig near _ 
: Montroſe. - — And in conſequence of a ſpecial mortifica- 
tion for that effect made by John Raining, of Norwich, 
merchant, they erected a ſchoolhouſe at Inverneſs, : 
' which coſt above 500 l. Sterling, and at which the 
ſcholars are taught different kinds of manufacture. 


At Lochcarton and in Glepmoriſton, two colonies 


_ eſtabliſhed by the truſtees for promoting the linen ma- 
nufacture, the ſociety « endeavoured to puſh the purpoſes 
of their ſecond patent. — They are ſenſible that their | 
” patents, though ſeemingly diſtinct, tend to advance the 
ſame happy end. — Religion and induſtry go always 
hand in hand, pep ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh one an- 
other. e © 


As to the attempts of "hs e for converting to 


Ns Chriſtianity the North-American Indians, it is thought 
unneceſſary to ſay any thing here. The importance of 
that charity has been fully treated in the preceding ſer- 
mon ; and the uncommon proſpect there now is of the 


ſucceſs of theſe attempts, will further appear from the 


Account of affairs in that Quarter. of the world, hereto 


annexed, 


Names 


TH 

N ames of the perſons appointed to receive . 
BENE FAC TIONS in London and Edin- 1 
. for the uſe of this Socts 1 1. 


In London, Mell. bee by A Company, Mer- 


chants. 


In Eamburgh, Mr John Duden, Writer to the | 5 


1 


e & = Enoary. 


Lem, 1 give and bequeath the ſum of 
to the Society in Scotland for propagating Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge, to be applied [ erther to the pur 


poſes of the firſt or June ee as the donor 
_ gh „ 


n 


Committee of- D I R EC TORS for 
- the Tor 1763. 
Janes Smallet of Bonkill, Eſq; his Majeſty s She- | 


riff-depute for the ſhire of Dumbarton, and 
one of the Commiſſaries of Edinburgh, Preſes. 


* Mr John Erſkine, one of the Miniſters of Edin- 


burg h. 

Mr John Ruſſell, Clerk t to the Signet 8 

Mr Archibald W allace, Merchant! in Edinbur , 
Mr 
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3 Mr Fames Roberts Profeſſor of Oriental Lan- = 


guages in the Univerſity of Edinburgh. 


beef Cont. 


Mr James Dundas of Philpfloun, Advocate. 


Mr William Miller, Bookleller in e 


Mr Robert Walker, Surgeon there. 
Mr Robert Ruſſell, Merchant there. 

Mr Alexander Tait, one of the Principal Clerks 
of; eee 


Mr George nk 8 in Edinburghs 


| Mr John Forreſt, Merchant there. hs 
| Mr William Ranjay of Preſton. 


- Mr Malter Scott, Baker 1 in Edinburgh 


#Þ The Moſt 8 the Marquis of Lothian i is 
Preſident of the General Court. 

The Right Honourable William Grant of Preſton- I 
grange, one of the Senators of the College of 
Juſtice, Secretary. 


George Drummond, Eſq; oreſent Lord Provoſt of | 


Edinburgh, Comptroller. 
; Rader Chalmers, Accountant. 


Fyohn Dawidfon, Writer to the Signet, Tiralurer 


5 Alexander Stevenſon, Writer in Edinburgh, Clerk. 
5 Bocokholder. > 
Janes 3 Bookſeller. 
Alexander Coutts, Officer. 


